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Dear Friends 

During Lent we reflect on the way we live our lives and the 
choices we make in the light of the person of Jesus Christ.   We 
acknowledge on Ash Wednesday that we are dust and to dust 
we shall return and accept that we need to turn from thoughts, 
words and actions which are life denying and take up ways of 
being that are life affirming and of God.  Lent can be a time of 
struggle as the Spirit encourages us to draw closer to Christ and 
his ways. 

The priest and poet George Herbert (1593-1633) was a man who 
struggled with God’s call upon his life.  Herbert was an 
outstanding student of the classics at Cambridge and at 26 was 
elected Public Orator of the University.  He was a successful 
young man with a promising and prosperous future.  However, 
he believed himself called to be a priest. After some struggle he 
chose to say yes to God’s call on his life and became the parish 
priest at a small church on the outskirts of Salisbury called 
Bemerton in 1630.  Herbert wasn’t a well man and shortly before 
he died at the age of 39 he gave a messenger his notebook to 
deliver to his friend and fellow priest Nicholas Ferrar with the 
instruction:  

‘Tell him he shall find in it a picture of the many spiritual conflicts 
that have passed betwixt God and my soul, before I could subject 
mine to the will of Jesus my Master, in whose service I have now 
found perfect freedom.’ 
 
In the notebook was a collection of 167 poems. Ferrar published 
it under the title The Temple. It went through four editions in 
three years and was steadily reprinted for a hundred years, and 
is still in print today. Herbert’s choice to follow where God led 
meant that though his ministry as a priest was only three years 
long as an encourager of other followers of Jesus his ministry 
continues today.  Three of his poems are included in Singing the 
Faith. 
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Collect for 27 February. Almighty God, you called your 
servant George Herbert from the pursuit of worldly honours 
to be a pastor of souls and a poet: Give us grace, we pray, 
joyfully to dedicate all our powers to your service; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Have a good Lent by entering the struggle – by allowing the Spirit 
to guide us further in to the ways of Christ. 
 
Audrey Simpson 
 
 
The three hymns in StF are numbers 56; 57 and 668 are all very 
well known plus good tunes. This next poem is also one of his best 
known  but with no music  

LOVE 
Love bade me welcome, yet my soul drew back, 

Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me sweetly questioning, 

If I lacked anything. 
 

‘A guest’, I answered, ‘worthy to be here’ 
Love said,’You shall be he’ 

‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
I cannot look on thee,’ 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply 
‘Who made the eyes but I’ 

 

‘Truth. Lord, but I have marred them; let my shame 



 go where it doth deserve’ 
And know you not’  says Love, ‘who bore the blame?’: 

‘My dear, then I will serve’. 
‘You must sit down,’ say Love, and taste my meat. 

So I did sit and eat. 
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REMINDERS OF CHURCH DATES 
 

JOSEPH ---- There are still Sing-a-Longs on the following dates at 
these Methodist Churches --March 1st Fenny Compton;  7th 
Cubbington; 8th Kineton; 14th Stockton; 21st Radford Road; 
28th Henley; 29th Dale Street. They are all free but any monies 
collected will be donated to the charity for Motor Neurone Disease. 
It has been proved to be great fun so come and join in the FUN. 

 
 

The Church AGM is on SATURDAY, APRIL 4th at 10.00am for 
10.30am. 
Another advance notice is a joint Communion Service on Maundy 
Thursday April 9th at 7.00pm  
 

 
 
World Day of Prayer March 6th is at 2.00pm  at Our Lady of Peace 
Roman Catholic Church in Church Lane, Shottery. All welcome. 
 

 
 

Preachers for March  
 

Stratford-upon-Avon          Henley in Arden 
Mar 1st      10.30am Miss Carol Cave        Rev.Audrey Simpson 
Mar 8th      10.30am      Rev. AudreySimpson        Mr.Peter Ashton 
Mar 15th    10.30am      Rev Peter |Powers                 Miss Carol Cave 

       6.00pm Rev.  Audrey Simpson - Ecumenical Service 
Mar 22nd    10.30am      Rev. Audrey Simpson        Mr.Trevor Pethick  
Mar 29th     10.30am Rev. Andy Laird        Rev. Mark Rowland  

 



 
Holiday at Home August 25th until 27th 

 
 

     An old lady was sending her family a large Bible.  

   ‘Is there anything breakable in this package ma’am?’  

   asked the Postman. ‘Only the Ten Commandments’she 

said. 
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David Loader has been able to pass on  the good news that 
following an inspection of the  church Kitchen, by the  Food 
Standards Agency, Food Safety Act 1990 Award. we have been awarded the 
top level of 5. Food Hygiene Rating. 
This has been completed in the name of Stratford Methodist Church 
Resources Committee. 
We need to ensure that the standards are kept by all our users and those 
hiring. Thank you for your continued co-operation in the function of the 
kitchen.. 
Many thanks 
 
 

 

TUESDAY COMMUNION  

The monthly Tuesday Morning Communion will move from the slot of 

10-0am to 2-30pm in the  afternoon from April 7th 

It is hoped this new timing will provide an opportunity for anyone 

unable able to get to Sunday morning service, to attend.  

Transport from home to church & back will be provided  and the 

informal  30 minute service will continue to be held in the quietness of 



the church and there will  be time for fellowship over a cup of tea at 

3pm 

Please contact the Church 01789 298835 if you would like to attend 

or know of anyone who would like this facility.  
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 From Church Council  -----Missions’s Fund Committee 
The Church Council has asked that a Mission's Fund Committee be 
formed.  This is a meeting for those of you involved in raising funds for 
various charities and groups supported by our church.  The first 
meeting of this group will be on Tuesday 17th March at 2.30pm at 
church. 
 
Stewards 
For a number of years we have had difficulty in finding people to serve 
as Church Steward which has resulted in a few people having to hold 
the office for longer than the recommended upper limit of six years.  At 
Church Council in February we decided to review the role of Church 
Stewards.  There will be a meeting at church on 12th March at 7.30pm 
to consider this matter.  The meeting is open to anyone from the 
congregation.  Coming to the meeting does not mean that you will be 
expected to offer for the role of Church Steward.  It would be good to 
hear from people who have recently moved from other parts of the 
country as to the shape of the role in your previous church. 
 
 

 
 
 THE Spring Half-term Beetle Drive on February 17th with a 
total of 64 people coming, required extra tables and chairs to 
be moved to the New Room. It also needed more sausages to 
be cooked. The following thanks came from one of the older 
people taking part. 

 



A Big Thank You to everyone who helped to organise the Beetle Drive. I 
have been coming for a few Years and it's so much fun, across a wide age 
range which is great. The children are so well behaved and competitive 
with no age barrier. It really is so joyful and  rare you get that age range 
all together, Toddlers, Juniors, Teenagers, Moms & Dads, Grandma & 
Granddad.  
Thank you, Christine Waddams  
 
The date of the Autumn Drive is OCTOBER  26th.  Make a note in your 
diary and watch for the sale of tickets in September. 
Maureen was able to hand over in the region of £200 to the Church Treasurer. 
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       The following poem was used in  the morning service a  
     few weeks  ago by  Rev.Audrey and I thought it warranted  
     another reading. It goes with the tune of  

‘Think of a world without any flowers’ 
  



 
 

Day 6  from the Prayer Handbook 

Power of God, be our protection; Wisdom of God, be our guide; Word of 
God, be our inspiration; Shield of God, be our defence;  Son of God, be 
our salvation; now and always.  Amen. 

Saint Patrick’s Breastplate, Book of Armagh, 9th century 
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We will be hosting a Lent Study on four Tuesday mornings at  
11 am from 10 March. The theme will be the Lord’s Prayer. 



 
Joseph comes to Henley on 28 March at 2pm.  Come and join in 
the penultimate singalong. 
 

 

 

Answer to last month’s quiz of LENT CONNECTIONS 

meditation; prayer; self-discipline; repentance; inner 

change; public worship; bible study; fasting; reconciliation 

with God; commitments; good deeds; temptation. 
 
 
 

A small group of ladies from Stratford will be 

going to the recently formed Dementia Cafe, 

hopefully to entertain with a few items but more 

importantly to engage with those attending by 

singing some old and very well known songs and 

choruses,  For example "There is a Tavern in the 

Town" and Daisy Daisy" and also some Gospel 

Songs. If anyone would like to come and support 

us (men included), we would be delighted. More 

details from Margaret Farmery 

 
 

9 
 

ü  The Green Cornerü 

 



 

 
GOOD NEWS – GREEN SHOOTS 

 

We would like to report on what is happening in the Stratford district to 
give us hope that the climate crisis is being addressed. As we reported 
in last October’s Green Corner our young people are speaking out with 
their school strikes and last year Stratford District and Town Councils 
and Warwickshire County Council declared a Climate Emergency soon 
after Stratford Climate Action Day. An action plan to tackle climate 
change has now been approved by Stratford District Council Cabinet 
with the aim of making the District carbon-neutral by 2030. 
 
Both Stratford United Reformed Church and Stratford Quakers have 
registered for the Eco-Church Programme and St James Alverston has a 
Bronze Award and interest among other churches for Eco-Church is 
growing. The recent General Synod of the Anglican Church has set a 
2030 carbon net zero target instead of 2045. 
 
The success of energy saving in our church premises has attracted a lot 
of attention since the news of our Gold Award was spread and people 
from a number of churches have visited to find out more about what we 
have achieved.  
 
The success of our Climate Action Day last June has meant Lim being 
consulted about how to organise such an event. Members of the Town 
Council’s Climate Change Group have been to inspect the green 
measures in our premises. 
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It is our task to support the District Council’s Roadmap to 2030  and 
urge the Government to make COP26 in Glasgow a success. Stratford 
Climate Action Group was formed after the Climate Action Day and 



deserves our support. They hold an eco-café morning at The 
Townhouse on the first Saturday of the month. They are working with 
the Town Trust to find land locally where more trees could be planted. 
 
Trees are vital to our planet’s health and it is good to see the current 
emphasis on tree planting. While it is good to see the public respond to 
the need to reduce our use of plastic it is also important to remember the 
need to reduce our use of paper in order to protect our trees. We would 
like to remind you that Traidcraft’s toilet tissue is made from 100% 
recycled paper, saving trees from being cut down and requiring less 
water to produce . 
 
Green Christian is an environmental charity encouraging churches to 
respond positively to the climate crisis we are facing and have launched 
a Rainforest Fund with the plan that at least 100 churches should each 
donate at least £100 to save threatened habitats.  
The Green Group hopes our church will support the fund which we 
will launch on Environment Sunday 7th June. 
 

L&E.H. 
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        At the time of preparing the News Sheet, we were still 
        looking forward to the JMA  Open |House Day on  29th  
        of February.. Now the day has passed and there will be  
        a report in the next News Sheet. SG has produced a Quiz  
        Book for sale at the event which  is available from her at  
        £2.00 per copy for JMA funds.  
                                                        SEE FOOTNOTE ON PAGE 15 
 

 
 

REPORTING 
 

After a long time of producing the monthly ‘Reporting’, SG would 
appreciate some shared help with a view to passing it on to somebody 
else within the year.  Please have a talk with  her if you feel this is 
something you could do. It is a valuable part of keeping the members in 
touch with all that is happening within our church 
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Bible trees, insects and fruit 

 
 

13 
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Footnote re JMA 
 
As many of you know, it was not possible to hold the J.M.A At 
Home as SG fell at home and was taken to hospital with  a 
suspected broken hip. It was finally decided that the hip was not 
broken thankfully but severe bruising and the need to have a pair if 
sticks to walk with. I am really sorry but maybe it will be better  to 
hold the day in the summer 
 
HOWEVER, 
 I had produced a Quiz book to sell on February 29th in aid of 
J.M.A funds.   Over the coming weeks when I am able to get to 
church, I will have them with me at £2.00 per copy. Please support 
the venture for our support of Church Missions. 
 
In publishing this month’s news Sheet, I need to tell you that it has 
not been proof read so please excuse any errors you may find. 
 
Thank you 
SG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
APRIL  2020  DIARY DATES 
7th  2.30pm          Holy Communion 
11th 10.00-12.00  Brunch and Brunch Bunch 
13th 10.00am        Monday Makers  
27th     10.00am        Monday Makers 
27th 2.30pm          Men’s Meeting  Point 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Sunday: 10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  
Monday 2.30pm Bible Study 
Tuesday: 9.30-11.0 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  
                        10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter  

10.00am Prayer Group  
                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 
Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 
Friday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  
                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 
If your meeting’s date is not included in the above, please send details 

of it to SG – details below 
 

Items for April Reporting are needed at the latest by Sunday, 
March 29th  by Sheila S/A 296789  or e.mail; 

sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 
 

Church email       stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 
                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 
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