
          STRATFORD-UPON-AVON METHODIST  CHURCH 
 

                                  FEBRUARY     2020 
 
 

 
A CARD FROM UGANDA 

 
 
 
 



Dear Friends 

Thank you to Maureen for organising the Salvation Army Band Concert 
– what a wonderful evening. 

It will soon be Lent.  There will be a service of Holy Communion in 
church on Ash Wednesday at 10 am.  Through Lent there is a choice of 
three study groups to join.  All the groups will be following a course 
based on the Lord’s Prayer prepared by York Courses. 

Monday Group:  2.30 pm on 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th March at church. 

Tuesday Henley Churches Together group: 11 am on 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 
and 31st March at Henley Methodist. 

Wednesday Stratford Churches Together group: 7.30 pm on 4th, 11th, 
18th, 25th March and 1st April at church. 

The cost of the course booklet is £4. 

I would also encourage you to take a look at the ‘livinglent.org’.  This 
website, backed by the church’s Joint Public Issues Team, encourages 
us to take up one of six challenges in Lent: Give up single use plastics; 
go meat free; find alternative modes of transport; reduce electricity use 
in the home by 10%; buy food sourced locally; buy no new ‘stuff’ during 
Lent.  If you sign up with ‘livinglent’ they will send you emails to inform 
and encourage you in your Lenten commitment.  Their aim is to involve 
us in creating a climate of change.  

The Foodbank are running AdLent Calendar again this year.  Instead of 
or in addition to giving something up for Lent the Foodbank are 
encouraging us to add an item to a box that can be used in Foodbank 
parcels.  There are copies of the AdLent Calendar in the Foyer. 

On the opposite page is a poem from the ‘livinglent’ website 
challenging us to give up single use plastic in Lent. 

Kind regards 

Audrey Simpson 
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More than a wink or a nod. 

What   shall  we forego for  Lent? What  abstinence  are  we 
wearing?                                                                   What  kind of 
thing  to  renounce? Sugar?  Or perfume?  Or swearing? 

Simple, quite  possible  things: never  too hard  or  too bad; 
easy, forgo-able  stuff   which  will  not   drive  us  mad. 

Coffee? Or whisky? Cigars? Or Twitter? Or Facebook? Or cake? 
Tempting  to   make  sacrifice  which  it  suits  us  to  make. 

Tempting  to forfeit   a  thing   which isn’t  a loss  we would  hate. 
Tempting  to give up the stuff  that  might  help us  lose weight. 

Nothing  world-changing at all. Nothing too hard or too odd. 
Just   a  quick  nod-and-a-wink   that   you’ve  not  forgot  God. 

But      what    about  changing   the    world?   What     about 
giving    up   stuff                                                                  that 
would  shake  your  routine  to its roots and  be terribly  tough? 

Something   earth-shakingly   good. Something 
unnervingly       odd. 
More than a nod-and-a-wink that we’ve not forgot God: 

What   about    choosing  a  thing  that    will  drive you  right 
smack  up   the  wall?     What about forty days straight of no 
plastic at     all? 

 

©Lucy Berry 
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REMINDERS 
Have you marked Your Diaries? Here are the reminders 

 
HOLIDAY AT HOME -- August 25th until 27th 

 

 

February  29th 
 
 

        Tea and Coffee plus a biscuit available all day and Cuppa Soup and 
roll between 12.30 – 2.00. Donations are asked for the relaxed chat 
time with friends. There will also be an opportunity to purchase a New 
Church Quiz Book, the first since 2014. 
Did you guess the title for the February issue of Reporting in 1991? 
 

The opening month was Advent. January’s title was COVENANT  and 
February’s Title was MISSION  

 
 

Come and enjoy the simple fun with friends 
'Beetle Drive on Monday 17th February, at 4.00pm.  
Adults £5, children £2.50 to include hot dog, drink 
and biscuits.  Tickets available from the beginning of 
February. t 
 

JOSEPH 



 
PERFORMANCES KICKED OFF YESTERDAY WITH THE FIRST 
PRODUCTION HERE IN CHURCH. Still 15 opportunities to hear it, the 
second being at Tysoe this afternoon at 2.00pm.  Other venues are: 

FEB 8th Warwick;  9th Whitnash;  15th Bidford; 16th Wellesbourne; 
22nd Welford Village hall; 23rd Kenilworth; 29th Mickleton; 

MAR st Fenny Compton; 7th Cubbington; 8th Kineton; 
14th Stockton; 21st Radford Road; 28th Henley; 20th Dale Street. 
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Preachers for February  

 

Stratford-upon-Avon          Henley in Arden 
Feb 2nd      10.30am Rev. Audrey Simpson        Rev.Ian Howarth 

       6,00pm       Rev.Audrey Simpson -- Reflective  worship 
Feb 9th       10.30am      Miss Lilian Fitton                  Revd Audrey Simpson 
Feb 16th     10.30am      Rev. Audrey Simpson        Mrs Christine Flood 

       6.00pm      Rev.  Audrey Simpson - Ecumenical Service 
Feb 23rd     10.30am Rev. Peter Powers         Mr. Graham Howe  
 
 
 

Further dates for your dairies 
 

The Church AGM is on SATURDAY, APRIL 4th at 10.00am for 
10.30am. 
Another advance notice is a joint Communion Service on Maundy 
Thursday April 9th at 7.00pm  
 
 

 
 
 
  

The Christian Resources Exhibition is being held at the NAEC 
Stoneleigh this year on March 4th and 5th. If you have never been, 
it is the one-stop shop for church supplies, resources and ideas. A 
poster with details is in the Foyer

 
 



 

        All are but part of one stupendous whole 

Whose body Nature is, and God the soul: 

Look round our world, behold the chain of Love 

Concerning all below and all above. 

See plastic Nature working to this end.  

The single atoms each to other tend. 

All serv’d, all serving, nothing stands alone, 

The chain holds on, and where it ends unknown. 

Pope 
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WORLD  DAY OF PRAYER 
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT) 

 

 
  
 Rise, take your mat and walk  

 
  
     Women, men and children of all ages are called to ‘Rise, take your mat 
      and walk’ to join this day of prayer.* Women of Zimbabwe have  
      prepared this year’s service and they encourage us all to reflect on the  
      difficulties and unrest that have plagued their country over many years.  
     They share the challenges they have met and the hopes for the future.  
     They encourage us to ‘Rise , take your mat  and walk’ with them as they  
     continue their often turbulent journey towards full reconciliation. 
 
     World Day of Prayer is an international inter-church organisation which  
     enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world; their  
     hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. 
    An international committee is based In New York and there are  national 
    committees in each participating country. Regional conferences  meet to  
    consider the service and then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a  
    church near you on Friday 6th March 2020, people will gather to celebrate 
    the service prepared by the women of Zimbabwe, 
 
  The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 170 countries . It begins in Samoa  



    and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world – through Asia,  
    Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas – before finishing in 
    American Samoa more then 36 hours later. 
 
   Our local service this year,  will be on MARCH 6th at  
   2.00pm  at Our Lady of Peace Roman Catholic Church  
   in Church Lane, Shottery 

All are welcome  - Men, Women and Children 
 

Thanks to our local church representative, Sylvia Bevan 
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CANDLEMAS 
 

        The beginning of February includes the 

celebration of Candlemas when traditionally 

candles are blessed and also the Presentation of 

Jesus at the temple. This links with Jesus being 

proclaimed as a light to the Gentiles. 

Apparently snowdrops have been called Candlemas 

bells. So with the glowing candles and the 

appearance of spring flowers our darkness is 

ligh tened. 
 



Prayer for Candlemas 

 

Loving Lord, Light of the world, we remember and 

are moved by the response of Anna and Simeon as 

the baby Jesus is brought to the temple. They 

greet him with such joy, recognising him as the 

promised Messiah so longed for. 

May we, like them, receive you in our hearts. in 

our faithful discipleship may your light in us 

shine out to the world around us. Amen 

i 
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Last month at our Covenant Service we also celebrated the 125th 
birthday of the church.  The service was followed by a delicious 
bring and share lunch.  It was a very happy occasion. 

We have just started a lunch time gathering called EAT.  It will 
take place on the third Tuesday of each month from 12.30pm. 
Bring your packed lunch or nip to the fish and chip shop next 
door and then enjoy your lunch while chatting with others.  We’ll 
provide the hot drinks.  

The following is a repeat of the notice in Audrey’s Stratford letter. 
Through Lent there is a choice of three study groups to join, with the 
middle one based at Henley 



Tuesday Henley Churches Together group: 11 am on 3rd, 10th, 17th, 
24th and 31st March at Henley Methodist. 

By observing Lent, we can celebrate Easter more fully. 

Lent is a special time for the following words. Can you 

complete them. All vowels omitted. 

m-d-t-t--n:  pr-y-r: s-lf d-sc-pl-n-: r-p-nt-nc-: 

-nn-r ch-ng-:  p-bl-c w-rsh-p: b-bl- st-dy: f-st-ng: 

r-c-nc-l—t—n w-th G-d; c-mm-tm-nts; g--d d—ds. 

t-mpt-t--n. 
 

 

 

Answer to last month’s quiz. 
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   This year at Stratford we are having an Ash Wednesday  



    Service on February 26th at 10.00am  

    During the Middle Ages, Christians fasted (abstained  

    from meat and other foods and stayed away from  

    festivities during Lent) Gradually these customs 

became  

    less rigid. Our Green Corner article this month asks if  

    you are giving up something this year in the 40 days 

up  

    to  Easter or maybe doing something different. 

    Jesus chose after his Baptism to withdraw to the  

    Desert to fast and pray for 40 days before beginning 

    his public ministry. 
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An Idea for Lent? 

 

Do you usually give up something for lent? Or, try to do something 
better? How about the challenge of eating more sustainably? This could 
be as little or as much as you choose. WWF offer the following tips to 
eating more sustainably: 

1. Eat more plants. Vegetables, beans and nuts add choice and 
flavour to our diets.  

2. Eat a variety of food.  
3. Waste less food. “When we throw away food we are throwing 

away natural resources and money”.  
4. Moderate your meat.  



5. Buy food that meets a credible certified standard. Look for 
standards on food packets that indicate that food is sourced and 
produced sustainably. These include Fairtrade and Freedom 
Food. 

WWF’s objective is to make it easy to adopt a diet that is good for 
people and the planet. Many UK food businesses are also working on 
delivering more sustainable foods, look out for information on the 
packets of the food that you buy.                Andrea Hamilton 
 

ALSO AN  EMAIL FROM AUSTRALIA 
 

Lim & Evelyn received an email from Dr Fred Chow, a former 
colleague of Lim at HRI in Littlehampton before moving to a position 
at ANU (Australian National University) in Canberra. 
Part of it is quoted here. 
 

The bush fires in Australia have killed at least 28 people and an 
estimated one billion native animals: burnt about 10 million 
hectares of vegetation and destroyed more than 2000 homes  

10 

 
“Extreme weather events in Australia have been in the news lately. 
So far Canberra has been spared the bushfires.  However, bushfires 
were burning in various directions from Canberra, so that whichever 
way the  
 

wind blew, Canberra received the smoke.  For a time, Canberra had the 
world's worst air quality.  The ANU had to close down for a few days 
early in January because of the smoke.  Then more recently, Canberra 
had severe hailstorms, which damaged about ten thousand cars and 
some buildings.  The ANU had to be closed for three days after the 
hailstorm.  Most glasshouses in CSIRO and ANU were heavily 
damaged.  Such is our weather this summer, and the trend seems to 
continue. 
I agree with many people that the weather extremes we are seeing are 
due to global warming, and that we must do something fast. 



Per capita, Australia is one of the top CO2 emitters, without even 
counting the coal and natural gas that she exports.  However, our 
country has a Prime Minister who, when Treasurer, took a lump of coal 
into parliament to advocate its future; he does not think that, as one 
Saudi oil minister put it, the Stone Age did not end because people ran 
out of rocks but because it was superseded by other technologies.  It is 
time to take renewable technologies seriously. 
 
Australia has plenty of potential for generating renewable energy.  The 
abundant sunshine and the space for wind and solar farms should allow 
us to export, for example, hydrogen to Japan and electricity to 
Singapore (and plans are being discussed – but then we have been 
talking about the Very Fast Train since the 1970s.  Indeed, the 
Australian Capital Territory (where there has been a coalition 
government formed by the Labour Party and GreensParty for a 
substantial period) is on track to achieving 100% electricity generation 
from renewables by the end of 2020.  After that, the ACT government 
will move onto tackling transport such as building charging stations for 
electric vehicles (a light rail system has been built, and will be extended 
in future).  
If Australia continues to bury her head in the sand, hoping that coal  
and natural gas will save the day, the sight will not be pretty
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There has been a lot in the news of late about the illegal dumping of 
rubbish. Some groups and schools organise special collecting days. 
To all who help to keep God’s wonderful world beautiful  

A HUGE THANK YOU 
 

This poem picks up the theme beautifully 
 
Milk bottle tops and paper bags Old plastic bottles, silver foil, 
Iron bedsteads, dirty old rags, Chocolate wrapping, engine oil. 
Litter on the pavement Rubbish in the gutter 
Paper in the park, Junk on the beach 
Is this what we really want to see? Is this what we really want to see 
 

NO!   NO!  NO! 



 
Help us, Lord, to find each day 
Ways to help to keep away 
That litter off the pavement, 
That litter off the beach 
For this is what we really want to see    YES 

Peggy Blake 
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 For EVERYBODY with  a birthday in 
February,  we wish you a Very happy 
day especially to  
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Rother St URC 

Free half term Lunch Club for families. 

Come and join our club at Half Term! 
  
Our Make Lunch Club will provide a free hot meal and some fun-filled 

activities for you and your children on two days in the Spring 
half-term holiday. We especially welcome families who find it 
difficult to manage when there are extra mouths to be fed 
when the children are not at school. 

  
Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th February at The United Reformed 

Church Rother Street (near the Playhouse) To book a place, text 
Ann on: 07580 557163 

 
 
 

REPORTING 
 

After a long time of producing the monthly ‘Reporting’, Sheila would 
appreciate some shared help with a view to passing it on to somebody 
else within the year.  Please have a talk with  her if you feel this is 



something you could do. It is a valuable part of keeping the members in 
touch with all that is happening within our church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH  2020  DIARY DATES 
4th          Church Stewards meeting 
9th 10.00          Monday Makers  
10th 10.00am       Holy Communion 

10.00am        Knit, Stitch & Natter 
14th 10.00-12.00  Brunch and Brunch Bunch 
23rd     10.00am        Monday Makers 
30th 2.30pm          Men’s Meeting  Point 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Sunday: 10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  
Monday 2.30pm Bible Study 
Tuesday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  
                        10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter  

10.00am Prayer Group  
                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 
Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 
Friday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  
                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 
 
 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

mailto:stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com


Church office     phone number  01789 298835 
                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 
 

The watch word 
In philosophy one classic argument that proves the existence of 
God is known as the ‘watchmaker’ arguement. If you come 
across a watch, carefully designed with intricate parts that all 
relate to each other, you know it owes its existence to a 
watchmaker. Our world, similarly, is cleverly designed, with 
one part dependent on another. Someone must have made it. The 
burning question is: is it still under guarantee? 

 


