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All we Can Harvest Appeal 2019

Prayer for farming communities, especially in Ethiopia where rains are only once a year
instead of two as in the past, due to the climate change in that region.

God of the earth, ground of all being, You created the conditions for life to flourish.
You formed a world filled with beauty and potential. We thank you for the gift of harvest.

The many blessings we have received by your grace.

We are sorry for the times we have destroyed your earth by our carelessness or
selfishness and by our inaction. Forgive us, Lord of the earth, for the damage we have

caused to your beautiful creation.

God of the harvest, creator of all life. Move us, by your Spirit 
to plant seeds of new life, To work together to overcome injustice and poverty.

To change the narrative around climate change and global heating.
To build a world where all farmers, all people can flourish and see their potential fulfilled

May our prayers be the sprouting of a seed within us.
A seed of hope.  A seed of resurrection.

A seed of grace and transformation.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

All information provided by All we Can 2019



 

Dear Friends

This Sunday we celebrate Harvest at Stratford.  The Harvest 
produce will be taken to the Foodbank.  Any Harvest financial 
gifts from the service and the Friendship Lunch will be given to All
We Can (the Methodist Relief and Development charity).  This 
year we are partnered with the farmers of Cherkos village, in 
central Ethiopia.  All We Can is working to help farmers change 
some of their crops and farming methods to adapt to changes to 
their land as a result of changes in their climate.  One of the 
crops new to the farmers is potatoes. At an agricultural research 
centre near to the village a variety of potato named ‘Gera’ has 
been developed which is well suited to local soil and the growing 
conditions. Gera is sown in the rainy season (June to August) 
and is ready to crop 10 weeks after sowing.  It produces large 
potatoes and stores well.  

On Sunday 13th October you will be given a card advertising the 
Pet’s Service to be held on 3rd November.  We held the first Pet’s 
service last year.  It was well attended however a number of 
people who use the building said afterwards that they wish they 
had known about it as they would like to have attended.  Please 
give the card to someone you know who has a pet or pass it on to
a dog walker in the street.

The Vice-President of Conference is coming to the Birmingham 
District on Saturday 9th November to lead a study day on the 
theme:

‘How faith works (and why it matters).  Clive is the Professor of 
Lifelong Learning at Leicester University and a research 
consultant at the Queens Foundation.  

The study day will be at Selly Oak Methodist Church B29 6HT 
from 10am-3pm. 



There is no charge for the day.  Coffee and tea will be provided 
but please take your own lunch. If you would like to attend please
inform the District Office: office@birminghammethodist.org.uk 
(01214490131).                 2

I hope that you are enjoying meeting the preachers from the other
churches in our new circuit.  On 13 October you will meet Local 
Preacher Mr Paul Tennyson and on 20th October the service of 
Holy Communion will be led by the Rev’d Sam McBratney.  Sam 
serves part-time in the circuit and part-time for the Susanna 
Wesley Institute.  

We won’t be holding a Light and Sparkle party this year.  Instead 
all the churches are supporting an All Hallows Eve Family event 
at Holy Trinity.  This will include a spooky trail through the 
graveyard, the showing of a film in the church with craft activities 
and refreshments to follow.   

Every blessing

Audrey

A new addition to Reporting is news from Henley Methodist 
Church which you will find on the centre pages. It is 
proposed by Audrey that she will do a sheet pertinent to 
Henley and the joint venture will help us all to know what is 
happening in both places. It started last month by publishing 
the Ministers  in both churches and hopefully will have a 
children’s page as Henley have some children regularly at 
church.
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Dates for your Diary
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'Monday 28th October at 4.00pm Beetle Drive.  Adults £5.00 children 
£2.50 to include hot dogs and biscuits with a drink.  Tickets available 
from the middle of October

Pet Service: Sunday 3rd November 3 p.m.

Christmas Bazaar November 30th 10.30a.m. start
       The stalls this year include teas/coffees; lunches; tombola; crafts;
     bric-a-brac; plants; bouncy castle; cakes and produce;  AND 
     paperback books.  Items can be brought along at any time and left 
     on the stage.
Maureen is making a request for helpers both on the Friday afternoon 
to set up and on the Saturday, helping wherever it is needed, specially 
with the clearing up afterwards.
Further information on the church Book Stall.  Shirley Dumper reports 
that during the last twelve months £290.00 has been raised for church 
funds from the sale of paperback books.
Thank you to everyone who has supported us by purchasing or 
donating books. We are now collecting Paperback Books only for the 
stall at the Christmas Bazaar. They can be left on the stage at any time. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Church Christmas Card   names and and donations  will be collected for
the Church Card during November.

Watch out 
Something exciting
is coming next month
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Christmas Services
Carol Service: 22 December 5p.m. followed

                    by Mince Pies
   Christingle Service: 24 December 4p.m. followed by

    mince pies
Christmas Day: 11 a.m. as usual

CHRISTMAS DINNER  --  DEC. 25TH

The Christmas Meal is being organised . If you would like to 
eat/or help in any way please let the Church Office know.

Talking Newspaper for the Blind      who meet weekly in the Upper 
Room of our church send 'Many thanks to the Cake and Company 
Group for their very generous donation of £100, which purchased 50 
new pouches to send out our talking newspaper magazine.  We 
couldn't operate without such generosity.' 
Various groups from the town record the local news from the Stratford 
Herald

A message  to all JMA contributors.

We are thinking about JMA in the service on October 27th so hope 
you can all come.
Sadly, I also informed you of a lunch that day after morning 
worship. I am very sorry that I have overbooked myself and being 
away until the Saturday am unable to do a lunch on that day  BUT 
we will have one as soon after Christmas as possible….Sorry.
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Thank you Stratford from Action Aid
Do you remember this boy? His name is Sujan and 
we have sponsored him since 2007. Each year we get 
news about him together with photos showing a shy 
little boy  becoming more confident and obviously 
fond of football and cricket. He lives in Bangladesh 
and was born in 2007. Action Aid has helped his 
mother Rawshonara  get the land she is entitled to so 
she can grow rice and vegetables providing vital 
income and food for her children.

                                        

The latest photo shows Sujan aged 12. Living 
in the slums of Dhaka  is a daily struggle. 
From living there they have a limited 
opportunity to learn of what life can offer 
beyond the slums. The youths lack reference 
and textbooks to help them with their studies. 
ActionAid asked the youth group they had 
established what they would like to see in 
their  community that would enhance their  
lives and from many ideas the most popular 
was a library or learning centre so AA found a
space to use and contacted local publishers to 
ask for help with providing books and  also 
promising more to come. One young member 
of the youth group said ‘ it has changed his 

thinking towards life. His knowledge is not now limited to where he 
lives. Life will never be the same again.’ What a success story.              6



                                                                                 

Our Harvest Service last week was led by the Rev’d David 
Greenwood (Chaplain at Cedar Lodge MHA).  The service was 
followed by a harvest lunch when we were joined by David’s wife,
the Rev’d Barbara Greenwood and our minister Audrey.  The 
produce this year went to the Stratford Food Bank.

Currently, we are working with others in the town to establish 
‘Henley and District Dementia Café’. We plan to hold the first 
event in December.  This will be a repeat of the very popular 
Dementia Friendly Christmas Service and Tea which was held for
the first time last year.  In the new year we will hold a café once 
each month at the village hall in Ullenhall.  

On 24th October from 12.30pm – 1 pm we will be holding an 
ecumenical prayer time followed by a light lunch.  

A  story 

When I was a child, my father hid tiny drawings for me to find. The
pin figures, the streets, the rivers the animals , birds and fish were a
great joy to me. One of the drawings I remember well was of a 
house set in a lovely garden. A child was playing in the garden with 
a dog and there was  small shed by a fence. Beneath the picture my 
father had written; A House, a Garden, A Little Girl; Her Puppy 
and A Man. The strange thing was I could see everything except  A 
Man. Thinking it was a puzzle picture,  I turned it round at all 
angles but still could not find him and asked my father where he 
was. ‘Oh, he popped into the shed just as I drew the door’ he 
replied ‘I put a handle on the door but he has shown himself again. 
You can’t see him, but he’s there alright.’ I was young and trusting 
enough to believe A Man was there. No one has seen God but we 
know he is there.
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THANK YOU
Thanks for giving us harvest and all the food we eat.
Thanks for all the golden grain making a field of wheat
Thanks for each day of sunshine and every shower of rain
Thanks for all the pretty flowers that grow in every lane
Thanks for all the juicy fruit and vegetables that we grow
Thanks for the beautiful coloured trees. We do enjoy them so.
We think of the busy bakers; the farmers and grocers too
The fishermen out on the rough seas and all the work they do.
Thanks for giving us harvest with all its colours gay.
Help us remember to thank you Lord every single day.
Based on a school collection.
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With many of us watching the World Athletics Championships on the 
‘box’. I thought  it might help solve this quiz more easily. I devised it
 way back in 2014 in one of my quiz books. Have fun.
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 The Green Corner 

On Friday 20th September there was a Climate School Strike in Stratford
as in many places all over the world.  As the older generation we 
supported the many young people out demonstrating for their future. 
Members of Stratford Climate Action walked through the town carrying
the ‘dying earth’ on a stretcher behind the students with their placards.

But it is the young people, inspired by Greta Thunberg, who have 
mobilised us ‘oldies’ to action. Recently friends who live in Sidmouth 
sent us the following poem that appeared in their local paper, Sidmouth 
Herald.
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THE WISDOM OF YOUNG PEOPLE 

The young have the advantage
Of seeing things just as they are
Untainted by doubt and cynicism
Their enthusiasm knows no bar.

Not concerned for practicalities
Possessing a ‘can do’ attitude

They see things far more simply
And possess endless latitude.

They are able to see what is urgent
Whilst having energy galore

They don’t accept any excuses
And aren’t phased by the law.

From Malala’s education of women
To Greta’s concern for temperature increase

Young people the whole world over
Are showing their elders the road to peace.

To peace and to a much better world
We should value young people everywhere

The time has come to give them a voice
For it’s only democratically fair.

For it is to the likes of young people
That the Kingdom of Heaven belongs

They’ll learn much more than I’ll ever know
Says the very best of Satchmo’s songs.

Fortunately a nonagenarian, Sir David Attenborough, echoes our 
youths’ concerns. “What humans do over the next 50 years will 
determine the fate of all life on the planet.”
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 For EVERYBODY with  a birthday 
in OCTOBER
we wish you a Happy Day
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Following last month’s article about NCH, MT  has sent an article of 
working with NCH as a volunteer

When I read in Reporting the way you celebrated the work of 150 years
of Action for Children, or National Children’s Homes as it used to be 
called, it brought back to me many very happy memories of when I was
a volunteer worker for NCH many years ago.  

We volunteers met each year to decide which aspect of the work we 
would each develop in our own individual way.  This took a long time as
the work was very varied, reflecting the loving help we were able to 
give to many damaged children.

The children in my area were cared for in seven houses on a large 
campus at Beggars Bush in Sutton Coldfield. They had many problems: 



some were orphans, some were homeless or suffering from terrible 
injuries, and others came from very difficult home backgrounds.  There 
was also a nursery for the babies.  One day I asked a mother what had 
happened to her toddler’s mouth.  She replied that her toddler, aged 
two, had bitten her baby, so she had pulled out her teeth to “teach her 
a lesson.”

One boy I got to know very well had his foot run over by a bus.  He was 
homeless at the time.  NCH helped him and trained him to become a 
carpenter.  

I visited schools, clubs and wherever else I was invited to speak about 
the work of NCH.  I spoke with great feeling and without notes, as my 
memory was good then.  

When we volunteers met to celebrate a milestone anniversary for NCH 
one year there was no need to discuss our theme for the year, as we all
quickly agreed on this: A Birthday Cake and a Cup of Tea!   
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NOVEMBER  2019  DIARY DATES

5th 10.00am Holy Communion
7th 2.00pm Safeguarding Training aftenoon led by Rev Audrey 

Simpson and Russell Blackwell
 9th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch 
11th 10.00-12.noon Monday Makers
20th Wesley Pasta Lunch
25th 10.00-12 noon  Monday Makers
25th 2.30pm Men’s Meeting Point – ‘Recycling

 in  Stratford District’

WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday:   10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa 
Tuesday:      10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter  

10.00am Prayer Group 



                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton
Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group
Friday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 
                        2.00pm   Cake and Company 

Items for November Reporting are needed by Sunday October 27th r 
e.mail;sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com

Church office     phone number  01789 298835
                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists

POWER THOUGHT   The man who was praying said ‘We thank you for all 
these gifts, for our food, for our water…..’ I do not know what else was said in
the prayer, but that thought gripped me. Thank God for the water. I have asked
the blessing before thousands of meals, but that day for the first time I thanked 
the Lord in spirit and in truth for common ordinary  and for the Living Water: 
I then began to think of other common things for which we never thank God 
and began thanking him DGB
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Did you have Church  news that you wanted others to know. Please let the 
Editor have it by the date on Page 15. Thank you.   SG
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