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Dear Friends

Thank you to everyone who enabled all the Christmas services, events and 
Christmas Day meal to go so well.  I hope the special, wonder-filled and 
delightful moments when we could see heaven on earth outweighed any 
tiredness due to the hard work of preparing and running the events.

On the 5th January we welcomed Mr Adam Sanders as our preacher.  Adam is 
the District Mission Enabler and the pastor of Jazz Church a new Christian 
Community Church meeting in King’s Heath in Birmingham.  Adam will be 
working with us and other churches in the District to help us shape our future
mission.  Our friends from Holy Trinity will be joining us on 19 January for our 
annual joint Covenant Service.  

For those of you who enjoy singing, consider joining the chorus for Singalonga
Joseph’.  Songs from ‘Joseph and his Amazing Techni-coloured Dreamcoat’ 
will be performed at every church in the Circuit between 1st February and 29th

March.   There are to be four rehearsals and those joining the chorus should 
attend at least two including the last one at Wellesbourne.   Please see the 
leaflets for dates and details.  

The Circle Meeting where we can share our views on the Conference Report 
on Marriage and Relationship called ‘God in love unites us’ will be held in 
church on 18th January from 10.30 am.  There is a leaflet giving some 
background to the report and Conference’s decisions available in the foyer.  

Wesley’s, which meets in the New Room twice each week has been 
oversubscribed of late meaning that people have had to be turned away from
sessions.  Therefore, we have decided to run Wesley’s on a Tuesday morning 
as well as Wednesday and Friday.  Please remember Naomi, the Wesley’s 
leader, as she gathers a team to help the third meeting run smoothly.  
Wesley’s is an important part of our life and mission at SMC please remember
to pray for it and the leaders.

Happy New Year and New Decade!

Audrey Simpson
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NEW DIARY for 2020?

Here are important dates.
Room spaces are booked for 
the 12th Holiday at Home

from August 25th until 27th inclusive
Watch out for more details SOON.....

from  G & D   L

Another date for the new diary. 
February  29th

It only happens once every 4 years so B S G  are having an Open Day at 
their home in aid of J.M.A  between 10.30 and 4.00pm.
Tea and Coffee plus a biscuit will be available all day and Cuppa Soup 
and roll between 12.30 – 2.00.
Donations are asked for the relaxed chat time with friends. There will 
also be an opportunity to purchase a New Church Quiz Book, the first 
since 2014.

Address venue:- S&B G   Home            

Well they are still popular here, so mark your 
diary and enjoy the simple fun.
'Beetle Drive on Monday 17th February, at 
4.00pm.  Adults £5, children £2.50 to include hot 
dog, drink and biscuits.  Tickets available from the 
beginning of February..
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Preachers for January

Stratford-upon-Avon        Henley in Arden
Jan 5th       10.30am Mr. Adam Sanders      Mr Malcolm Aldridge
Jan 12th     10.30am      Rev. David Greenwood       Revd Audrey Simpson       
Jan 19th     10.30am      Revd Audrey Simpson      Deacon Don Pritchard

       6.00pm      Revd Audrey Simpson - Ecumenical Service
Jan 26th     10.30am Ms Gail Bullivant      Revd. David Greenwood   

THANKS  THANKS  THANKS   THANKS  THANKS

To those who turned up to sing carols at the Theatre on December 13th
– A VERY BIG THA NK YOU

£102  was collected for Action for Children

Thanks from Maureen

Just in case you have not heard, the Church Christmas Card raised £435
and the Bazaar total was  £1,588

REMINDERS

Marriage and Relationships. The final two meetings for this 
discussion  are as follows

KENILWORTH:- SATURDAY 11TH JANUARY 10.30-12 MIDDAY 

STRATFORD: SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY 10.30-12 MIDDAY 

During the first year of producing the news sheet, each month, the title
linked to a church connection. The opening month was Advent. 
January’s title was COVENANT which we will share with Holy Trinity
on January 19th.         Can you guess February’s Title?                 
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  ü The Green Corner þ

The power of collective actions

As I write this at the turn of the year, bush fires are racing through 
communities in Australia, Oslo is experiencing its warmest winter 
temperatures on record and Delhi has recorded its coldest winter 
temperatures for 119 years. 

Whatever your views on climate change and global warming, it’s clear 
something very odd is going on with the weather all over the world; it’s 
becoming harder to predict and this change is making life harder, for 
communities, and wildlife, across the globe. 

On a normal day with grey skies and seemingly average British winter 
weather all this can seem very distant. What impact can anything we do 
as individuals have on such world-wide change?

Over Christmas I was struck by the Queen’s emphasis in her speech on 
the fact that lasting change often happens through the small steps that 
we all take daily. She was not talking specifically about global warming 
of course but it is true that change can come about through the power of 
small individual actions combining to create effective change.

In addition to all the small, daily choices we can all make to reduce our 
own impact on the planet, the other really important thing we can do is 
to pray. Remembering those in immediate need because their lives have 
been turned upside-down through climate disasters, as well as holding in
prayer those working towards finding practical and political solutions to
climate change.
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In 2020, leaders and nations will be making decisions that will impact 
the climate for decades to come. Here in the UK we will host the critical
UN climate talks in Glasgow, where the newly elected UK government 
has a vital role to play in bringing nations together to agree how their 
collective actions can stop climate change.

Christian Aid is launching a year of non-stop prayer for climate justice -
praying that the solutions agreed to solve climate change and its impacts
will also tackle inequality and, restore the natural world. 

It’s ambition is to fill every day with prayer and is asking us all to join 
in so that ,through our collective actions and prayers, we can all help 
make climate justice a reality.

Let us hope this new year that with every prayer and every action, 
together we can create a better world for all that live in it.

Sarah Hill

Think of a world without any flowers.
Think of a wood without any trees
Think of a sky without any sunshine
Think of the air without any breeze                                                                           

Think of a world without any animals
Think of a field without any herd,

            Think of a stream without any fishes.
Think of a dawn without any bird.

Think of a world without any people,
Think of a street with no-one living there
Think of a town without any houses
No one to love and nobody to care  

Think at this time of areas of our world that are experiencing some of 
these situations StF  92
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A NEW YEAR PLAN.

I tried to think of a clever new phrase 
A slogan to inspire the next 365 days, 
A motto to live by for this coming New
Year.
But the catchy words fell flat on my ear.

And then I heard His still small voice
Saying “ Consider this simple, daily choice
With each new dawn and close of day
Make new year resolve to trust and obey.”

“Don’t look back caught in regret,
Or dwell on the sorrow of dreams unmet,
Don’t stare forward anchored by fear”
No, live in this moment for I am here.

“I am all you need. Everything, I Am
You are held secure by my strong hand
Give me this one thing-your all in all
Into my grace let yourself fall”

So at last, I’m ready. I see the way
It’s to daily follow, trust and obey.
I enter the New Year armed with a plan.
I give Him my everything-all that I am.

Mary Fairchild.

This prayer is from the Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 31/12/19. 
As we look back on 2019, we realise that although we can’t change the 
past, we can look forward to another year of serving Christ and those 
living in developing nations. As we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of a our faith (Hebrews 12.2.), let’s pray for opportunities to 
make positive changes in the lives of isolated people.

KF on behalf of the prayer group 
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Joan Taylor has sent the following details of  a new project for the
KNIT, STITCH AND NATTER GROUP

‘Please could you put in Reporting an appeal for knitting wool for 
KSN? The latest project the ladies are involved in is making puppets 
(see above) for social workers to use with traumatised children. They 
make "worry monsters" so the children can post their worries into the 
monster and forget about them. They also make hand puppets that have 
smiley faces on one side and sad faces on the other. These puppets 
depict other children, people in authority, grandmas and granddads, et 
cetera.
 It is a national project run by "Knit for Nowt", so people can check 
further details on the Internet if they are interested.’

If you have wool, please see Joan or if you fancy doing some knitting 
also see Joan or again go on line for more details.
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Some have nine lessons and carols, we had 11 carols and five lessons at
our carol service on the round! It was a marathon but we didn't want 
to miss out anyone's favourite carol.  The children made Christingles 
for the congregation which we lit for the reading of John 1 and the last.

 The annual Covenant Service at Henley is on 12th January when we 
will also celebrate the 125th anniversary of the opening of the church.  
The service will be followed by lunch.

Congratulations Henley from Stratford. Enjoy your celebrations.

        JOSEPH  TECHNICOLOUR
DREAMCOAT

As you will see from Audrey’s letter, 
during February and March, the local 
presentation of Joseph will happen 
somewhere in the Circuit most weekends.
at 2.00pm.  It opens at Stratford on 
Feb. 1st . and at Henley on Mar.28th. 
Full details of other dates can be found 
on the poster in the foyer.

Because of  the clash of dates with our 
February Book Sale, this has been 

postponed. Please watch for new details of it in future 
reportings.
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Transforming trade

Trade has the potential to generate wealth, support livelihoods and 
create lasting solutions to poverty. But at the moment most mainstream 
trade relies on cheap labour and assumes unlimited natural resources. It 
is not fair or sustainable and urgently needs to be transformed. 

Traidcraft Exchange challenges injustice in trade, and works with 
poor and vulnerable people to help them get a fair share of the rewards.  
With the UK government’s renewed focus on trade, and the Sustainable 
Development Goals calling for businesses to play a role in ending 
poverty, there has never been a greater opportunity to change trade for 
good. Our vision is a world without poverty, where all trade is fair and 
our mission is to use the power of trade to change the lives of people 
living in poverty. We challenge injustice in trade and work with others 
to make it fair and sustainable.

Since August sales from our church Traidcraft stall have totalled £850 
and 10% of that total ie £85 has been sent to its charity, Traidcraft 
Exchange by Hilary Schmidt-Hansen, our local Traidcraft supplier. 
This is thanks to your support of our monthly stall which will be back 
again on Sunday 2nd February.

Evelyn Ho and Janet Grant

        Look backward with Gratitude;
   Look onward with hope;
   Look upward with confidence.
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JANUARY OFFERTORY ROTA
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 For EVERYBODY with  a birthday in
January,  we wish you a Very happy
day especially to  
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Penny Brain has forwarded an update on the website

Wondering what Hymns we are having in Church this Sunday, 
or forgotten what date that special event was on?
Check out the Church Website and click on "Notices" and 
"Special Events."
During 2019 we have had visitors to the Website from many 
different countries including USA, Poland, China, Germany, 
Ireland, France, Canada, Ukraine and Nigeria. An average of 53
visitors per day.
Interestingly the most popular day is a Tuesday at 9:00 a.m



Do not be in a hurry to fill up an empty space
with words and embellishments, before it has
been filled with a deep interior peace.

Father Alexander Elchaninov

14



FEBRUARY  2020  DIARY DATES

8th 10.00-      12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch
10th 10.00      Monday Makers 
11th 10.00am    Holy Communion

10.00am    Knit, Stitch & Natter
24th     10.00am    Monday Makers
24th 2.30pm      Men’s Meeting Point 
24th    7.30pm       Church Council
29th 10.00am – 4,00pm Open Day for JMA. See Page 3

WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday:   10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa 
Monday 2.30pm Bible Study
Tuesday:      10th 10.00-12.noon Monday Makers  

10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter  



10.00am Prayer Group 
                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton
Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group
Friday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 
                        2.00pm   Cake and Company 

Items for February Reporting are needed at the latest by Sunday,
January 26th   by SG S/A 296789 or e.mail;

sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com

Church office     phone number  01789 298835
                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists

Words from St.Patrick
May the strength of God pilot us.
May the power of God preserve us.
May the wisdom of God instruct us.
May the hand of God protect us.
May the way of God direct us.
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