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Climate Change; The Church & Green Recovery 

On 9th June 2020 we attended the Churches Together in Britain & 
Ireland (CTBI) Zoom Webinar when Caroline Pomeroy, Director of
Climate Stewards, talked about what the church can do for a Green 
Recovery and James Buchanon, Manager of Bright Now Campaign,
Operation Noah, talked about divestment in the fossil fuel industry.

Caroline reminded us 2019 was an exciting year for the climate 
change movement as there were youth/school strikes and the rallying 
call from David Attenborough amidst a year of serious warnings as 
shown in the wild fires in US and Australia. It was also the year the 
Church of England committed to be carbon net zero by 2030 rather 
than 2050. At the moment the average carbon footprint of an 
Anglican church building is about 60 Tonnes/year and it should be 
reduced to 20 Tonnes/year by 2030. All these measures have been set
up in “A practical path to net zero carbon for our church” in the 
CofE. In 2019 4,500 Catholic churches switched to renewable energy
suppliers.

Promoting Eco-Church is the main way for getting the churches 
involved. At the moment about 3000 churches are in the Eco-Church 
programme. 360 Carbon Calculator from Climate Stewards will 
help churches get the right score for their carbon footprint. Basically, 
churches should try to reduce the energy consumption as much as 
they can, and then offset the rest for achieving net zero carbon. There
is a call for churches to celebrate Climate Sunday in September and 
to make a commitment to support COP26 next year.

James mentioned that recently $14.14 trillion has been committed to 
divest worldwide. However fossil fuel companies still plan to invest 



$5 trillion in fossil fuel exploration in next 10 years. Gas companies 
are still lobbying against climate action and still spend most of their 
profits to enlarge their industry.

There are different degrees of divestment among denominations: The 
Methodist Church has not divested from all fossil fuel companies, 
just BP and Total. It is hoped that this year’s Conference will take the
decision to divest totally from fossil fuels and help promote 
renewable energy. The Quakers, Church of Ireland and URC have 
full divestment.

Methodist Churches should consider to divest local church funds and 
to use Epworth Climate Stewardship Fund in the Methodist system. 
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