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Dear Friends 

A big thank you to Kath Fraser who oversaw the hosting of Synod and 
to all who helped with the preparations and the running of the day.  
It was a lot of hard work for those involved but all went well.  It was 
good to see our Chair of District, the Rev’d Ian Howarth, recovered 
from surgery and leading the day.  We welcomed seven visitors from 
the Methodist District in Zimbabwe with which we are twinned, voted 
to send a number of memorials to Conference including one from our 
own Circuit on Tax Justice, heard reports on various works within the 
District, learned more about the report on marriage and relationships 
which is to be presented to Conference and discussed issues of 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI).  Conference will be held in 
Birmingham this year and the reports to be discussed can be found on 
the Methodist Church website. 

Thank you also to those of you involved in facilitating the Phillip 
Dyson Concert on 25th May.  This was a memorial concert in memory 
of one of our much appreciated Local Preachers Brian Atkins, in aid of 
The Buigiri School for the Blind, Tanzania.  The magnificent sum of 
£2000 was raised at the concert. 

I encourage you to attend the Climate Action Day on 22nd June, at 
Stratford Methodist Church Centre between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.   
Spread the word about the event.  There will be workshops, a green 
fair with some two dozen exhibitors and a lecture from Dr Lisa 
Schipper from the Climate Change Institute in Oxford. 

I will be starting a new fortnightly fellowship group at Bidford called 
‘Bible Matters’.  The first meeting is on Thursday 11th July at 2.30pm.  
The members at Bidford would welcome people from the Circuit to 
attend. 

A couple of months ago I announced that we would be losing our 
Networker. Our Church Council decided that the role of Networker be 
divided into two jobs. One job would focus on the work of the 
Wesleys Toddler group and the other the outreach work of the 
church.  I am pleased to say that Mrs Naomi Cavanagh, has been 
appointed to the role of Wesleys Coordinator.  We will seek to 
appoint an outreach worker later in the year. 

Please remember to put in your diary the united Circuit service to be 
held at our church to mark the ending of the Stratford and Evesham 
Circuit.  It will be held on 21st July at our normal time for worship –  



 

10.30 am.  As people will be coming from our other seven churches I 
would ask you to consider sharing transport on that Sunday.  The 
service will be followed by a picnic lunch.   

Kind regards 

Audrey 

 

We had this hymn some weeks ago  and I thought the words were worth 

repeating 

      

 
 



 

MHA   Methodist Homes 
 
Founded in 1943 during the Second World War years, the first 
residential care home opened in 1945 to improve the quality of life for 
older people.  The Homes now provide Residential, Nursing and 
Specialist Dementia Care. 
 
On Saturday 6th July 2019, River Festival Weekend, we will be fund-
raising at Church for Cedar Lawn by offering refreshments during the 
day to boost their Amenities Fund so that they can continue to provide 
essential entertainment and activities for all the residents. If you can 
help for half-an-hour during the day please let me know.***** 
If you are a member of an entertainment group and would be willing to 
perform for the Residents please contact the Home. 
Cedar Lawn holds a car boot at Bidford on a Thursday and they are 
always grateful for bric-a-brac, plants, books, crafts and handmade 
items to sell.  
 

The Home is always looking for Volunteers to come and have a cuppa 
with the Residents and they are currently looking for a full-time Cook. 
 

On Tuesday, 4th June an MHA Representative will be calling into 
Church at 10:00 a.m in order to gain Methodist's views on MHA in 
general. Please pop in if you would like to give your opinion. All 
welcome. 
 
Penny Brain 
 
*****Even if you are unable to help, please come and share the fun of 
the day with others. Refreshments will be available.  
Knit, Stitch and Natter Group will have a stall  there on the day with the 
beautiful banner they have made. It will also be on show in a slightly 
different form on  June 22nd for the Climate Action Day. There are lots 
of things happening this summer. Don’t miss out. Watch the weekly 
sheet for information 
 



Church Sponsorship Scheme. 

If any readers were very sharp  last month, you may have noticed the  

Church Sponsorship article was a repeat of Bernabe – already featured 

in last year’s July issue. 

This lady is definitely a new friend and she is eager to share how her life 

has been changed with the support we are able to send. Jaya Gopal is 30 

year’s old and lives with her mother and two sons in tenement buildings 

in Tamil Nadu.  

Having just finished her 7th grade at the age of 13, she decided to leave 

education  and find work. Her mother was struggling to cope and her 

father was living with his new wife. She found work as a live-in 

domestic worker, and later married and had children of her own but still 

working as a live-in domestic worker. Her mother was no longer able to 

work and when she fell ill, the hospital costs pushed the family into 

debt. When Jaya thought things could not get any worse, her husband 

died and she felt life was spiralling out of control 

It was at this time she 

met someone from an 

Action Aid Partner and 

with their help, the 

practical information 

she received helped her 

to begin to think about 

an alternative source of 

income. Action Aid 

supported her in setting 

up a clothing business. 

Providing her with an 

initial investment of £114 along with lots of encouragement, she now 

buys clothing from the wholesale market and sells these from her home. 

So far she has made a profit of £104  and now she is her own boss, she 

feels great and  sends a big THANK YOU for your continuing support. 

The photo shows her with one of her customers 



Hosting Stratford’s Climate Change Action Day  

Embodying the spirit of Eco Church and reaching out into our local community, it’s 
exciting to have the opportunity to use our building, one of the most eco-friendly in 
Stratford, to host Stratford Climate Action Forum’s* ‘Climate Change Action Day’ on 
Saturday 22nd June.  

Starting at 10am and closing at 4pm the free event aims to provide visitors with 
information and inspiration to help them make choices and, take actions, that will 
reduce the impact they make on the environment.  

The highlight for the morning will be a presentation at 11.00 in the new room by by Dr. 
Lisa Schipper, research fellow of the Climate Change Institute in Oxford, entitled 
“Climate Change - why we can still do something”. Lisa was a contributor to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report published last autumn and has a 
deep knowledge of how we need to respond to the ‘Climate Emergency’ and the 
positive actions we can take. 

In the afternoon there will be three different workshops that you can attend. They will 
cover how in our everyday lives we can: 

 Reduce waste  

 Save energy  

 Contribute to Stratford’s Climate Action Plan 

Throughout the day there will be an exhibition with more than 30 stalls covering a very 
wide range of environmental topics, including organisations involved with: energy 
saving and renewable energy, new technology in transport, recycling and waste 
reduction, sustainability and low carbon living, nature conservation, gardening for 
schools and, environmental campaigning.  

So, if you’d like to take a look at an electric car or van, learn more about vegan food or, 
have questions about, for example, what the UK is doing about climate change, what 
Stratford is doing about energy, waste and recycling (and what you can put in your 
recycling bin), or what you can do to encourage wildlife into your garden; come along to 
the church on 22nd June, seek answers to your questions and take part in the 
discussions and debates about what we can do in Stratford to play our part in 
preserving the environment for future generations. 

If you have the opportunity, please do spread the word about the event to your friends 
and neighbours. I look forward to seeing you there.   Sarah Hill 

 In October 2018 the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published a 
report pleading for urgent action to limit the global temperature to 1.5C by 2030. In 
response to the IPPC report, Stratford Methodist Church, Stratford Friends of the Earth 
and Stratford Quakers have united to form Stratford Climate Action Forum (SCAF) to 
give a focus to activities to combat climate change in the Stratford area.  

 



JOSEPH AND HIS TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT 

Some of you will have seen a notice regarding a NEW CIRCUIT project 

to perform Joseph and his Technicolour Dream Coat. After a couple of 

meetings it was decided that a singalong version of this would be the 

most doable, and a launch workshop has been arranged for 13th July at 

Wellesbourne Methodist Church from 10am to 4pm, refreshments 

and lunch provided. It is hoped that all churches in the new circuit will 

be represented, so if you can sing a bit or just enjoy singing do go along 

and meet some of our fellow circuiteers (not sure if that is a word), join 

in with some singing, bring a musical instrument or find out what’s 

going on and where you might fit in.  I’m sure there will lots of jobs that 

will need doing. The idea is to take a performance to all 17 churches in 

the circuit, tailored to fit different sized premises, and for people to take 

part in as many or as few performances as desired, beginning in the 

autumn and continuing into 2020 for as long as it takes. It should be a 

lot of fun and it would be good to show that Stratford Church is alive 

and kicking and ready to embrace new beginnings.  

 

If you would like to know more speak to Margaret Farmery. 

 

 
 

ACTION  FOR CHILDREN               
 

 

 Action for Children, formerly known as National 

Children’s Homes, is  celebrating it’s 150th 

Anniversary this July, 
 

 On Sunday, July 7th we shall be acknowledging    

      this Special Day. We will have special Anniversary Prayer Cards 

      and Action for Children envelopes,  for those who would like to  

     donate. 
 

     We hope to have special biscuits and also an Anniversary Cake on  

     display, to be cut up afterwards, for those who wish to partake. 

Kathleen Marriott 

 

              Do you remember the Sunny Smiles Fund raising booklets? 

 



Chaplain 
 

Cedar Lawn, Stratford Upon Avon 
 

Permanent - Part Time - 10 hours per week. 
 

Salary: £21,630 FTE per annum; pro rata £5,845 
 

Closing date: 2nd June 2019 
 
Benefits: Pension, Holidays 28 days holiday (inc. bank holidays) pro rata, 
Childcare Vouchers, Life Assurance, Discount Scheme and DBS provided 
 
Would you like to make a positive contribution to benefit older people? 

Spiritual well-being - rather than religious affiliation or belief - as a universal 
need is a cornerstone of MHA's positive approach to ageing and we aim to 
provide the highest quality care and support for older people of all faiths and 
none. 

We are looking for a person who is in good standing with their faith community 
to take the role of chaplain (a lay person or an ordained minister).  They will 
build good working relationships with local faith communities and take on 
pastoral care, spiritual and worship aspects of life. 

An empathetic understanding of spiritual aspects of ageing and dementia, 
demonstrated through experience of providing pastoral care and, ideally, 
leading services, is essential. 

Learn more about the support and friendship MHA Chaplains provide to our 
7,700 residents across the UK by watching our 'Care of the Spirit' video. 

 

Cedar Lawn has been specially designed with every detail of the home’s 
layout created to enhance the independence and dignity of residents. (over) 

 

 

https://youtu.be/7GEHD8_eNZo


 

Cedar Lawn is situated within its own grounds just under one mile north-east 
of the popular town centre of Stratford-Upon-Avon. The home provides 
residential care and support for up to 37 residents. 

Every day at Cedar Lawn is different - the home's activities co-ordinator offers 
a wide variety of opportunities to foster relationships and positive experiences: 
from developing new skills and fulfilling personal ambitions to creative pursuits 
and trips out, catered to the specific needs and wishes of each resident. 

To apply, please go to the MHA Website www.mha.org.uk or   Application 
Form      

If you require more information, please contact Cedar Lawn direct or Sue 
Coleman at: Sue.Coleman@mha.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 
 

          HAVE YOU BOOKED YET? 

 

   A wonderful evening of music   

   by Phillip Dyson in aid of   

   Brian’s favourite charity, The  

   Buigiri School for the Blind, in  

   Tanzania, was  enjoyed by a  

   receptive audience on May 25th 
 

   The amazing amount of £2,000 

   was raised. If you were involved  

   in any way SINCERE THANKS 

   from  Brian’s family. 
 

http://www.mha.org.uk/
https://ce0136li.webitrent.com/ce0136li_web/wrd/run/ETREC107GF.open?VACANCY_ID%3d8370903XYM&WVID=767623001H&LANG=USA
https://ce0136li.webitrent.com/ce0136li_web/wrd/run/ETREC107GF.open?VACANCY_ID%3d8370903XYM&WVID=767623001H&LANG=USA
mailto:Sue.Coleman@mha.org.uk


 

 

DOOR STEWARDS  FOR  JULY        FLOWER ROTA 

 

7TH THE EVANS FAMILY    JULY  7TH- 

          SHIRLEY COLEMAN 

 

 14TH    EDNA ANKERS    JULY 14TH  - 

 TONY ANKERS    PENELOPE HAND  
 

21ST     BILL GILES    JULY 21ST - 

 GRAHAM MIATT   MARGARET NEWTON 
  
28TH GILLIAN LOADER       JULY 28TH – 

 ROSEMARY CORVIN   MAUREEN BECKETT 

 

 
 

 COFFEE ROTA  JULY 

   7th  Gillian Loader and Shirley Dumper 

                  14th Gillian Ledgard and Ray Childerhouse 

           21st Jackie and Clare May 

                         28th Brenda Birnie and Marilyn Shorey 

   
  

 
JUNE  OFFERTORY  ROTA      

 
     2ND  DAVID DUMPER  MA;COLM SMITH  

     9TH   JOHM PARKES  BARBARA HAGGETT 

     16TH GILLIAN EDWARDS  BILL GILES 

     23RD MARGARET SMITH  SHARON STROUD 

     30TH AT HOLY TRINITY 

 

 
 

 For EVERYBODY with a birthday in  

  JUNE, especially SARAH PEACOP 

         we wish you a very Happy Day - 

  

                                                                
10 

 



 

I have had this poem about Birthdays for a long time so 

thought I would share it with you. 
 

 Some folks grow older with birthdays, it’s true. 

 But others grow nicer as years widen their view 

 And a heart that is young lends an aura of grace 

 That rivals in beauty a young pretty face. 

 For no one will notice a few little wrinkles 

 While a kind loving heart fills the eyes full of twinkles. 

 So don’t count your years by the birthdays you’ve had 

 But by things you have done to make other folk glad. 

 
If you would like your name to be added to the Birthday List, let 

Sheila Giles know Month and Date.  

 
Maureen Beckett received the following from her daughter and 
thought she would share it with you. 
 

‘Maia telephoned to say that she had been looking on their Churches 
prayer board and noticed this.  She had no idea they'd done it. 
 

'Dear God, we hope GG (great grandma) is having a nice time in heaven 
with you, from Sam and Ben' 
 

It is four years since mum died, and Sam is now 11 and Ben 8. 
 

 
 

 There are many books with amusing things children are supposed to have 

 said , some factual and some made up.  

A little boy opened the big old family  Bible with fascination, peering at 

the ancient pages as he turned them  Then something fell out of the Bible 

and he picked it up and looked at it closely. it was an old leaf from a tree 

that had been pressed between the pages. 

‘Mum, look what I have found!’ the boy called out.    ‘What is it dear?’ his 

mother asked, 

With astonishment in his voice the young boy answered ‘I think  it must 

be Adam’s suit’     From A Bucket of Surprises..J.John & Mark  Stibble                                                                                      
 



 

       JULY 2019  DIARY DATES 

 

     7th  Friendship Lunch after Morning Worship 

     8th             7.30pm Evening Bible Study 

     13th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

     17th Wesleys Pasta Lunch 

     22nd 7.30pm Evening Bible Study 
 

       WEEKLY MEETINGS 

      Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

               2.30pm Bible Group 

     Tuesday:       10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

              10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

              10.00am Prayer Group  

              10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 

     Wednesday             9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

     Friday:               9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                                    2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 

     If you have regular meetings or one-offs,  please let me know your 

     dates. .Items for July Reporting are needed by Sunday June 30th  

     by Sheila Giles S/A 296789 or e.mail;  

      sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

 
     PENTECOST 

   Open our eyes that we may see 

       the presence that is all about us. 

   Open our ears that we may hear 

       the voice that is quiet yet ever near. 

   Open our hearts that we may feel 

      the love of God close and real. 

   Open each sense, make us aware 

      of the Power and Peace always there. 

 

mailto:sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com

