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Dear Friends 

It is wonderful to know that our church is to be given the Gold Eco Church award 
from A Rocha UK.  Currently few churches have achieved this award.  Our thanks 
are due to those people involved in making brave ecological choices and finding 
the finances to implement them when the church was planning for 
redevelopment and also to the Green Group, led by Lim and Evelyn Ho, who 
have ensured that we have maintained an ecological bias since 2014.  Hopefully 
the award will be presented at the 10.30 am service on Environment Sunday (2 
June) when the worship will be led by the Rev’d Jennifer Potter.  Before her 
recent retirement Jennifer served for many years as a minister at Wesley’s 
Chapel and Leysian Mission in London.   Ecological issues have been the concern 
of the few for a long time but from school children to politicians such things are 
fast becoming the concern of the many.   It is a godly thing that ecology is such 
an important aspect of the life of our church.   

On 1 June at 10.30 am the Rev’d Sam McBratney, currently in part-time ministry 
in the Mid-Warwick Circuit and part-time in Research work with the Susanna 
Wesley Foundation, will lead a morning of information and conversation about 
Equal Marriage.  In 2013 the marriage of same sex couples was legalised in 
England and since then some denominations, including ours, have been 
discussing how to respond to the changes in the law.  At Methodist Conference 
June 2019 a report will be made by the Marriage and Relationships Task Group 
which will probably lead to a vote at the Conference of 2020 on whether we will 
allow for any of our ministers to conduct same marriages and any of our 
churches to host them.   

Each year we join with the congregation of Holy Trinity for worship.  On 30 June 
at 10 am we gather at Holy Trinity.   Normally the fifth Sunday is our Cluster 
service so hopefully we will be joined at Holy Trinity by our friends from Henley, 
Bidford, Mickleton and Welford. 

Every blessing 

Audrey 

 

On the sixth day, God created the platypus. And God said: 

‘Let’s see the evolutionists try to figure this one out.’ 
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As promised last month, here is news of 

one of our new overseas family. 

This is Bernabe and he lives in Izabal, 

Guatemala. He was born in 2011 and is 

one of a family of 7 children. He speaks 

Q’eqchi, the predominant language in the 

area. 

Homes are basic and locally sourced 

bamboo has been used to build his home. 

Usually the homes have up to 2 rooms 

and the roof is thatched using large 

leaves. With few protected water sources, 

his family collect water from a river 

twice a day which is about a 30 minute 

walk. 

Bernabe’s father farms the land, growing  

crops like maize and beans which are used for feeding the family. They rarely 

grow enough to earn any money. 

His mother is responsible for all household work . To supplement their income 

and diet, the family keep livestock (chickens, ducks and pigs) which the mother is 

responsible for looking after…  Land ownership is a complex issue in Guatamala. 

Land that has been used by families for generations is being taken over by large 

plantations, leaving poor quality land on the hills for families like Bernabe’s to 

use. Soil erosion, flash floods, deforestation and poor soil fertility all have a 

negative impact on the family’s ability to grow enough food. 

Action Aid is working in Izabal to ensure families can access their rights to water, 

health care, education and food. They are also working with women and girls to 

ensure they are equally  respected in the community. With the  support we are 

able to send from this church, Action Aid hopes to change the lives of children 

like Bernabe for good. 

Currently Bernabe is unable to go to school. Perhaps we can help that 

happen  If you would like to join the scheme have a chat with Jan or 

Graham any Sunday morning.            5 



 

The Green Corner  
 

 

 

 
 

Eco Church – Gold Award 
 

 

In April, Stratford Methodist Church was awarded the A Rocha Eco- 

Church Gold Award. Stratford is the fifth Church in the country to receive 

the Gold Award, a fantastic achievement. 

 

A comprehensive Eco Church survey was completed by the Green Group 

in February and two members of A Rocha from London undertook an 

onsite assessment of the Church premises, facilitated by Lim, Evelyn and 

Audrey, on Tuesday 16th April. 

 

The survey consists of 5 areas – Worship, Buildings, Land, Community 

and Global engagement and Lifestyle. The assessors were particularly 

impressed by the development of the Church garden, which was designed 

and created by the congregation during the redevelopment. They thought 

the donation of plants and flowers from people’s own gardens was a lovely 

touch and a great example of sustainability in action. 

 

A Rocha Eco-Church will have a stall at the Climate Change Action Day 

which is taking place at our Church on 22nd June 2019. The event will 

bring together over 25 environmental exhibitors, include workshops and a 

presentation from one of the contributors to the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) Report which was published last October stressing 

our Climate Emergency.     (cont’d)    
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During May and June the Monday night Bible Study Group will also be 

studying ‘Tenants of the King” by Operation Noah  – study material to 

inspire hope for God’s creation’. The first session will be on Monday 13th 

May at 7.30pm in the Lounge or Side Room. All are welcome. 

 

If you are interested in joining Stratford Methodist Church Green Group or 

have suggestions for how we can further enhance the environmental 

sustainability of our church buildings, congregation and community please 

do get in touch, we would love to hear your thoughts. 

 

Hannah Dumper 

 

The other Green Group members are Audrey Simpson, Sarah Hill, Peter 

Evans, Andrea Hamilton, Jan Grant, Jane Collett, Lim and Evelyn Ho. 
 

REMINDER 

If you have any memorabilia of the Circuit, i.e. photos, newspaper 

cuttings, etc. for display on 21st July when we have our final 

Circuit service, can you please let Margaret Smith have them for a 

meeting in May when arrangements will be discussed. 

Many thanks              Margaret Smith

Youphonix! The Group have now ceased to meet so our sincere thanks 

go to Carolyn Evans and her helpers for running Youphonix! 
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CEDAR LAWN AND CEDAR LODGE 
 

If  you are relatively new to our congregation, you may not know that there 

are two Methodist Homes in our Circuit --Cedar Lawn in Stratford itself 

and Cedar Lodge on the road between Stratford and Henley. 

 

The connection with Cedar Lawn has been longstanding, It was a private  

care home built by  Mr Youell, a local builder, for members of his family 

which he then  gave to Methodist Homes  for the Aged (MHA). Over the 

years, members of this church have spent their final years there and some 

of our present members live there now. Revd. Brian  Mason is the Homes 

Chaplain. Over the years we have shared in events at the home. 

Mr Youell was involved in the building of this church. 
 

Cedar Lodge was taken over by MHA when the past owners experienced 

problems in maintaining the home. It has a special Dementia unit at the 

home and Rev. David Greenwood, from the Warwick Circuit who has 

preached here in the past weeks, is the Home’s Chaplain. Margaret 

Farmery has organised a periodic singing session of hymns at the home. If 

you would like to be involved in that, have a chat with Margaret. 
 

 

TONGUE IN CHEEK ON AGE 
 

One of the many    At 20, we don’t care what the world 

pleasures of old age   thinks of us; at 30. we worry about 

is giving things up.   what it’s thinking of us; at 40 we  

Malcolm Muggeridge   discover it isn’t thinking about 
                   us at all. 

 

      ‘You’re not as young as you used to be.  

       but you’re not as old as you are going to be.  

       So watch it’  Irish proverb 

 

God grant me the  You have reached middle age when all you 

senility to forget the  exercise is caution. 

people that I never liked 

anyway and the good 

fortune to run into the ones   Do not resist growing old --- 

I do, and the eyesight to   many are denied the privilege. 

tell the difference. 
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When we were in London recently we went to Trafalgar Square and 

came across this writing on the pavement by The Homeless Bard.  

Lim & Evelyn Ho 

 

ASK A CHILD 

Ask a child, if we should share our food with those without a meal? 

Ask a child, is it right to work for Peace or is it right to kill? 

Ask a child, how is it we should help the people, sleeping homeless in the 

cold? 

Ask a child, is it right for water that falls for free to be bottled to be sold? 

Ask a child, shall we look for a solution, or should we find someone to 

blame? 

Ask a child, is it right to treat a few as privileged or treat everyone the 

same? 

Ask a child, if their answers to these questions are sincere or are they just 

naïve? 

And the child will reply, I have yet to learn all the fears that adults now 

believe! 

 

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you that unless you change and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18 v3 
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All the words below are linked to the Easter story. 

 The letters in Red,  give you the message of Easter 
 

 
 

 Sorry if you found it hard to solve. I missed the word WASH 

 off  the listing. Answers in red should read  

He is risen; He is risen indeed 

 

 

 I recently picked up an interesting leaflet from the Foyer entitled 

A Retreat in Daily Life: 

For Stratford-upon-Avon Churches 

May 19th – June 30th 2019. 

It is worth looking at.  
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DOOR STEWARDS  FOR  JUNE        FLOWER ROTA 

 

2ND WINNIE CHILDERHOUSE   JUNE 2ND - 

 GILLIAN BOWERS       SHARON STROUD 

           

9TH      GRAHAM HOLLOWELL  JUNE 9TH  - 

 CAROL HUNT    LILIAN FITTON  
 

16TH     REG EDWARDS    JUNE 16TH - 

 JAN GARDNER    JACKIE MAY 
  
23RD LYNNE DUNNINGHAM      JUNE 23RD – 

 GILLIAN PICKLES    GILLIAN LEDGARD - 

 

30TH SERVICE AT    JUNE 30TH - 

 HOLY TRINITY    At Holy Trinity 
 

 COFFEE ROTA  JUNE 

    2nd  Penelope Hand and Lynne Dunningham 

                      9th Steve Peacop and Jan Grant 

           16th Graham Hollowell and Helen Jordan 

                         23rd Sue Rimmer and Janet Lampitt 

       30th  Service at Holy Trinity  

 
MAY  OFFERTORY  ROTA 

 
     5TH  JOHN PARKES   BILL GILES 

     12TH MARGARET SMITH  SHARON STROUD    

     19TH MARGARET FARMERY GILLIAN BOWERS        

     26TH MICHAEL LEDGARD  STEVE FARMERY 

   

 
 

 For EVERYBODY with a birthday in  

  MAY, we wish you a very Happy Day - 

 especially  -   

  Shirley and David Dumper;  

Bill Giles; Betty Walker and Adrienne Peacop       
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JUNE 2019  DIARY DATES 
 

2nd Friendship Lunch after Morning Worship 

8th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

10th 7.30pm Evening Bible Study 

19th Wesleys Pasta Lunch 

24th Men’s Meeting Point Outing. Details at next Meeting 

24th 7.30pm Evening Bible Study 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 

 Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

   2.30pm Bible Group 

 Tuesday:    10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

  10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

  10.00am Prayer Group  

  10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 

  Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

  Friday:   9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 

If you have regular meetings or one-offs,  please let me know your dates  

Items for June Reporting are needed by Sunday May 26th  by Sheila Giles 

S/A 296789 or e.mail; sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

 
Some copies of the latest Edition of  ‘the connexion’ are available in the 

Foyer. Help yourself if you would like one. 

 
A concert is being given on June 1st by TARANTARA  at the URC called  

Tarantara Sings For The Homeless. Contact is Barry Juckes (297823) or 

Peter Horrocks (750971) but Sheila Giles has 6 tickets for sale (£10each) if 

you are interested. 
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