
 
 
 
 

  

 

The Green Corner  
 
 

The Shocking decline of UK wildlife. 
 

Article in The Guardian in October. 
Written by Damian Carrington,  Environmental Editor. 
 

Populations of the UK’s most important wildlife have fallen by an 
average of 60% since 1970, according to the most comprehensive 
analysis to date.  
  
The State of Nature report also found the area inhabited by 
officially designated “priority species” has shrunk by 27%.  The 
species are those deemed most important and threatened, and 
include  hedgehogs, hares and bats,  birds such as the willow tit and 
the turtle dove, and insects such as the high brown fritillary 
butterfly.   
 

The report finds no let-up in the losses to all animals, plants and 
marine life, despite some successes in protecting individual species. 
It found that 41% of species had decreased in abundance, whilst 
just 26% had  increased . 
 

A quarter of UK mammals and nearly half of the birds assessed are 
at risk of extinction, according to the report, which was produced 
by a coalition of more than 70 wildlife organisations and 
government conservation agencies.  When plants, insects and fungi 



are added, one in seven of the 8,400 UK species assessed are at risk 
of extinction, with 133 lost since 1500. 
 

The causes of the losses are the intensification of farming, pollution 
from fertiliser, manure and plastic, the destruction of habitats in 
order to build houses, the climate crisis and invasive alien species.   
The State of Nature shows no significant improvement since the last 
assessment in 2016, which said the UK was “among the most nature 
depleted countries in the world”                                                    16 
 

The losses mirror the global  annihilation  of wildlife, which 
scientists suggest is the start of the sixth mass extinction on Earth 
and is undermining the natural life-support systems that humanity 
relies on for air, water and food.  
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