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 Serenity to accept 

     Courage to change 

         Wisdom to know 

    
 For the gifts the years have given

           Thanks be to God 

         Visions shared, mistakes forgiven

     yield praise to God. 

     For unfolding years of service 

           Held in mutual hope and promise    

           Nurtured in God’s loving purpose 

                       Thanks be to God 

 

 

 For the future ever beckoning 

   Thanks be to God 

 Gospel gifts for daily strengthening 

   come from our God. 

    For the faith the Father gives us, 

    For the Son’s love born within us, 

    For the Spirits power to lead us, 

   Thanks be to God 

 

Called to Praise by Donald Hilton 

  

 



Dear Friends 

Happy New Year. 

Today is the beginning of the Methodist year and the start of 

the South Warwickshire Circuit.  The inaugural service will be 

held on 8th September at 3pm at Stratford Methodist Church.  

The preacher at the service will be our Chair of District the 

Rev’d Ian Howarth. I hope you will be able to join with other 

members of the new circuit at this service. 

The new rota for the Weekend Meals at Rother St. URC for the 

homeless is on the notice board in the Wesley Hall.  If you are 

able to help out please add you name to the list. 

Given that we are now 17 churches rather than 8, the 

Preaching Plan has increased in size from A4 to A3.  We have 

received 25 copies of the plan from the Circuit plan makers.  If 

you want one of the A3 versions of the Plan and find that the 

printed copies have all already been taken please ask one of 

the Stewards to make you a copy. I have asked Colette to 

display the services planned for Henley and Stratford in the 

Foyer for the quarter.  You will notice that we don’t have any 

Own Arrangements planned for this quarter this is because 

there is larger number of preachers in the new circuit than in 

the old.  The Stewards have done a sterling job in organising 

the O.A.s for which we owe them our gratitude. 

The Holiday at Home, organised and run by David and Gillian 

Loader and a team of helpers was wonderful and enjoyed 

greatly by those who attended.  Thank you to everyone who 

helped make this annual event so successful. 

Kind regards 

Audrey Simpson 
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Six practical video-based teaching 

sessions with inspirational testimonies to 

give real-life examples from people who 

are TALKING JESUS 
 

The goal is to equip Christians to make 

the most of every opportunity to help 

friends, colleagues and family members 

to consider Jesus for themselves and become his followers 
 

Kath Fraser (07716 941746) will be guiding these 6 sessions on 

Tuesdays beginning October 1st either afternoon and/or evening, 

probably being held in the church somewhere. 
 

 
 

OCTOBER  6TH  HARVEST FRIENDSHIP LUNCH 
 

This event is supporting the    

  ALL WE CAN HARVEST CHALLENGE 

  ----POTATOES FOR ETHIOPIA 

Baked potatoes will be served 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DINNER  --  DEC. 25TH 
 

The Christmas Meal will be organised by Kath Fraser  

(07716 941746) If you would like to eat/or help in any way 

please let me know. 

 
 

Sunday Preachers for September  

  Sept 1st  10.30am   Revd Audrey Simpson 

  Sept 8th 10.30am   Mr. Graham Howe 

     3.00pm     New Circuit Service 

  Sept 15th 10.30am   Revd.Audrey Simpson 

    6.00pm     Ecumenical Service 

  Sept 22nd 10.30am   Mrs Ann Howe 

  Sept 29th 10.30am   Revd. John Harris 
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 The Green Corner  
 

 

Climate Action for Peace  
 

This is the theme of the United Nations International Day of Peace 

(or “Peace Day”) on 21 September.  We may not think that our 

“green” choices have much to do with peace, but the UN explains the 

link: 
 

Climate change causes clear threats to international peace and 

security. Natural disasters displace three times as many people as 

conflicts, forcing millions to leave their homes and seek safety 

elsewhere.  Water and crops are increasingly being contaminated by 

salt (partly as a result of rising sea levels); this endangers food 

security, and the impact on public health is escalating. The growing 

tensions over resources and mass movements of people are affecting 

every country. 

Peace can only be achieved if concrete action is taken to combat 

climate change.  In May, UN Secretary-General António Guterres 

said “nature does not negotiate” and emphasized four key measures 

that Governments should prioritize to reach carbon neutrality by 

2050: tax pollution, not people; stop subsidizing fossil fuels; stop 

building new coal plants by 2020; focus on a green economy. 

On 23 September, the United Nations is convening a Climate Action 

Summit to accelerate action to implement the Paris Agreement, the 

landmark 2015 agreement about combatting climate change. The 

Summit will focus on the sectors that create the most emissions and 

the areas where building resilience could make the biggest difference 

– as well as provide leaders and partners the opportunity to 

demonstrate real climate action and showcase their ambition. 
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In the lead up to the International Day of Peace, the United Nations 

calls upon all to take action to tackle climate change. Every human is 

part of the solution - from turning off the lights to taking public 

transport, to organizing an awareness raising campaign in your 

community.* 

This year’s Peace Day provides opportunity for us to reflect on what 

more we can do – as individuals, families and as church – to be part 

of the solution at this time of climate emergency.  As we take action 

to reduce our carbon footprint, we are also helping to create a more 

peaceful and just world.  

 

Jane Collett 

 

 

 
 

* Taken from the UN website https://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/ (amended) 
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   STRATFORD METHODIST CHURCH OVERSEAS  -    

   SPONSORSHIP SCHEME 

The latest update on Tsehay 

from Ethiopa came this year. 

She has been part of our 

extended church family  

through the Sponsorship 

scheme since 2015. Seen 

here with her youngest 

granddaughter, Eleni, she is 

very thankful for the 

financial support we are able 

to give her.  

Both her grandchildren are 

doing well at school. Hermela 

goes in the morning and took 

a national exam in June while her younger   sister Eleni, goes 

in the afternoon giving both girls the   opportunity to help 

the grandparents who have not been well. Tsehay has had 

pneumonia and her husband’s vision is deteriorating and he 

needs help  moving from place to place. 

Prices have rocketed so they cannot afford to buy stock for 

the stall they ran anymore so the support Tsehay receives 

from the centre is now even more vital than ever. 

She has been concerned about some of the political incidents 

occurring in the city of Dire Dawa which caused tensions 

around the city but the situation is slowly improving thanks to 

the most recent elections.       Graham and Jan will be 

happy to talk with you about any of our extended Family. 
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Traidcraft - UK-Based Fairtrade Organisation 

 

Traidcraft is a UK-based Christian Fairtrade organisation, established in 

1979. The organisation has two components: a public limited company 

called Traidcraft plc, which sells fairly traded products in the United 

Kingdom; and a development charity called Traidcraft Exchange, 

established in 1986, that works with poor producers in Africa and Asia to 

grow their businesses, find markets, and engage effectively in trade. 

 

Towards the end of last year the future of Traidcraft plc was very 

uncertain due to the fall in the value of the pound since the Brexit 

Referendum. By cutting down on staff at the Newcastle HQ and 

rationalising some of their less popular products Traidcraft plc has been 

back in business since the beginning of the year. 

However Jane Rowley who ran our monthly Traidcraft stall moved away 

and by the time the future of Traidcraft plc was secured there was no-one 

to run our stall. The issue was raised at a Green Group meeting at the end 

of January and Jan Grant and Evelyn Ho agreed to restart the stall on a 

monthly basis on the 1st Sunday of the month, which we did on Sunday 3rd 

March and we are very grateful for your continued support. 

Fortunately we were put in touch with Hilary Schmidt-Hansen from 

Snitterfield who supplies the Traidcraft stalls at both Holy Trinity and St 

Andrews Shottery on a sale and return basis. When we contacted Hilary she 

was very happy to supply our stall too. For that reason we have a bigger 

range of stock available for sale. 

10% of sales of Traidcraft goods goes to Traidcraft Exchange and last 

year our church donated £886.97 to them. To quote from their letter of 

thanks for this “You’re part of a community of people who strive to give a 

voice to all, equality to all, fairness for all… Thank you for supporting 

hardworking people to build a better life for their families.” 
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Stratford Prayer Group –September’s thoughts. 
 

We have held a prayer group in our church 

weekly for 30 years, and make good use of the 

annual Prayer Handbook. We are called as a 

Christian community to respond to the Gospel 

of God's love in Christ and to live out its 

discipleship in worship and mission. 
 

We should never feel constrained to use this 

resource every single day, but turn to it as 

and when we need encouragement and you can be 

assured that you will find an appropriate 

prayer that is suitable for the occasion. 
 

The small group of faithful members of the 

prayer group meet every Tuesday at 10-00 and 

we welcome any who would like to join us on a 

one off or more regularly. 
 

The following prayer for Day 1 of the Prayer 

Manual is written by Paul Wardle a local preacher 

from Tiverton and Wellington Circuit 

 

Lord, let us remember that 

there is no fruit from the 

orchard without the bee, 

no roaming herds unless 

first a billion, billion 

blades of grass grow, that 

the big depend on the tiny 

and the tiny on the 

microscopic. 

Lord, the secret of life 

is in your hands and so we 

bow at the feet of the 

architect of the 

ecosystem, and recognise 

that the breath of life 

within us all is yours.  

Amen.            
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The new envelopes for 2019-2020 should be available today from 

Sheila Giles. Once again you have risen to the challenge and 

raised overall a fantastic sum of £3,121.93. This includes money 

raised at the Brunch Days  of  £1,018.71p. Maureen has been 

hoping for some time to break the £1,000 barrier so she is very 

chuffcd about that. The final amount for Gift Aid has still to be 

added but as soon as it is available, I will put a copy of the 

balance sheet on the board in Wesley Hall. 
 

With the start of the new Circuit, anyone wishing to pay their 

contribution by cheque will need to pay it to Stratford Church, 

otherwise there will be no change to the envelope system. 

Hopefully, I can give details in your envelope 
 

Last year JMA collectors raised at least £60,400. Four-fifths  of 

the money from Great Britain and half of that from  Ireland 

went to the World Mission fund to help 60 Partner Churches in 

Africa, Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and the 

Pacific. The rest was used to help people of all ages in need 

across the UK 
 

We will be remembering the work of JMA in our church at the 

service on October 27th and hope to have a light lunch  following 

that for all local contributors. We ask for a donation to cover the 

cost. I will put up sheet to sign after October Friendship lunch. 
 

If you are interested in being part of Stratford JMA, please talk 

with Sheila Giles. There is no subscription charge – each person 

contributes what they feel they can afford. We also have a Penny 

Tin for any of your loose change in the foyer or collecting boxes  

to use at home. 

ONCE AGAIN MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
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DOOR STEWARDS FOR  OCTOBER          FLOWER ROTA 

 

6TH THE EVANS FAMILY          OCTOBER 6TH 

             JOYCE KIMBERLEY  

13TH     LYNNE DUNNINGHAM          & MARY UNDERY 

 & GILLIAN PICKLES      

                          OCTOBER 13TH 

20TH JANET LAMPITT          SYLVIA BEVAN 

 SUE RIMMER 

             OCTOBER 20TH 

             SHIRLEY FREDRICKSEN  

 

27TH EDNA ANKERS           OCTOBER 27TH  

 TONY ANKERS           ANN NEWMAN 

 

 COFFEE ROTA  OCTOBER 

  6th Jackie and Claire May 

      13th Brenda Birnie and Marilyn Shorey 

          20th  Marilyn Dobson and  Gillian Pickles 

          27th  Kathleen Mariott and Carolyn Evans      
   

 

 
OCTOBER   OFFERTORY  ROTA      

 
    6TH  MARGARET SMITH  BARBARA HAGGETT         

  13TH  JOHN PARKES   MALCOLM SMITH  

  20TH  DAVID DUMPER  BILL GILES 

  27TH  GILLIAN EDWARDS      GILLIAN BOWERS 

    

 

 

 For EVERYBODY with  a 

birthday in SEPTEMBER 

we wish you a Happy Day 
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Did you manage to do it without looking at the bible? 

 I had to check on the spelling of Abraham’s wife. 

 
 

 
Reminder 

QUIZ in aid of ‘Welcome Here’ on September 7th at Snitterfield 

Village Hall at 7pm.  Teams of 6. Tickets with Hot Supper £12  

See Evelyn Ho for tickets 

 

 
 

Missing Letters  ---- These sentences have each a letter missed 

Can you work them out 

    

   pabiabuercuposeewhaiasedof ----- add the letter ‘t’ here and 

there 

 

  Unasylisthhadthatwarsacrown ------ this needs the letter ‘e’ 

 

  Oundandoundtheuggedocktheaggedascalsantheiaces   needs’r’ 
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OCTOBER  2019  DIARY DATES 

 

1st 10.00am Holy Communion 

 Resources Committee 

5th Harvest Festival  -  Skittles and Tea Afternoon 

6th Harvest Festival  & Friendship Lunch after Morning 

 Service 

9th Church Council Meeting 

12th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

14th 10.00-12.noon Monday Makers 

23rd Wesley Pasta Lunch 

28th 10.00-12 noon  Monday Makers 

30th Men’s Meeting Point –Richard Milward ‘Act on Energy.’ 
  

WEEKLY MEETINGS 

Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

Tuesday:       10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter   

  10.00am Prayer Group  

                        10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 

Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group Friday: 

  9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                       2.00pm   Cake and Company  

 

Items for October Reporting are needed by Sunday  

September 29th  by Sheila Giles S/A 296789 or e.mail; 

sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

 
 

The first Local Preachers and Worship leader’s meeting of the new 
South Warwickshire Circuit. will  meet at Wellsbourne at 7.30 on 
Thursday 5 September.  Russell Blackwell Local preachers 
Secretary 

mailto:sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com

