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Dear Friends

Three crosses…

Christianity has been using ‘X’ as a symbol of the faith since the 
fourth century. In Greek Christ is spelt Χριστός. The first letter is 
the Greek letter ‘X’ (pronounced Chi). This symbol was 
emblazoned on the armour of Constantine’s solders.  Since the 
16th Century Christians have used the abbreviation Xmas for 
Christmas.  

Perhaps as we write our Christmas or Xmas cards we will include
and ‘X’ after our name as a symbol of the love we have for the 
recipients.  

Soon the country goes to the polls in a General Election.  We will 
each place our mark in the form of a cross, ‘X ‘, by our chosen 
candidate.  The Joint Public Issues Team  (JPIT) is a group 
working on behalf of the Baptist Union, the Church of Scotland, 
the Methodist Church and the United reformed Church to equip 
Christians to pray and act on issues of peace and justice. JPIT 
has published  ‘Love, Pray, Vote’ as guidance on how to decide 
where, as followers of Christ, to place our ‘X’.  I have put copies 
of ‘Love, Pray, Vote’ on the table by the entrance door of the 
church if you would like to take one.



‘X’ will be used in at least three ways for many of us this 
December – as a symbol of Christ, a mark of love and our mark 
on a ballot paper.  This December may our faith in ‘X’ (Christ) and
his way of ‘X’ (love) help us decide where to place our ‘X’ (mark 
on the ballot paper).

Peace, Love, Joy and Hope be yours this Christmas

Audrey Simpson

The Church Christmas Card  will be available from today.
Please see Maureen
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A family event with storytelling, music, film show, craft activities, 
                                food & ‘Food for Thought’.

Community Carol Singing at 3.00pm.



They go by different names – Magi, Wisemen and Kings.  Some hymns and 
traditions name and number them and give them camels to ride.  Little is 
recorded in the Bible about the bearers of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh and 
in the absence of knowledge tradition has flourished.

On Saturday 7th December we are having our Advent Event this year called 
‘Journey with the Kings’.  Places for reflection and prayer stations will be set 
up in the church and Wesley Hall: stopping points on the journey where we 
can listen to the stories, music and poems; spend time discerning the ways of 
God, reflect on their gifts and the gifts we give at Christmas, talk with Herod, 
sitting or kneeling before the Christ-child and relaxing and reflecting in the 
oasis.  Come on the journey anytime between 10am and 3 pm.  We will have 
Carol Singing with the Kings from 3pm-4pm.  Refreshments will be available 
throughout the day. 
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Advent and Christmas events at Stratford Methodist Church



Preachers for December

Stratford-upon-Avon        Henley in Arden
Dec 1st       10.30am Revd Audrey Simpson        Miss Lilian Fitton
Dec 8th       10.30am      Mr.Stafford Mortimer         Revd Audrey Simpson
Dec 15th     10.30am Revd Audrey Simpson      Mr. James Steele

       3,00pm Revd Audrey Simpson -Blue Christmas Service
                    6.00pm Revd Audrey Simpson -United Ecumenical Service
Dec 22nd   10.30am Revd.Peter Powers       Revd Audrey Simpson     
                    5.00pm Revd Audrey Simpson -Carol Service
Dec 24th     4.00pm Revd.Audrey Simpson -Christingle Service
Dec 25th    11.00am Revd Audrey Simpson        9.30am Revd Simpson
Dec 29th    10.30am Revd Sam McBratney        No Service

4



REMINDERS
Carol singing outside the
theatre for Action for
Children on Friday, December
13th at 6.30pm. 
Mince pies at church
afterwards.
Please come to help with
the singing 
or shake a bucket

5th DEC Dale Street Concert in Support of AFC  at     
  7.45pm.  Divertimento Music for Voices present 

‘A Christmas Story’

NEW dates for your diary

Cedar Lawn Residential Home Christmas Fete
Saturday 14th December   10 – 12

Please pop along and support your local MHA Home.

MHA Cedar Lawn Residential Home,
Cedar Close, Stratford CV37 6UP

0n Saturday 25th January at 7.00pm the Coventry Salvation Army band 
will be giving a concert in Church.  Tickets at £10 each will be available 
after Christmas.  Make a note in your new diary.  They last came and 
played for us in 2014 and gave us a brilliant evening, and I can assure 
you no one nodded off!

5.

PRAY FOR PEACE IN HONG KONG



In our recent visit to Hong Kong to meet up with Lim’s family there, we
made a visit to St John’s Cathedral as we have a friend working there as 
a priest. It was good to talk with Rev Will Newman to share our 
concerns with the current unrest in Hong Kong and it was good to know
that the cathedral clergy are very engaged in working with the very 
divided community and trying to bring reconciliation. The following 
prayer was on the Cathedral Notice Board.

Compassionate God and Father of all,
We are horrified at violence
In so many parts of the world.
It seems that none are safe and some are terrified,
Hold back the hands that kill and maim;
Turn around the hearts that hate.
Grant instead your strong Spirit of Peace –
Peace that passes understanding
But changes lives,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

             L & E

Please Remember L and E and their family in our prayers

J.M.A envelopes for the December to February quarter are available 
from today.
I was really sorry having to cancel  the arranged Sunday luncheon  on 
October 27th but time ran out for me. However, Bill and I have decided
to have an open day on Saturday, February 29th between 10.30am and
4.00pm and further details will be in the January Reporting

6



  ü The Green Corner þ

Measuring Carbon Emissions

According to Mark Twain there are three kinds of lies:  Lies, Damned 
Lies and Statistics.  The Climate Emergency has resulted in a number of
governments and individuals quoting statistics and while they may not 
be lies some of them are definitely not quite what they seem.

Politicians have boldly announced targets to reach net-zero carbon 
emissions within their borders and proudly shout about how their 
country emits less CO2 than other countries – usually China.  However, 
there is a key difference between emissions generated in a country 
(produced) and those generated in the production of everything 
consumed in that country, including imports (consumption).

In order to achieve these carbon-neutral targets it is key that we 
significantly reduce the carbon we emit.  Therefore it is critical that we 
are using measures that reflect all elements of emissions, so that 
relevant steps are taken to bring those emissions down.

Take the UK.  The CO2 emissions consumed in the country are 40% 
higher than the CO2 emissions produced, mainly because a lot of the 
goods we consume are imported and our economy is much more 
service-led.  In the EU the difference is 19% and in the US 8%.  China 
meanwhile, despite being the largest emitter of CO2 in the world, 
consumes around 13% less than it produces.  Consumption emissions 
per person in the UK are larger than those in China, not a statistic you 
hear our politicians shouting quite so loudly. 
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The other concern with the current production-based targets is that they 
ignore the emissions from transporting exports from one country to the 
other, either by air or sea.  No country is taking responsibility for 
targeting and reducing these emissions when they set production-based 
targets.  Of the 19 countries in the Carbon Neutrality Coalition none 
have set net-zero targets that explicitly aim to reduce consumption.

So is the solution to reduce the reliance on imports, thus making the 
production measure more relevant and reducing emissions from 
transport?  Unfortunately, that may be counter-productive, as many 
products can be produced in other countries with much lower emissions,
which more than compensate for the emissions from transport.  For 
example, tomatoes grown in a heated glasshouse in the UK emit three 
times as much CO2 as those grown in Spain.  Research at Lancaster 
University showed that keeping an English apple in cold storage until 
June emits as much carbon as shipping a fresh apple from New Zealand.

The solution to the problem appears to be to persuade politicians and 
governments to drop the production measures and switch to aiming for 
net zero consumption emissions.  This would be a much tougher target 
to meet, but at least gets away from what Greta Thunberg called 
“creative carbon accounting.”  Maybe we should update Twain’s 
definition to Lies, Damned Lies, Statistics and Creative Carbon 
Accounting.

Peter Evan

WESLEYS

Wesleys is a very successful Mothers and children’s group within our church, 
meeting every Wednesday and Friday mornings in the New Room
Since the last leader realised her school job was growing, she moved  on from 
us and we now have a new leader, called N C who has really settled into the 
job. Such is the popularity of the group within the town that they are thinking of 
having a 3rd morning on Tuesday but this will need volunteers to help make 
the children’s refreshments. Would you be willing to do one morning every 
three months. It would be such a wonderful help. If you can help please 
contact G L
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REMINDERS

4th December -- Dementia Friendly, Carols, Cookies and Coffee 
Service  11am, at Ullenhall Village Hall (B95 5NW). 

You are very welcome to come to the Carol, Cookies and 
Coffee event. This is a Dementia friendly event but open to 
all.

We are pleased to say that charitable status has been 
granted to the new venture ‘Henley and District Dementia 
Café’.  Meetings will be held on the second Wednesday of 
each month from 10.30 am- 12.30 pm.  The first meeting will 
be on 12th February – all welcome. We are very pleased to 
say that the Circuit has supported this initiative with a start 
up grant of £400.

Our Christmas Day service for those who like an early start 
is at 9.30 am.
1st December --Ecumenical Advent service at St John’s at 6pm to 
which all are welcome.  Refreshments are served before the service.

ANSWERS



Pyramid Tree
                   A
                 AS
               SEA
              SANE
             LANES
            ANGELS
           BANGLES
          SINGABLE
         BLEATINGS
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Blue Christmas

From early November, shops, media and advertising have colluded to
convince us that Christmas is magical, full of joy and fulfilment. Cares
are to be banished and laughing children reinforce the message that
sadness and anxiety have no place in the festivities.

But  not everyone is caught up in the razzamatazz of Christmas. For
some sorrow is the overwhelming emotion felt at Christmas. For some
there is a sense of being on the outside looking in on the ‘fun’.  For
some  the  realities  of  life  jar  with  the  glittering  image  of  the  pre-
packaged Christmas.

On Sunday  15th December  at  3pm there  will  be  a  ‘Blue  Christmas
Service’ at Stratford Methodist Church.  The service will be very simple
– a mixture of carols and readings to tell the Christmas story; prayers
which acknowledge pain and emptiness alongside the Christian hope; a
reflection  which  gently  speaks  of  light  in  darkness  and  spaces  for
silence.

All  are  welcome  at  this  service.   Refreshments  will  be  served
afterwards.



Christmas Story Searchword

Word List   Angel:  Ass;   Balthasar;
Bethlehem;  Camels; Caspar;  Gold;
Donkey;   Frankincense;  Hay;   Inn;
Jesus;   Joseph;   King  Herod;
Manger;   Mary;   Melchior;   Myrrh;
Nazareth  Oxen;  Sheep;  Shepherds;
Stable; Star;  Wise Men. 

This word search appeared in the first
issue  of  the  church  magazine.  Find
out more about it on Page 15.
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Marriage and Relationships

The  Methodist  Conference  2019  discussed  Marriage and
Relationships and  this has raised a number of questions across the
Church.  The one which has caused most discussion is whether the
marriages of same-sex couples can take place in Methodist buildings.
The  full  report  (69  pages)  can  be  found  at
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-
and-relationships-report.pdf 

Conference has asked that the Spring Synods discuss, amend and
vote on proposals which will come before the Conference of 2020 for
decision.  The Circuits or churches do not vote at this stage.  Rather
each Circuit  has been asked to provide opportunities  for  people  to
discuss the issues, share their thinking and the means to report back
to  Synod  representatives.   Our  Circuit  has  booked  four  ‘Circle
Meetings’.  These are primarily listening meetings where those who
take  part  give  their  own  views,  not  for  purposes  of  debate  or
argument, but rather to have their views heard by others in the group.
As the name implies the group sit in a circle and take it  in turns to
speak.  The  meeting  is  facilitated  by  a  Guardian  and  a  Chaplain.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf


Anyone planning to attend one of the meetings is asked to read the
information leaflet which will be available on the table by the entrance
to  the  church  before  attending  a  meeting.   There  is  a  wealth  of
background information on the Methodist website. You can attend any
of the four meetings. 

KINETON:- THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2.30-4PM

WARWICK:- SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2.30-4PM 

KENILWORTH:- SATURDAY 11TH JANUARY 10.30-12 MIDDAY 

STRATFORD: SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY 10.30-12 MIDDAY 

Audrey Simpson
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From the Prayer Group.

    The journey of the Magi was an 

act of discernment – they were 
indeed wise men.

They noticed the changes in the night sky and believed that these 
changes indicated the rise of a new power or king.  They studied hard 
and set out to find the new born.  After being summoned to meet with 
Herod they discerned that he intended to harm the Bethlehem baby.  
They decided to ignore Herod’s request to let him have more 
information about the baby and travelled home by a different route.  
Much is made of the significance of the gifts they gave to the baby.  
The fact that Matthew names the gifts I think indicates that he believed
that the Magi gave gifts which  revealed Jesus’ identity and work.

Here is a prayer for wisdom, guidance and discernment by Thomas 
Merton.



O Lord God, I have no idea where I am going, I do not see the road 
ahead of me, I cannot know for certain where it will end.  

Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following 
Your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.  But I believe that 
the desire to please You does in fact please You.  I hope I have that 
desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart 
from that desire to please You.  I know that if I do this You will lead me 
by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore I will trust You always though I may seem to be lost and in 
the shadow of death.  I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and You 
will never leave me to make my journey alone.   
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This recipe was recently sent to me by my daughter, Katharine when 
she was off-loading some unwanted books. Have you made a Christmas
Cake yet? Perhaps this is an alternative
I am not sure that I agree with SOLOMON’S ‘prescription’ for the 
making of a good boy but imagine the cake tastes good



And here is a different kind of  Cake – 
A GOOD FRIENDSHIP CAKE

Take the measurements from above and replace 
the ingredients with the following :- Love; butter 
of youth; good looks; sweet temper; blindness of 
faults; self forgetfulness; pounded wit; good 
humour; sweet argument; rippling laughter; wine 
glass of common sense; modesty.

Work everything together till it is very well mixed, then gently cook for 
ever
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DOOR STEWARDS FOR JANUARY 2020      FLOWER ROTA  
   
 5TH REG EDWARDS JANUARY 5th - 

KATHLEEN MARRIOTT NOREEN PRICE

12TH SUE RIMMER JANUARY 12th-
JANET LAMPITT BRENDA BIRNIE

19TH JANE COLLETTE JANUARY 19th
GILLIAN LOADER PENELOPE HAND

26TH VIDA PEARCE JANUARY 26TH-
BILL GILES JOAN TAYLOR 

COFFEE ROTA  JANUARY
5th   Marilyn Dobson  and Gill Pickles
     12th  Kath Marriott and Carolyn Evans

19th Penelope Hand and Lynne Dunningham
26th   Steve Peacop and Jan Grant

DECEMBER OFFERTORY ROTA

1ST DAVID DUMPER        BARBARA HAGGETT



8TH GILLIAN EDWARDS        MALCOLM SMITH
15TH MARGARET FARMERY       BILL GILES
22ND MICHAEL LEDGARD        GILLIAN BOWERS
29TH MARGARET SMITH        JOAN TAYLOR

 For EVERYBODY with  a birthday in
 DECEMBER, we wish you a Very Happy 
Day especially to  Jan Gardner; Gillian 
Ledgard; Kath Fraser; Sheila Giles and 

an extra special big one to Tom Terry

                                
14

I thought this was a most attractive 
musical sign, Makes music look as if it 
can be fun  --  which it is,
Do you enjoy singing?
Would you think about helping the  
Singers for this year’s Carol Service. 
We are  very low in number at this time.
Qualifications are minimal – really just 
an enjoyment of sharing God’s message 

   through song.
The service is on December 22nd at 5.00pm and we hope to sing some 
very simple pieces as well as all the well known carols. I know many 
people like to sing so will you please help us. Please have a word with 
me after service or give me a ring on 296789

JUST OUT OF INTEREST
This month, Reporting celebrates 29 years of being published. Junior
church staff sent the young folk out as reporters to find out what was 
happening in their church and so ‘REPORTING was born, though that 



title did not start until  October 1991. I’ll tell you more over the next 
issues

This passage about the joy of friendship is by Percy Bysshe Shelley

It is a sweet thing, friendship, a dear balm,
A happy and auspicious bird of calm,

Which tides o’er life’s ever tumultuous ocean;
A god which broods o’er chaos in commotion;

A flower which fresh as Lapland roses are,
Lifts its bold head into the world’s  frore air,
And blooms most radiantly when others die,
Health, hope, and youth, and brief prosperity

A star which moves not mid the moving heavens alone
A smile among dark frowns – a gentle tone

Among rude voices, a beloved light,
A solitude, a refuge, a delight
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JANUARY  2020  DIARY DATES

7th 10.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Knit, Stitch & Natter recommences

11th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch 
13th 10.00-12.noon Monday Makers  recommences   
19th 10.30am  COVENANT SERVICE shared with Holy Trinity
27th 2.30pm Men’s Meeting Point 

WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday:   10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa 
Tuesday:      10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter  

10.00am Prayer Group 
                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton
Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group
Friday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 
                        2.00pm   Cake and Company 

The JANUARY 2020 Reporting will be published on JAN 12TH



 the second Sunday of the month. Any items are needed at the latest
by Sunday  January 5th by Sheila S/A 296789 or

e.mail;sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com

Church office     phone number  01789 298835
                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists
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