
 

 

Green Corner November 2020 
 
Marvelling at the beauty and complexity of forests 
 
Continuing our series of articles about trees, this month we concentrate on forests and the 
biodiversity they support. 
 
Forests cover just over 30 percent of the global land area and are part of our lives in more ways 
than we might realise.  When we drink a glass of water, write on paper, take medicine for a fever or 
build a house, we do not always make the connection with forests but all these actions (and many 
others) are linked to forests in one way or another. 
 
However, some of the benefits of forests are invisible: they work quietly in the background, secretly 
cleaning our water, filtering our air and protecting us from climate change. More than a billion 
people rely on them directly for food, medicine and fuel, and forests are home to many of the 
world’s poorest people. 
 
Forests vary hugely throughout the world, from the stunted conifers close to the arctic circle to the 
lush abundance of tropical rainforests, as well as the temperate forests that give so much pleasure 
with their autumn colours. 
 
Of course it is not only the trees that make a forest, but the many different species of plants and 
animals that depend upon one another and live in the soil, understorey and canopy.  Forests are 
home to more than three quarters of the world’s terrestrial biodiversity (the species and genetic 
material that underpins life on earth) including: 75 percent of bird species, 68 percent of mammal 
species, 80 percent of amphibian species, millions of insects plus over 60,000 different types of 
tree.  The conservation of the world’s biodiversity is thus utterly dependent on the way in which we 
interact with and use the world’s forests. 
 
Unfortunately, forests and the biodiversity they contain continue to be under threat from agricultural 
expansion and other unsustainable levels of exploitation causing deforestation and the 
fragmentation of areas of forest. 
 
The net loss of forest area has decreased substantially since 1990 and scientists believe that the 
global forest area decreased by 178 million hectares between 1990 and 2020 - an area about the 
size of Libya. In addition, more than 100 million hectares of forests are adversely affected by forest 
fires, pests, diseases, invasive species, drought and adverse weather events. 
 
Forests, their sustainable management and use of resources are key to sustaining life on earth and 
combating climate change.  In our prayers let us remember the wonder and beauty of forests, and 
those that work to protect them.  
 
 


