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Dear Friends 

Thank you Maureen for organising another fun filled Beetle 
evening.  For the first time in years some adults won.  The 
next Beetle Drive will be the on 17th February at 4pm. 

The Talking Jesus course is almost finished.  Seven of us 
attended the course and found it has increased our 
confidence in talking about faith. 

I am going to put on a short course on What is Methodism. 
This course will look at the beliefs, practices, structure and 
history of the Methodist Church.  The first two meetings will 
be on 10 December and 14th January from 2pm-3.30pm in 
SR2.  

There is a sense of industry in the air as people prepare for 
the Christmas Bazaar which will be held on 30th November 
and the Journey with the Kings event which will be on 7th 
December (10 am-4pm).  

On 24 November morning worship will be led by Mr Peter 
Selby.  Peter is a member at Dale St and has just completed 
his training as a Local Preacher. 

In the Circuit we are seeking a new Superintendent to follow 
on from the Rev’d Peter Powers who will move to a new 
appointment in August 2020.  Please remember in your 
prayers our Circuit Stewards, Kath Fraser, Janet Mee, Trevor 
Pethick and Miranda Tarrant as they work with the Chair of 
District to find a suitable person.                  Kind regards 

                                                                              Audrey Simpson 
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Christtmas Bazaar November 30th 10.30a.m. start 
 

'The bazaar is the largest money maker of the year in our Church and 
runs from 10.30 to 2.30pm on Saturday 30th  November.  We still need 
a lot of help. Please can you give a couple of hours or just make a day 
of it.  Set up will be on Friday afternoon.  Drinks and biscuits will be 
served in the morning, lunch in the side rooms, and teas and cake in 
the afternoon in the main hall and the foyer.  If you are on a stall and 
want lunch please reserve it, and don't forget lunch is a 'stall' like all 
the others and they want to make a profit also.  Contributions to any 
of the stalls can be made at any time and left on the stage.  If you have 
any suggestions just let me know.  
 

There are flyers on the table in the foyer, take some and give them to 
your friends. 
 

 It's a wonderful and enjoyable day, all of us working together showing 
the outside world what a great place Stratford upon Avon Methodist 
Church is…….. come and be part of it.' 
 

       The stalls this year include teas/coffees; lunches; tombola; crafts; 
     bric-a-brac; plants; bouncy castle; cakes and produce;  AND  
     paperback books .  Items can be brought along at any time and left  
     on the stage. 
Maureen is making a request for helpers both on the Friday afternoon 
to set up and on the Saturday, helping wherever it is needed, specially 
with the clearing up afterwards. 
 
Church Christmas Card     A message from Maureen 
 

'I will be collecting donations towards the Church Family Christmas 
Card from Sunday 3rd November.  The card will be handed out to 
everyone attending Church from the first Sunday in December.  If you 
would like to know more about it just ask.  
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Reminders 



A message from the Stewards 
 

If anyone is having difficulty getting to church please let 
Margaret Farmery know and we will try and get you a lift from 

 someone living locally. 
 
 

 

Christmas Services 
 
Carol Service: 22 December 5p.m. followed 
                    by Mince Pies 
   Christingle Service: 24 December 4p.m. 
followed by 
    mince pies 
Christmas Day: 11 a.m.  
 
CHRISTMAS DINNER  --  DEC. 25TH 

after  morning service 
 

The Christmas Meal will be organised by KF If you would like to eat/or 
help in any way please let her know. 
 
 
 
Carol singing outside the 
theatre for Action for 
Children on Friday, December 
13th at 6.30pm.  
Mince pies at church 
afterwards. 
Please come to help with 
the singing  
or shake a bucket 
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Cedar Lawn Residential Home  
  

Methodist Homes for the Aged 
 
Remember, remember the 5th 
November!  Starting at 6.00 p.m. 
Cedar Lawn will be having a Fireworks 
Evening, at the home, to raise funds to 
continue  
providing vital entertainment and 
activities for  the  
residents. £5 for food and a hot drink. Pay at the door. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

MHA is re-structuring its fundraising policies at the moment and 
we are looking forward to receiving a lot more support from team 
leaders. 
Back in July, MHA and the Methodist Church signed "The 
Expression of Commitment" which states that both organisations 
will work together to:explore ways of offering support to older 
people and develop initiatives to share with others as examples 
of best practice; look for opportunities to work closer in areas 
such as joint research around issues affecting older people; 
use their shared voices to encourage people in positions of 
power and influence. to consider the needs of older people. 
Penny Brain. 
 
 
 
 Volunteers   Can you help?  Will you help? 
 
As a church we are always dependant on each of You helping where 
you are able. Several parts of our church really need help. 

Visiting Housebound members and friends at Cedar Lawn;  
 Cake and Company on Friday afternoon. 

Wesleys – our Mums and toddlers groups on  Wednesday and Friday 
and possibly Tuesdays. 



Please remember them all in your prayers. 
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Prayer for November 

from the Prayer Group. 

 

St Francis of Assisi's 

devotion to God was 

expressed through his 

love for all of God's 

creation.He cared for 

the poor and sick, 

preached sermons to 

animals and praised 

all creatures as 

brothers and sisters 

under God. 

On November 3rd at 3pm 

we will give thanks 

for the animals in our lives in the Pets' 

Service. 

 

All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing--Alleluia! 

O burning sun with golden beam 

and silver moon with softer gleam, 

O praise him, Alleluia. 

 

Dear mother earth, who day by day 

Unfolds rich blessings on our way 

O praise him, Alleluia. 

The flowers and fruits that bloom and grow 

let them his glory also show – Alleluia!  

 

Let all things their creator bless 

and worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, Alleluia. 

Praise,praise the Father, praise the Son 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One,  



Alleluia, Alleluia, Amen. 
 

Written by St. Francis who lived between 1182-1226                      6 

 

 

A free film show with refreshments and discussion with the 

film director 

 Paul Maple 

Friday 15th November 2019 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Stratford Methodist Church Centre  

Organised by 

Stratford Friends of the Earth   

Stratford Climate Action  

Come to find out what  

the Climate Solutions are 



to save the planet 

Sponsored by Stratford Methodist Eco-Church           7 

Sunday Preachers for November 
 
Stratford-upon-Avon             Henley in Arden 

Nov 3rd    10.30am Revd David Greenwood            Revd Audrey 
Simpson 

       3.00pm Revd Audrey Simpson (Pets Service) 
Nov 10th   10.30am       Revd Audrey Simpson            CC 
Nov 17th   10.30am Revd Audrey Simpson            LF 

        6.00pm United Ecumenical Service  
Nov 24th   10.30am Mr Peter Selby            Revd Audrey Simpson 
 
 
Stratford Methodist Church Website 
 

website email address: soamcwebsite@gmail.com 
 
If you would like a particular Hymn from Singing the Faith put 
onto the Website in the form of "Hymn of the Day" please let me 
know. 
The Website is about to change it's image and If you are 
organising a Church event and you would like it publicised on the 
Church Website please send me the details. It is never too 
early to tell me and there is plenty of space on the Website to 
accommodate advertising. Penny Brain 
 
 
 
Wesleys 
If you would like to help or know anybody who would like to help 
please let me know. Some volunteers are doing quite a few days 
and It is getting increasingly difficult to fill all the dates so if you 
feel  able to help please contact me. 
Many  thanks 
Gillian Ledgard  



 
 
Are you interested in being part of a Concert Party to entertain at 
Cedar Lawn? Margaret Farmery is trying to set something up. A 
group already go to Cedar Lodge  with hymn singing on some 
Mondays.  Do you fancy joining in either venture. 
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We’d like to invite you to the Dementia Friendly Carols, 
Cookies and Coffee Service on 4th December, 11am, at 
Ullenhall Village Hall (B95 5NW).  We held a similar event 
last year which was attended by about forty people.  It was a 
very happy event and we were pleased that some friends 
from Stratford were able to join us.  This year we are holding 
the carol service in Ullenhall Village Hall because that is 
going to be the base of the Henley and District Dementia 
Café.  The Café will meet every month on the second 
Wednesday of the month from 10.30 am. 

On 1st December there will be an ecumenical Advent service 
at St John’s at 6pm to which all are welcome.  Refreshments 
are served before the service. 

 
In1982, Stratford Church started supporting an Overseas Sponsorship 
Scheme  by which members pay money to help Grandparents and 
children in poorer countries to receive help with their daily living. We 
now sponsor 8 children and 7 Senior Citizens from different countries 
including Ethiopia; Kenya; Ghana; Guatemala; India; Jamaica; Burma; 
Nigeria and Bangladesh, We receive letters from them and the children 
send us pictures and tell us of the hopes for the future. 



The organisations behind the charities are Action Aid – ACT  dealing 
with the children we sponsor and Age International AI looking after the 

Senior Citizens. We have recently received letters from Abednego a 
boy of 7 who lives in Nigeria and Bayey another 7 year old girl who 
lives in Ethiopia. Here is the letter from Abednego

     9 

Abednego tells us his family are in good health condition. He is in 
Primary 5 learning to know how to make simple sentences in English. 
He likes playing football with his friends Simeon, Abija and Bobo. 
Abednego and his parents sleep outside at night to enjoy fresh air 
because  the weather here is hot. His parents are farmers. They grow 
crops such as  millet, maize, rice and beans for family consumption and 
for commercial purpose. Abednego helps his parents in fetching water 
and washes dishes. Happy to say Thank you and hope to hear from you 
soon.  You can read letters from others we support, on any Sunday 
morning if you see Graham  or Jan at their table. They also say if you 
would like to write to any of the people we help, let them know 

Answers  
  Sports All Sorts 

1. Football      2. Scrambling 3. Badminton           4. Bobsleigh 

5. Rugby      6. Cricket 7. Squash          8. Rowing 

 

9, Discus              10. Sailing                 11. Sprinting         12. Polo 
 

13. Basketball      14. Golf                    15. Netball                16.Croquet 
 

17.Bowls           18.Darts                       19. Boxing                 20. Fencing 
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THE TROJAN WOMEN by Euripides 
First performed in 415 BC, the play’s dramatist looks at the effect of 
war through the women’s eyes as they wait to be carried off into slavery 
by the victorious Greeks. 
 
This production is dedicated to the women and children still being 
abused in acts of war and to all victims of slavery. In the recent past we 
remember Bosnian and Yazidi women and girls along with the students 
from Chibok, Nigeria.  
 
Following the production, the Right Revd Dr Alistair Redfern (retired 
Bishop of Derby) will be speaking on the subject of modern slavery, 
Sunday 24 th November at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity.  
 
He will remind us of the estimated 13000 slaves in this country today, 
living and working in plain sight. We have all seen them. We have all 
benefited from their labour. Many have been trafficked into this 
country, but one quarter are British - primarily vulnerable children and 
adults. 
 
If we sometimes feel helpless when atrocities take place in other 
countries, surely we can play a part in pressing for concerted action 
against slavery in 21 st century Britain and in supporting the victims, for 
whom life after freedom is often fraught.  
 
With authorities overstretched, short of money or caught up in their 
own bureaucracy there is work to be done by faith groups. The Church 
of England is active through the Clewer Initiative as is the Methodist 
Church through the Adavu Project based in Birmingham. There will be 
a collection for the Clewer Initiative after each production. 
 



Prayer.  We are not here simply by our own choosing; We are 

here by Christ’s calling. Let all we do  and say, sing and think 

this day be faithful to his leading. Amen 
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Churches Together and Food Bank – We have a Chaplain! 

It gives me great pleasure to advise you that our Foodbank now has a 
Chaplain. At a recent meeting of Churches Together, Stratford’s Church 
leadership team agreed to provide the Foodbank with a chaplain. This 
will be a rotating role for one year and started as of September this 
year. The first Church leader to take up this position will be Revd. 
Audrey Simpson of Stratford upon Avon Methodist Church. 
 

Background 
Longstanding volunteers will recall that our Foodbank was originally 
launched through Churches Together back in 2013 when the Salvation 
Army withdrew from our town and was no longer able to provide a 
night time soup kitchen. As a response to this Stratford’s ‘Churches 
Together’ united to launch a Foodbank with significant support from 
Holy Trinity and the URC Church.  
 

Our links with the churches in Stratford are still extremely important 
and the creation of this new Chaplain’s role is a recognition of that. 
The Foodbank provides many Christians in Stratford with an 
opportunity to stand shoulder to shoulder with fellow Christians, 
regardless of denomination, (as well as non Christians), and to put 
their faith into action. The Foodbank recognises that we need 
volunteers of all faiths and none in order to deliver our, sadly, much 
needed service. 
 

What will the Chaplain do? 
Revd. Audrey will provide support to both volunteers and to clients. 
When possible Audrey will attend a distribution session, a warehouse 
session or Foodbank event. She will chat with clients and volunteers. 
On occasions, and if requested, she may pray with clients and 
volunteers, or, most likely, she will simply listen and reflect on what 
has been said to her.   



What will happen now 
Fiona MacVie (our churches coordinator) will be working closely with 
Audrey to help her get up to speed with how we work. Audrey will be 
completing volunteer application forms and signing confidentiality 
agreements just like any other volunteer. Fiona will be arranging for  
 
Audrey to visit the cabins for a quick tour and to attend the start or 
end of a distribution session.  
With Audrey’s help Fiona is arranging a set of prayers to be made 
available in the cabin for use at the start of sessions. We hope soon to 
also have a small prayer box in the front cabin where volunteers and 
clients can request prayers to be said on their behalf, or on behalf of 
people they know, should they so wish.  

 
Audrey is also very happy to be contacted by any volunteer who may 
wish to discuss any aspect of their volunteering experience with her. 
We know that sometimes the stories our clients tell us can be difficult 
to hear so the opportunity to discuss them outside of a distribution 
session may be helpful. Audrey can be contacted on 01789 267971 or 
revaes@gmail.com 
 

 
Team Leader Note 
Please be reassured that Audrey knows how cramped for space we are 
and will ensure her presence does not detract from the delivery of our 
service. Whilst I appreciate not all volunteers are Christians, I would 
ask that we allow our Christian colleagues to take advantage of this 
new role. If you are a team leader and Audrey is in attendance at your 
session you may ask her, if you feel comfortable, to lead some brief 
prayers at the start of distribution session. 
 

A word from Audrey 
 

“I am delighted to be a part of Stratford’s Foodbank – I have seen the 
work and impact the charity has made in the town and I am looking 
forward to supporting this work in my role as Chaplain. I would be 
delighted to speak with any volunteer (or client) who wishes tom make 
contact with me. Marion 

mailto:revaes@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

   The Green Corner  
 
 

The Shocking decline of UK wildlife. 
 
Article in The Guardian in October. 
Written by Damian Carrington,  Environmental Editor. 
 

Populations of the UK’s most important wildlife have fallen by an 
average of 60% since 1970, according to the most comprehensive 
analysis to date.  
  
The State of Nature report also found the area inhabited by 
officially designated “priority species” has shrunk by 27%.  The 
species are those deemed most important and threatened, and 
include  hedgehogs, hares and bats,  birds such as the willow tit and 
the turtle dove, and insects such as the high brown fritillary 
butterfly.  
 

The report finds no let-up in the losses to all animals, plants and 
marine life, despite some successes in protecting individual species. 
It found that 41% of species had decreased in abundance, whilst 
just 26% had  increased . 
 

A quarter of UK mammals and nearly half of the birds assessed are 
at risk of extinction, according to the report, which was produced 
by a coalition of more than 70 wildlife organisations and 
government conservation agencies.  When plants, insects and fungi 



are added, one in seven of the 8,400 UK species assessed are at risk 
of extinction, with 133 lost since 1500. 
 

The causes of the losses are the intensification of farming, pollution 
from fertiliser, manure and plastic, the destruction of habitats in 
order to build houses, the climate crisis and invasive alien species.  
The State of Nature shows no significant improvement since the last 
assessment in 2016, which said the UK was “among the most nature 
depleted countries in the world”                                                    16 
 
The losses mirror the global  annihilation  of wildlife, which 
scientists suggest is the start of the sixth mass extinction on Earth 
and is undermining the natural life-support systems that humanity 
relies on for air, water and food.  

Jan Grant 
 

Bible animals and birds fill-in puzzle 
Put the words below in their correct place above 

 
     3 letter words         4 letter words 5 letter words 
     APE BEAR    HAWK CAMEL 



     COW CALF    LAMB EAGLE 
     EWE COLT    LION HERON 
     OWL DEER    MULE QUAIL 
     RAM FISH    OXEN RAVEN 
 FROG    WOLF HORSE 
    6 letter word GOAT    WORM  SHEEP 
    LI ZARD   

       7 letter words 9 Letter word
        OSTRICH     SWALLOW CORMORANT
        SPARROW   VULTURE 
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 STEWARDS FOR  NOVEMBER      STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER 
  Not known for previous Reporting   

3RD GILLIAN LOADER     1ST GILLIAN BOWERS 
BILL GILES  PENNY BRAIN 

 
10TH      ROSEMARY CORVIN    8TH WINNIE CHILDERHOUSE 

ELIZABETH WALKER  JAN GRANT 
 
17TH HELEN JORDAN  15TH CAROL HUNT 

SYLVIA BEVAN  JAN GARDENER  
 
24TH     STEVE FARMERY   22ND AM  LYNNE DUNNINGHAM 

JACKY  MAY               GRAHAM MIATT 
 
FLOWER ROTA  DECEMBER   22ND  PM   MALCOLM SMITH 

             KATH FRASER 
DECEMBER 1ST - 
BARBARA HAGGETT   25TH STEWARDS 
 
DECEMBER 8TH -                                          29TH GRAHAM HOLLOWELL 
STEPHEN PEACOP GILL PICKLES 
 
DECEMBER 15TH -  IN MEMORY 
OF MARY AND VINCENT GLADWIN        NOVEMBER OFFERTORY ROTA 
 
DECEMBER 22ND –    3RD    MARGARET FARMERY 
TOM AND EILEEN TERRY               BARABARA  HAGGETT 
 
DECEMBER 29TH –    10TH  MICHAEL LEDGARD 
SHARON STROUD MALCOLM SMITH 
 



   17TH   MARGARET SMITH 
STEVE FARMERY 

 
   24TH  JOHN PARKES 

GILLIAN BOWERS 
COFFEE ROTA  DECEMBER 
1st   Kath Fraser and Penny Brain 

8th Gillian Loader and Shirley Dumper 
15th  Gillian Ledgard and Ray Childerhouse 

22nd Jacky and Claire May 
 29th    Brenda Birnie and Marilyn Shorey 
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 For EVERYBODY with  a birthday  
 in NOVEMBER, we wish you 
 a Very Happy Day especially to  
Margaret Newton; Jane Rowley and 
MalcomSmith 

 

                                 

 
 
 

 
Action for Children. Dale Street, Leamington Spa 

 
If you have been a supporter of Action for Children, you may be 
pleased to know that Dale Street in Leamington still support the charity 
and KM has given me the details of a  Christmas Concert on December 
5th  at 7.45pm called ‘A Christmas Story’ gjven by Divertimento Music 
for Voices 
I have put a poster up  in the foyer and the Wesley Hall with details of 
costs and programme. 
 



 
 

Talk not of sad November, when a day 
Of warm, glad sunshine fills the sky of noon 
And a wind, borrowed from some morn of June, 
Stirs the brown grasses and the leafless spray 

 
Close to my heart I fold each lovely thing 
The sweet day yields; and, not disconsolate, 
With the calm patience of the woods, I wait 
For leaf and blossom when God gives us spring. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  2019  DIARY DATES 
 
3rd 10.00am Holy Communion 
5th Dale Street Concert in Support of AFC (Poster in Hall) 
7th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  
9th 10.00-12.noon Monday Makers --last meeting this year 
13th 6.30pm Carol Singing at the Theatre for Action for Children 
16th Men’s Meeting Point Coffee Morning 
18th Wesley Christmas Party 
31st 10.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter restarts 
 

 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Sunday: 10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  
Tuesday: 10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter  

10.00am Prayer Group  
                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 
Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 
Friday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  
                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 

Items for December Reporting are needed at the latest by 



Sunday November 24th 
by Sheila S/A 296789 or e.mail; sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk 

 
 

Church email       stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 
                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 
 
 
 

Happiness is as a butterfly which, when pursued, 
is always beyond our grasp, but which, 
 if you  sit  quietly, may alight upon you 
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