
January Green Corner 

LET US DREAM FOR A BETTER FUTURE 

 

For many people 2020 has been a nightmare with loss of loved ones, loss of jobs and loss of intimate 

contact with family and friends. Normal life has been suspended for us all. However, this stoppage has 

given us a chance to pause and reflect on what kind of society we are in. On one hand we have seen the 

increasing poverty and inequality with more families relying on Foodbanks, but on the other hand we 

have been encouraged by acts of kindness and selfless sacrifice. Those of us who have had access to the 

countryside have realised the importance of nature for both our mental and physical wellbeing. This has 

led to a growing concern about our responsibility for the degradation of our living planet. 

 

In his book, A Life on Our Planet, David Attenborough writes “The rewilding of the land is within our 

gift, and it is undoubtedly a valuable thing to do. Creating wild lands across the Earth would bring back 

biodiversity, and the biodiversity would do what it does best: stabilise the planet.”  

 

In September CTBI (Churches Together in Britain and Ireland) launched the Climate Sunday Initiative 

for churches to commit to reducing their carbon footprint and engaging with the community to make sure 

our government keeps its promises to combat the climate crisis in preparation for the COP26 UN Climate 

Conference in Glasgow in November 2021. It is encouraging to see that more churches are engaging with 

the Eco-church programme. On 25th November Lim and Audrey made a joint presentation to Bristol 

Methodist District about our church’s green journey by zoom to 100 participants. The main speaker was 

Dave Bookless from A Rocha who gave the Biblical perspective to Creation Care. He stressed that our 

environmental crisis is much greater than the Covid crisis. 

 

How can we make a better future for our world out of the Covid pandemic?  

In his book, ‘LET US DREAM – the path to a better future – Pope Francis writes that we have to see 

clearly the cause of the crisis, choose well the way to reshape society and act to build a better world for 

all humanity that puts the poor and the planet at the heart of new thinking. We need to really acknowledge 

and see the problems our heedlessness of people and the environment has caused. Then we can choose a 

better way and act, as Jesus taught, in service of others to make the world safer, fairer and healthier for all 

people. He envisages “By making the integration of the poor and the care for our environment central to 

society’s goals, we can generate work while humanizing our surroundings. By providing a basic income, 

we can free people to work for the community in a dignified way. By adopting more intensive 

permaculture methods for growing food, we can regenerate the natural world, create work and 

biodiversity, and live better.” 

So let us share our dreams, choose the right path and act in our community for a better future. 

God is with us as we step into 2021. Happy New Year. 

Lim and Evelyn Ho 

 

 


