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From the JMA Rainbow Magazine 

 
 

Colour the shapes with dots in to find the hidden word. 

It is a word most of us use a lot. 

 

As we look around our world today, there are so many things 

that are unfair and make us sad, but good things are happening 

too. God’s people are helping others and spreading hope. Read 

how we have helped through J.M.A.on page  9 

J.M.A. stands for Junior Mission for All 

 

To have Faith is to create; 

To have Hope is to call down blessings; 

To have Love is to work Miracles 
 

(Sundial in Lea Rhododendron Garden by Michael Fairless) 

 



 

 

Dear Friends  

Since the service on 21st July to mark the closing of our Circuit 
a number of you have asked what changes we will see in the 
South Warwickshire Circuit.  The reality is that for most of the 
congregation the only obvious difference will be that on the 
Sundays when I am not leading worship at Stratford our 
services will be lead, for the most part, by Ministers and Local 
Preachers who are new to us.  The change of Circuit 
boundaries will impact more on those who represent us on 
Circuit committees and at Circuit Meetings as we adapt to new 
structures, methods of working, colleagues  and places of 
meeting.  For our representatives it will take time to adapt.  
The change will impact on me too.  My ministry will not be 
scattered across the Circuit churches to the same degree as it 
has been in the Stratford and Evesham Circuit.  I will have 
pastoral responsibility for only two churches – Stratford and 
Henley.  This means that I will be present more at these two 
churches mid-week and normally I will be planned to lead 
worship at Stratford two mornings each month, at Henley one 
morning each month and at other circuit churches one Sunday 
morning and a number of evenings each month.  From 
September I will also be taking on a supervision role for eight 
ministers or church workers in the Birmingham District.  In 
other words, for most people, not a lot will change. 

I have placed an A4 sized bright orange (hard to miss) diary in 
the foyer.   This is not intended to record every meeting on the 
premises, that purpose is covered by the weekly rota.  Rather 
the idea is that we write in the diary any event we think would 
be of interest to members of the congregation –i.e local,  
Church, Circuit and District events.   This should help with 
forward planning when we look at dates for future events and 
hopefully enhance Circuit identity.  Please include in the diary 
events and group meetings you want to promote. 

Kind regards 

Audrey         2 



 

 

HOLIDAY AT HOME - TAKE A BREAK 
 

This event is fast approaching as are school holidays!  so this is our  

Annual request to anyone who is a car driver and is available on any 

one of the mornings or afternoons of August 20th 21st OR 22nd  who 

is able to offer to collect or return one or two participants to and from 

Holiday at Home 

The times are  

Arrive at Church around 10-0am 10-15am 

Collection at 3-30pm  

We try and route the pick ups and returns around the drivers location 

Every little helps and this door to door service adds to the whole 

three day experience 

 

Gillian & David 01789 741039 email gilliansilvergem@gmail.com 
 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

If you require help from the ‘Task Team’ during August or the 
beginning of September could you please contact Lim Ho. 

Shirley Dumper 
 

 

After its break, Monday Makers is now meeting on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of the month 

 
 

Some dates for your dairies 
 

Harvest Weekend is October 5th/6th. There will be a Skittles and Tea 

afternoon on the Saturday and worship on Sunday followed by 

Friendship Lunch. 
 

Next Resources Meeting is on October 1st 

 

Next Church Council on October 9th 
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ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

Over 150 years ago, The Reverend Thomas Bowman Stephenson 

took the time to listen to homeless children living under the arches of 

Waterloo station. Thanks to his vision ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

celebrates its 150th anniversary this year which we as a church 

marked on Sunday 7th June with a special service led by Mrs Anne 

Yelland and cake afterwards. 

 

About 35 years ago a Support Group for what was then National 

Children’s Home, now ACTION FOR CHILDREN, was formed 

based at our church by former church member, Christine Naested.  

As a group we have now reluctantly disbanded but we want to say 

thank you to Stratford Methodist Church for your support and 

generous giving over the years. We hope the church support will 

continue in newer ways and as it has done with special services. 

 

This means that Kath Marriott will not continue ordering and selling 

AFC Christmas cards and diaries but she wishes to thank everyone 

who has supported this and the box-holders over the years. Lynne 

Dunningham asks all box-holders to continue adding to them until 

January 2020 when she will collect the boxes, send all money raised 

to AFC and then end the scheme. 

 

Julie Bentley (CEO for ACTION FOR CHILDREN) wrote this in 

the Methodist Recorder of 28 June – “Since joining ACTION FOR 

CHILDREN in 2018 I’ve been lucky enough to see first-hand just 

some of the incredible support we receive from our friends in the 

Methodist Church and to reflect on how our 2 families have worked 

together for 150 years helping the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 

children in our society. 

Our 150th year is a time to remember the children we have helped 

throughout the decades, but also to highlight the work that still needs 

to be done in order to give children today the childhoods they 

deserve. 
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Every day at ACTION FOR CHILDREN we still see families 

under threat of losing their homes, living with problems like 

domestic violence or struggling to put food on the table. At the same 

time children’s services are continuously being stripped back due to 

lack of government spending. Sadly there still is a long way to go to 

make sure children today have a safe and happy childhood, but we 

will continue to work for this tirelessly. 

So a huge ‘Thank you’ to all of you who help us carry out our vital 

work. From ministers who let us share their church halls to carry on 

running our children’s centres, to fundraisers who undertake 

incredible feats on our behalf, such as 85 year-old Dennis Judd who 

earlier this year abseiled down Portsmouth’s Spinnaker Tower to 

raise funds! ….And of course many of you remember us and all of 

the children and families we help in your prayers. 
 

Whoever you are and however you support us, we have always been 

and will remain incredibly grateful.” 
 

 

Quiz in aid of –       

Saturday 

7th September 

 Snitterfield Village Hall at 7 p.m.  

Teams of up to 6 

Tickets £12 including hot supper  

- a bar will be available 

Welcome Here is a non-profit organisation which exists to welcome 

and support the Syrian refugees who have come to Stratford having 

been forced to flee their homeland. We provide advice and assistance 

 to help them rebuild their lives  and achieve their full potential in 

their new home. 

Please contact Martin Kinoulty on Kinoulty@gmail.com  

to book your ticket/table or contact Evelyn Ho on 01789 296726 

(Martin’s wife, Mary, is the daughter of Glyn Lewis) 
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 The Green Corner  
 

 

 

The Million Mile Clean-Up 
 
Sometimes it is the simplest 

things that can make the 

biggest difference to our 

environment. One of the ways 

we can all help to protect the 

planet is through the simple act  

      of picking up litter. 

 

While most of us would never dream of leaving our trash for 

someone else to dispose of,  the sad reality is that many people 

discard their rubbish without a thought of how it will impact others. 

Litter not only affects the beauty of our parks, woodland and public 

places but is also harmful to wildlife and plants. 

 

Luckily there are lots of ways we can help.    

 

 

If you enjoy regular walks why not 

sign up to the Country Walking – 

Million Mile Clean-Up and log your 

litter picking endeavours and photos at 

ww.livefortheoutdoors.com/million-

mile-cleanup 
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If you are looking for 

something more local, Rubbish 

Friends Stratford upon Avon 

(rubbishfriends.org.uk) 

organises monthly litter picks 

in the Warwickshire area. 

 

 

You can also become one of the #LitterHeroes and volunteer to host 

or join a clean-up through Keep Britain Tidy 

(www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/volunteer/litter-heroes). 

 

Every bit of litter picked and disposed of safely helps to enhance our 

community, protect our environment and preserve our landscapes for 

all to enjoy. 

 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” 

Philippians 2:3–4 

 

Hannah Dumper 

 
   

  The arms of God be around my shoulders, 

  the touch of the Holy Spirit upon my head, 

  the sign of Christ’s cross upon my forehead. 

  the sound of the Holy Spirit in my ears, 

  the fragrance of the Holy Spirit in my nostrils 

  the vision of heaven’s company in my eyes, 

  the conversation of heaven’s company on my lips, 

  the work of God’s church in my hands, 

  the service of  God and the neighbour in my feet, 

  a home for  God in my heart,  

  and to God, the Father of all, my entire being. Amen 

  St Fursey 
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New Beginnings 

 

With the changes about to start, perhaps you are wondering!!!!!!! 

Many well known  people have written words about New 

Beginnings. 

Here are a few 

 

Take the first step in faith 

You don’t see the whole staircase. Just take the first step 

Martin Luther King Jr 

 

Small opportunities are often the beginning of great enterprises 

Demosthenes 

 

Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible 

and suddenly you’re doing the impossible 

St. Francis of Assisi 

 

A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step 

Lao-Tsu 

 

Do not despise the bottom rungs in the ascent to greatness 

Publilius Syrus 

 

All great deeds and all great thoughts have  a ridiculous beginning. 

Great works are often born on a street corner 

 or in a restaurant’s revolving door. 

Albert Camus 

 

You don’t have to be great to start but you have to start to be great. 

Joe Sabah 

 

Belief 

First thing every morning before you arise say out loud. ‘I believe’ 

Norman Vincent Peale 
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JUNIOR MISSION FOR ALL 
 

With the Churches Financial  Year ending on August 31st, all the 

church groups are balancing their books and getting their results 

to our treasurer, David Dumper, who does a brilliant job for us. 

There is extra to do this year with the Circuit change and it set 

me thinking of the contribution JMA. has made in the last 30 

years-- and it has SURPRISED ME 

 In 1989, Liz Walker organised the collection of monies for 

JMA from the children in Junior Churches but later as Junior 

Church Superintendent, I, along with Shirley Dumper, took over 

running it. In that first year of 1989, the children’s collections 

raised £399.97 from parents and friends.  

 The way of collecting money spread sideways to include 

other church members and eventually the generosity of church 

members left us with insufficient children to collect the money . 

so in 2002 we decided we needed to look at how we could 

maintain  this work. 

 Those involved at the time know how we asked for their 

help. Although we could not maintain the old way of collecting, 

there were still children in the world desperately needing the 

help JMA was able to give and so the idea of quarterly envelopes 

evolved and though not everyone initially liked it, it has proved 

to be a success story. It has not just been about Money. Along the 

way, with the children, there was  lots of fun with sleepovers here 

and in Evesham but the monies were always kept separate.  
 

In the last  30 years, I find, this church has raised through JMA 
 

approx.  at least  £56,932 -36 
 

On behalf of JMA, I say an enormous THANK YOU and if you 

want to be involved in this simple work for Church Mission, 

please see me.      Sheila Giles 
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DOOR STEWARDS FOR  SEPTEMBER   FLOWER ROTA 

 

1ST PENNY BRAIN    SEPTEMBER 1ST 

 JAN GRANT    SUSAN MOLLOY 

 

8TH     WINNIE CHILDERHOUSE  SEPTEMBER 8T H  

 CAROL HUNT    GRAHAM HOLLOWELL 

 

15TH JAN GARDNER    SEPTEMBER 15TH 

 MALCOLM SMITH   SHEILA GILES 

 

22ND GRAHAM HOLLOWELL          SEPTEMBER 22ND  

 GRAHAM MIATT   SHIRLEY DUMPER 

 

29TH KATH MARRIOTT          SEPTEMBER 29TH 

               REG  EDWARDS          GILLIAN EDWARDS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

 COFFEE ROTA  SEPTEMBER 

  1st  Graham Hollowell and Helen Jordan 

      8th  Sue Rimmer and Janet Lampitt 

          15th  Kath Fraser and  Penny Brain 

     22nd  Gillian Loader and Shirley Dumper 

          29th  Gillian Ledgard and Ray Childerhouse      

   

 
AUGUST  OFFERTORY  ROTA      

 
     4TH  GILLIAN EDWARDS  GILLIAN BOWERS  

     11TH MARGARET SMITH  SHARON STROUD 

     18TH MARGARET FARMERY BILL GILES 

     25TH MICHAEL LEDGARD  STEVE FARMERY 

 

 
 

 For EVERYBODY with  a birthday in  

  AUGUST especially CLIVE WALFORD 

         we wish you a very Happy Day – 
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A puzzle with a difference. You could need your bible at hand 

 
 All the answers to the clues start with the last letter of the previous answer 
 

1. Life substance –Exod. 12.22 (5)        2. A bird of peace-Isa 38.14 (4) 
 

3. Hearing organs—Lev.8.24 (4)           4.A grazing animal-Gen.21.27 (5) 
 

5. A worker in clay-Jer.18.6 (6)            6.A large black bird-Gen.8.7 (5) 
 

7.Mary’s home town-Luke 1.26(8)         8.Second son of Noah- Gen10.1(3) 
 

9.Used to grind corn-2Sam11.21(9)     10. Jesuas appeared on the road to  

       here- Luke 24:13-15 (6) 

11-Wife of Abraham- Gen.11:29 (5) 

   
12.Son of Abraham-Gen.25:19(5)     13.High Priest with Annas-Luke3:2(8) 
 

14.A precious metal- Exod.11:2(6)      15.Dried grapes-1 Sam 25:18(7) 
 

16.A traveller in a parable- Luke 10:33(9) 

 

17-Long in a swan or giraffe –Prov.3:3(4) 
 

Beware! One clue may mislead you with its spelling 
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SEPTEMBER  2019  DIARY DATES 
 

1st  Friendship Lunch after Morning Service 

3rd  10.00am Holy Communion 

8th  10.30am    Church Anniversry   

  3.00pm  NEW CIRCUIT SERVICE 

9th  10.00-12.noon Monday Makers 

14th  10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

18th  Wesley Pasta Lunch 

23rd  10.00-12 noon  Monday Makers 

30th  Men’s MeetingPoint –‘Was that a Good Year?’ 

  with David Loader 
 

 

       WEEKLY MEETINGS 

      Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

     Tuesday:       10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

              10.00am Prayer Group  

              10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 

     Wednesday             9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

     Friday:               9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                                    2.00pm   Cake and Company  

 

 Items for September Reporting are needed by Sunday August 25th 

     by Sheila Giles S/A 296789 or e.mail;  

      sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

 

For the miracle of growth                                   

which brings an acorn to an oak;                                 

a seed to a flower; a child to manhood;                       

we give thanks and praise to God. 
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