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         The first of these poems is written by that well-known Anon and the two    
        parter by A.J.Lewis, a Bishop in the Moravian Church  
 
         is it possible    Good Friday 
         for a man to speak    Without listening, 
         to another man’s heart?   Without knowing it,  
         for a man on    The Lost man said: 
         a cross     ‘Give me a dead tree, 
         more than 2000 years   A green hill with a hole in it; 
         ago upon a hill    A handful of nails. 
         to speak     Old rope; A bag of spite, 
        today to     Blanket of apathy, 
         a man’s own heart?   A crate of cowardice;        
         is it possible    Full spate of hate 
         for one man’s death    and fear, a pinch 
         to be another mans life   Of expediency --  
         when that man’s         And I will put out 
         death 2,000 years ago   The Light of Life  
         upon a hill     For ever. 
         said death     Easter Sunday 
         to his friends     Fully persuaded,        
        and desolation     The New man said: 
        to his mother?    ‘Give me one grain of faith;      
        is it possible    One leap of hope;  
        for one man’s    One glance of love; 
        shadow to     And each one pure, undiluted 
        throw light     Genuine as a diamond  
        on life and love     Without a flaw -- 
        after 2,000 years?    And I will banish Death 
        Is it?        And all his dominion 

      For ever’   
   
 

 



 

Dear Friends 

The other day someone commented that in recent months most of our 

Sunday preachers have focused on encouraging us to overcome the 

boundaries that separate one group of people from another.  This is true 

and is not a coincidence.   

Sadly, religious and racial intolerance is growing in many countries 

including our own. According to Home Office data the police recorded a 

total of 94,089 hate crimes for 2017/18 which was more than double for 

the year 2012/13.  Most of the crimes, 71,251 of them, were religiously or 

racial motivated and were mainly against Muslim and Jews, Mosques and 

Synagogues.  The remainder were driven mostly by hostility towards 

individual’s disabilities or sexual orientation.   

This year the gospel readings are taken mainly from St Luke.  Both in the 
gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles (written by St Luke) the 

question of who can belong to the community of Christ is addressed.  In 

the gospel Luke tells how Jesus reaches beyond those whom the religious 

leaders of the day regarded as acceptable, how he crosses boundaries of 

race, religion and gender, to include people in the company of God.  In 

Luke Jesus is a boundary breaker and one who includes rather than 

excludes.  In the Acts of the Apostles the young community of those 

faithful to Jesus argue about what kind of people are to be made welcome.  

Through this book we see that their understanding broadens and the 

church becomes a boundary breaker.   

It is no wonder then that given the trend towards intolerance on the one 

hand and a gospel of inclusion on the other that preachers are feeling 

called to preach on this subject and call us not only to have no part in the 

trend towards racial and religious  intolerance but to actively promote in 

daily living racial and religious tolerance and inclusion. 

On the next page  is a wonderful piece which Coventry Cathedral 
produces as a welcome card.  Although not specifically about racism or 

intolerance of religions other than Christianity it demonstrates clearly and 

amusingly the human tendency to divide people into those who should be 

welcome and those who shouldn’t be welcome, those acceptable and 

those not, those who are like us and those who are other. As you read you 

will probably find ourselves named and find the name of those about 

whom we feel some intolerance. 
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Coventry Cathedral Welcome Card 
This isn’t original to us – but is something we regularly print on the front of our 

service booklets which has been widely reported and much appreciated…) 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, 

widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled or down at heel. We 

especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers. 

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly 

to yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or 

just got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten 

years ago. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up 

yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit 

mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, 

vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or 

still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are down in the 

dumps or don’t like ‘organised religion.’ (We’re not that keen on it either!) 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, 

don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted 

to come to the Cathedral. 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a 

special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion 

shoved down their throat as kids or got lost on the ring road and wound up 

here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… and 

you! 

Every blessing      Audrey                3 



FUTURE DATES 
 

LAST STRATFORD AND EVESHAM CIRCUIT  SERVICE 

 

If you have any memorabilia of the Circuit, i.e. photos, newspaper 
cuttings, etc. for display on 21st July when we have our final 
Circuit service, can you please let Margaret Smith have them 
for a meeting in May when arrangements will be discussed.  
Many thanks 

Margaret 

 
EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

These are the dates booked so far for the evening Bible study group. All 

Monday’s 7.30pm. 
 

29 April:       13 May:        3 June :       17 June:        8 July:        22 July: 
 

Thanks & regards         Janet Mee 

 
Dates from the Church Council for your diaries 

 

         April 18th Maundy Thursday Service at 7.00pm 

         April 19th Good Friday Town Procession 

         April 21st Easter Sunday Service at 11.00am 

         June 2nd Environment Sunday with Jennifer Potter 

         June  6th   Outing to Bristol New Room  

         June  22nd Climate Change Action Day 

                    July  21st Service for the Celebration of our Old Circuit 

                   August 20-22…..11th Holiday at Home – Take a break 

     Apologies that last month I printed the first 3 items as being in March. 

     Nobody seemed to notice the error or if they did, said nothing. 

 

 
Martin Luther who lived between 1483-1546, wrote these words 

 

 Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, 

 not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime 
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Journeying to Easter 
 

                 Ride on, ride on in majesty 

  hark all the tribes Hosanna cry 

 your humble beast pursues its road     

      with palms and scattered garments strowed  

  

        

 

 

While they were eating. Jesus  took 

a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, he 

gave it to his disciples   and said ‘Take 

eat, this is my body’ Then he took the 

cup and said ‘Drink from it, all of you…………….’                    

 

       After supper, Jesus washed his disciples feet.        

 

  

      and then he went to the 

            Mount of Olives to pray 

 

It was in the garden that the 

authorities arrested Jesus                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                         

After his trial, he was led out to be 

crucified        

 

     

 

Eloi, Eloi.lama sabachthani 

 

 

Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do 
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 The Green Corner  
 
 

 

Water, Water Everywhere 
 

In the ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by Samuel Taylor Coleridge the 

poor soul on his becalmed ship bemoans that there is “Water, water 

everywhere,/ Nor any drop to drink” 
 

This is as true today as in 1834 when the poem was written.  According to 

NASA, 70% of the world’s surface is made up of water, so what is the 

problem?   
 

How much of that do you think is useable? First we can discount the 97.5% 

which is salt water.  In addition a further 1.75% is frozen.  So we are down 

to 1.75%, most of which is in groundwater with only 0.3% accessible on 

the surface. 
 

Water is a recyclable resource but even so the world seems to be 

approaching the point where usage is at its limit.  The UN’s latest annual 

world water development report suggested that 1.9bn people live where 

water is severely scarce.  Current projections suggest 3.2bn people will be 

living under severe water stress by 2050. 
 

Pressure on water resources is driven by population, prosperity and climate 

change.  Currently agriculture accounts for 70% of water withdrawals (that 

is water that is not recycled).  As population increases and prosperity 

improves the demands on agriculture increase.  Chocolate requires around 

17,000 litres of water to produce 1kg, Beef just over 15,000 litres and even 

the vegan’s favourite avocados require around 2000 litres.  A kilogram of 

cotton requires 9,000 litres. 
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Climate change will also have a big impact, bringing more rain to some 

areas and droughts to others.  Already 60% of the world’s useable fresh  

 

water is accounted for in just 9 countries.  The IPCC report last October 

highlighted that the increase in water scarcity would be halved by a global 

temperature rise of 1.5% compared to the current target of 2%. 

 

While we can do our bit to save water by showering or throwing the 

washing up water on the garden it is important to realise that thinking 

about the food we consume and waste, and trying to minimise our carbon 

emissions will also help with water conservation and availability. 

 

On June 22nd the church will be hosting a Climate Change Action Day with 

presentations and exhibitors who will be able to help you understand some 

of the issues and what you can do to help reduce climate change.  More 

details will be available later, but for now please put the date in your 

diaries.      Peter Evans 

 

 
Welcome back Mary 

 

It was good to see Mary Taylor well enough to share worship with us 

again. She has asked me to include her thanks in the News Sheet’ 

 

Home! 

Since last August, I have been in hospital. I was pleased to have visitors in 

spite of the cold weather. Most importantly, I have been  thankful for your 

prayers, when I was too ill to pray for myself    I became aware of the  

healing power of prayer.   After some setbacks, I am back home making a 

good recovery.  

So I hope, with the help of friends to be able to attend church sometimes. 

My carers are so kind. They come four times a day. They cook my meals 

and see that I do my exercises. 

I am now feeling strong enough to welcome visitors. Please ring in 

advance of coming (S/A 269053). 

God bless you all    Mary 
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Internal changes within  CHURCH 

 

Evelyn Ho and Jane Grant are now organising  the Fair Traid Stall  
 

 
 
       The Card Craft Group have changed their meeting day from 
       Mondays to Tuesdays.  Still in the morning from 10.00am-12noon.  
       If  you would like to join them, please contact Penny Brain. 

 
Youphonix! 

The Group have now ceased to meet so our sincere thanks go to Carolyn 

Evans and her helpers for running Youphonix! 

 

Foodbank 

At church we have a collection point where tins and packets of food can be 

donated to the local Foodbank.  We are looking for someone to take on the role 

of transporting what amounts to a couple of carrier bags of food once a fortnight 

from the church to the Foodbank warehouse at Tescos.   If this is something you 

would like to do please let Audrey or one of the Stewards know. 

 

Website 

We have a good website thanks to the innovations made by three successive 

webmasters.  Each person has seen ways of improving the website making it 

informative and easy to use.   Our current webmaster has made many changes to 

the site in this last year and ensures it is up to date, interesting and relevant but 

is looking for someone to take on the role from her.   If you would like to know 

more about this role please contact Audrey. 

thanks 

Audrey                                                                                                                                 8 



 

All the words below are linked to the Easter story. 

 The letters remaining, give you the message of Easter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 LETTERS  5 LETTERS       7 LETTERS  

        SAD                             AGONY       BLESSED 

                 CROSS                      HOSANNA 

               4 LETTERS                     HAPPY 

               EGGS                JESUS        9 LETTERS 

               FEET                                LIGHT        DISCIPLES 

               HOPE                               PALMS                      JERUSALEM 

               MARY                              STONE 

               PRAY                                                                    11 LETTERS 

               TOMB                              6 LETTERS               CRUCIFIXION 

                                                         ARREST 

                                                         DONKEY                   12 LETTERS 

                                                         EASTER        RESURRECTION 

                                                         SUPPER 
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R J E S U S H E I S R I S 

L E A S T E R Y N O G A N 

I R S E L P I C S I D R O 

G U S U P P E R S H O R I 

H S E B R N : S T O N E X 

T A H Y M R E I S P K S I 

H L R I R O E S E E E T F 

A E E N I A T C H G Y N I 

P M D P A L M S T S G E C 

P A N N A S O H E I A S U 

Y A R P S S O R C D O W R 

B L E S S E D T E E F N C 



 

 

DOOR STEWARDS  FOR  MAY         FLOWER ROTA 
 

5TH       ROSEMARY CORVIN    MAY 5TH - 

 SYLVIA BEVAN       MARGARET TATTERSALL 

           

12TH      HELEN JORDAN    MAY 12TH  

 STEVE FARMERY    BRENDA BIRNIE  

 

19TH      JACKY MAY      MAY 19TH - 

 PENELOPE BRAIN     MARGARET KENNY 

  

26TH JAN GRANT          MAY 26TH –  

 MALCOLM SMITH     MARGARET FARMERY 

 

 COFFEE ROTA  MAY 

    5th  Jacky May and Claire May 

                      12th Brenda Birnie and Marilyn Shorey 

           19th Marilyn Dobson and Gillian Pickles 

                         26th Kathleen Marriott and Carolyn Evans 
         

 
        

APRIL  OFFERTORY  ROTA 

 
     7TH  MARGARET FARMERY GILLIAN BOWERS 

     14TH MICHAEL LEDGARD    STEVE FARMERY    

     21ST  DAVID DUMPER  MALCOLM SMITH        

     28TH GILLIAN EDWARDS  BARBARA HAGGETT 

   

 
 

 For EVERYBODY with a birthday in  

  APRIL we wish you a very Happy Day  

 especially Ken Walker: Charlie Faulkner 

 and  Maureen Nesbitt 

       

                                          10 
 

 

 



With the terrible flooding and desolation and so much loss of life 
in the African countries recently,  a retiring collection  was held 
last Sunday  when the great amount of £675. 30p was given.  
We thank you for your kindness, support and generosity 
 
Through the Church Overseas Sponsorship Scheme organised each 
Sunday by Graham and Jan, a similar kind of support is being given  
to 8 children and 7 Senior Citizens in various countries through 
Action Aid(ACT)and  Age International(AI) 
Our extended Church family changes over the year as the needs of 
individuals and communities  alter.  
This year we are supporting 7 Senior Citizens and 8 children which 
includes 2 new children and one new Senior Citizen.  
A requirement of the individual sponsorship Programmes of both 
ACT ad AI is that the communities are also supported. 
In future Reportings, I will introduce you to our new family 
members. 
If you would like to share in this church work, speak with Jan or  
Graham, any Sunday  during coffee.  
 

 

On Easter Sunday the choir will sing one of the newer Easter hymns in our 

book – number 309 
   

  See what a morning, gloriously bright, 

  with the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 

  Folded the grave clothes,  tomb filled with light, 

  as the angels announce Christ is risen! 

  See God’s salvation plan, 

  wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 

  fulfilled in Christ, the Man, 

  for he lives; Christ is risen from the dead. 

   And we are raised with him’ 

   Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered, 

   And we shall reign with him, 

   for he lives; Christ is risen from the dead. 
 

Words and music by Stuart Townend and  Keith Getty                         
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MAY 2019  DIARY DATES 
 

5th Friendship Lunch after Morning Worship 

7th 10.00am Holy Communion in the Church  

11th 10.00-   12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

 also Methodist Synod at Stratford Girl’s Grammar School 

12th 4.00pm  Easter Offering Service at Stratford 

13th 7.30pm Evening Bible Study 

20th 2.30pm  Men’s Meeting Point: Marilyn Price talks on 

    ‘Reach Out and Help’ 

22nd Wesleys Pasta Lunch 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 

 Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

   2.30pm Bible Group 

 Tuesday:    10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

  10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

  10.00am Prayer Group  

  10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton 

  Wednesday 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

  Friday:   9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 

If you have regular meetings or one-offs,  please let me know your dates 

for this year.  Items for May Reporting are needed by Sunday April  28th 

by Sheila Giles S/A 296789 or e.mail; sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

 
This was as spotted on the Billboard of Warwick Methodist Church,  

   Live simply, 

                        Love outrageously, 

                             Serve faithfully, 

                             Pray daily, 

                            And leave the rest to God  
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