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Dear Friends 

Lent begins this coming Wednesday (6 March).  There will be a service in 

church at 10 am which will include the imposition of ashes. 

The earliest mention of a forty day period of preparation for Easter in the 

history of the Church comes from the council of Nicaea in 325 AD.   The 

forty days is in imitation of the time Jesus spent in the desert at the 

beginning of his ministry. The English word ‘Lent’ comes from the Anglo-

Saxon word meaning to ‘lengthen’. In our part of the world Lent comes at 

a time when the hours or daytime are ‘lengthening’, as spring approaches, 

and so it is a time when we seek to ‘lengthen’ spiritually, when we can 

stretch out and grow by the help of the Spirit.  

One of the ways of marking Lent which has become part of Methodist 

practice over the last thirty years is the Lenten Cross.  A Christmas tree is 

stripped of it’s needles and repurposed to form a wooden cross.  Each 

Sunday in Lent symbols relating to Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and his 

Passion are added to the cross.  On Good Friday the symbols are removed 

leaving an empty cross.  On Easter Sunday worshippers are invited to bring 

a few flowers with them to church which, at the beginning of the service 

are added to the cross transforming it from a desolate image of crucifixion 

to a colour covered image of vibrant new life.  

If you would like to join a Lent course you are welcome to meet with the 

Monday Bible Study Group at 2.30 pm from 11 March.  We will be 

following a course produced by York Courses. 

Colette will be making the Annual report available soon.  Thank you to 

everyone who has contributed to the report this year.  The Annual Church 

Meeting is on 30 March at 10.30 am in the New Room.  All are welcome to 

this meeting at which we appoint our Church Stewards and discuss the life 

and mission of the church.  I will be presenting my thoughts on the future 

direction of the church given the circuit and staffing changes to be 

implemented this September.  Refreshments will be available from 10 am. 

Marion Homer is working on setting up a Facebook page for the church.  

We need a small group of people to be the administrators of the page.  If 

this is something you would like to do please let me know. 
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We have started to prepare for Advent!  Next Advent’s theme will be the 

‘Journey of the Kings’.  Does anyone know of someone I could approach 

who has expertise in astronomy?  We would like to put on an evening of 

stargazing during Advent.  Also, the prayer stations next Advent will be set 

with in the King’s ‘tents’ as they journey to Bethlehem. The ‘tents’ could 

be a mix of small gazebos, tents, or large garden table umbrellas – if you 

have any such items and would be prepared to lend them to the church 

through Advent please let me know. 

Back to the here and now, I hope that Lent proves to be a time for us all 

when we find ourselves more aware of the ways and nature of God as we 

follow Jesus to Jerusalem – I hope, by the grace of God, we find spiritual 

lengthening. 

Every blessing 

Audrey  

Dates from the Church Council for your diaries 

 

 March 30th Church Annual General Meeting 1000 for 10.30am 

 March 18th Maundy Thursday Service at 7.00pm 

 March 19th Good Friday Town Procession 

 March 21st Easter Sunday Service at 11.00am 

 June    6th   Outing to Bristol New Room Cost £26 

 June   22nd Climate Change Action Day 

 Also that Evelyn Ho and Jane Grant are now organising 

 the Fair Traid Stall 
  

A big thank you from Youphonix to those who came along to sample our 

cakes and then provided such an enthusiastic and supportive audience for 

our musical items. The programme consisted of two songs about light, a 

beautiful flute solo and the debut performance of a newly coined setting of 

John Wesley’s verse ‘All We Can’. The latter was sung with gusto by all 

present - you may be hearing more of it in due course! Thanks to generous 

donations we raised £66.40 to help buy solar lamps for families in Kenya. 
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 The Green Corner 
 

What kind of inheritance for our grandchildren? 

On Friday 15th February students from both the primary and secondary 

schools in Stratford joined with thousands around the country to have a 

Youth Strike 4 Climate. Now our young people are expressing their 

frustration with the insufficient actions of our government to tackle climate 

change as they can see their futures are under threat. 

Since the industrial revolution material wealth has been growing and our 

lives, particularly in the developed nations, have altered beyond 

recognition. It has been achieved mainly by energy generated by fossil 

fuel. As this time global warming is caused by the excess emissions of 

CO2, we have to support our young people and put pressure on our 

government to set a new target for a carbon zero future. 

We can support the renewable energy industry personally as advocated by 

the Christian Aid campaign Big Switch. Our church has switched to Good 

Energy, a 100% renewable energy supplier. In the first year, the payment 

for our increasing energy consumption is comparable to the old supplier. 

We as individual can also change to a renewable energy supplier with 

minimal fuss.  We can install solar panels or air heat pump at home. This 

helps the renewable energy industry to fulfil the demand of a low carbon 

economy as well as saving money long term. 

We can reduce our reliance on fossil fuel in transport by using more public 

transport, car sharing with friends, chang to hybrid car or electric car. 

The battery technology has been greatly improved in last 10 years and now 

some electric cars can travel more than 200 miles on one charge. 

We can change our life style by cutting down unnecessary consumption of 

goods and food reducing the demand on energy. By eating more vegetables  
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and less red meat in our diet, we not only will have better health but also 

reduce the CO2 emissions caused by agriculture. 

We can take up all these things to combat global climate change but we 

need to talk about it and help each other to act on it.  

Our Green Group has worked with Stratford Friends of the Earth and 

Stratford Quakers to form Stratford Climate Action Forum and we plan 

to hold a Stratford Climate Action Day on Saturday 22nd June this year 

in our Church Centre. In order to inspire and help people to take action to 

save the planet in next 12 years, this event will have a lecture, workshops 

and exhibitions.  

Please come with your friends and neighbours to the Climate Action Day 

to learn and to share with each other our concern for our planet. We can do 

a lot more to give our grandchildren a better inheritance. As one of the 

placards said at the Stratford Youth Strike 4 Climate There is no Planet B! 

Here is another placard designed by a Primary School child. 
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In last month’s Reporting, there was news of an invitation from our 

new  Circuit to join in a production of 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat 
 

This is on hold at the moment until they get licenses etc and it is now 

put forward as a possibility for next March.  
 

If you are interested in forming a small cross-Circuit group to make 

this happen, please let Kate Tennyson in the Circuit Office know 

Contact:  mwc.katetgennyson@gmail.com  or phone 07578 640013 
 

 
 

Many of you will know that for more year’s than I care to remember, a 

Ladies Badminton Group has played at our church each Tuesday morning. 

Audrey has asked that the  following information is put into Reporting. 

 

The Badminton group started as Church outreach 30 years ago- mothers 

and Toddlers. They have met ever since. They regularly give a  substantial 

donation to the church from their subs  and the latest was for £800. Audrey 

has joined the group to strengthen the link with the church.                                                                                                                                        
 

 
 

Annual Church Meeting is on Saturday March 30th at 10.00am for 

10.30.  This is your opportunity to find out more of what is happening 

at your church and elect members to the church Council Meeting. 

 
 

 

Junior Mission for All. 
The London Mission Headquarters have 

revamped the Rainbow Magazine issued 3 

times a year for the Junior members of our churches. I have  

put a display of it on the JMA board in Wesley Hall. Please take 

time to look at it. It also shows monies raised since September 

2018 
  6 

 
 

mailto:mwc.katetgennyson@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Ever been to an auction? Well, 

whether or not you have or just seen 

one on the television, now is your 

chance to experience one for real in the familiar setting of 

Evesham Methodist Church. All proceeds will go to the work 

of Christian Aid and you can either; 
 

 put something up for auction or  

 bid for items on the night  

 or both.  
 

Offers can range from offering afternoon tea for a few folk to 

taking a group out to lunch; maybe baking someone a cake or 

offering a couple of singing lessons;  how about driving 

someone to the nearest airport OR providing them with a 

holiday place to stay for a few days.  
 

Think of something you are good at or something you could 

share and offer it up for auction – no offer too small or too big! 

(Sorry but no husbands or wives can be auctioned!!)  More 

details will follow, but for now, put this date in your diary:  
 

Saturday, 18 May at 7pm. 
 

Start thinking and start saving, as there are going to be some 

super, exciting items to bid for.  

Thanks,             Viv Jones.   0138648788 

 
 

 

Viv says it would be lovely to see folk from Stratford at this event 

which is going to be a FUN evening.  All are welcome and a buffet 

supper is included at no charge. More details to come. 
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LENT 
 

     Over the ages, many customs have been kept surrounding the  

     season of Lent. We all know of Pancake day which is really Shrove  

    Tuesday but Shrovetide is really the three days before Ash  

    Wednesday  - a period of confession before Lent. In the Middle  

    Ages, people went to church on the day before Lent began, to ask  

    God to forgive them for all the wrong things they had done. The  

    church bells would summon people to church to be ‘Shriven’ which  

    was an absolution for the sins they confessed 
 

    Christians were traditionally forbidden  meat and diary produce  

    during Lent. Remember there were no fridges to keep the food so it  

     needed eating before the fasting began.  A time for fun, feasting and   

     pranks. Did you know the day before Shrove Tuesday was called 

    Collop Monday.  Collops were slices of meat possibly of Swedish  

    derivation but in Elizabethan England, the last bacon and meat in  

    the store would be eaten and the remaining fat used for cooking the  

    pancakes next day. The fun and games are still re-enacted all over 

    the country. Games of football with widespread goalposts lasted all  

    day. Atherstone play between 3 and 5 o’clock with the person in  

    possession of the ball at 5 being the winner. Games of much cheating 

    and foul play took place. At Corfe Castle the new apprentices of  

    the Ancient Order of Purbeck Marblers and Stone cutters ran the 

    whole length of the village kicking a ball and carrying  a glass of Ale 

    which should not be spilt. A more genteel game happened in  

    Scarborough with a mass ‘Skip-In’. For 5 hours thousands of people  

    skipped along a mile of the Foreshore Road. 

    Probably the most famous races are the Pancake races held in  

    Olney, Bucks. While its origins are obscure, tradition has it that an 

    Olney housewife hearing the shriving bell, ran to church still  

    carrying her frying pan It used to be open only to women who had  

    to wear aprons, headscarves and skirts and with their pancake still 

   cooking in the pan, run the 400 yard course tossing it three times on  

   the way.  Prizewinner receives a kiss from the verger  and a prayer  

   book from the vicar. 

   With the fun of Shrove Tuesday over, next came the discipline of  

   Lent…………starting with Ash Wednesday 
8 



 

 

 

  Light as a feather a finger touched me, 

  Branded me cross-shaped, smudged me with ash. 

  Light as a feather God’s finger caressed me 

  With signs of forgiveness, marked me with love. 

  Light as a feather. penitent, shriven, 

  Signed with his life-mark I go on my way. 

 

   No mention of Ash Wednesday is made in the Bible and not all 

   Christian Churches celebrate the day but with the beginning of  

   Lent it is a good time to reflect….   We all remember that Jesus  

   went into the wilderness to prepare  himself for his ministry 

   Lent gives us the opportunity to remind ourselves of where we are  

  going  and what we are about. 
 

   This poem was written by a Japenese poet, Kagawa. 

 

I  read in a book that a man called Christ went about doing good. 

It is very disconcerting to me that  

I am so easily satisfied with just going about 
 

 
This is alsowritten by a Japenese poet      ANON 

The Lord is my Pace Setter—I shall not rush – 

He makes me stop for quiet intervals. 

He provides me with images of stillness which restore my serenity. 

He leads me in ways of efficiency through calmness of mind 

And his guidance is Peace. 

Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day 

I will not fret, 

For his presence is here. 

His kindness now, his all importance, will keep me in balance. 

He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity. 

By anointing my mind with his oils of tranquillity, 

My cup of joyous energy overflows. 

Truly harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours 

For I shall work in the pace of my Lord 

And dwell in his house for ever 
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DOOR STEWARDS  FOR APRIL        FLOWER ROTA 

 

7TH       MARGARET NEWTON   APRIL 7TH - 

 NORMAN NEWTON      GILLIAN PICKLES 

           

14TH      BETTY WALKER     APRIL 14TH  

 KEN WALKER      DOROTHY TUCKEY 

  

21ST KATHLEEN MARRIOTT    APRIL 21ST - 

 GILLIAN LOADER     JOHN PARKES 

  
28TH LIZ  WALKER         APRIL 28TH –  

 GRAHAM MIATT     LYNNE DUNNINGHAM 

 

 COFFEE ROTA  APRIL 

    7th  Sue Rimmer and Janet Lampitt 

                      14th Kath Fraser and Penny  Brain 

           21st Gillian Loader and Shirley Dumper 

                         28th Gillian Ledgard and Ray Childerhouse 
         

 
        

MARCH  OFFERTORY  ROTA 

 
       3 RD MICHAEL LEDGARD  STEVE FARMERY 

      1OTH             DAVID DUMPER  MALCOLM SMITH    

      17TH JOHN PARKES   BILL GILES         

      24TH GILLIAN EDWARDS  BILL GILES 

      31ST MARGARET SMITH  SHARON STROUD 

 

 

 
 

 For EVERYBODY with a birthday in  

 MARCH,  we wish you a very Happy Day  

 especially      Audrey Simpson: 

        Gillian Loader:      Kathleen Marriott: 

               Maureen Beckett:   John Parkes 
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              One of our Kenya Directors recently wrote: 

               ‘Nothing has made me more happy than the fact that one of the needy 

               children to whom we donated a solar lamp managed to score 375 marks 

               out of 500. This is a great achievement for a child in a local school, who   

               before getting the solar lamp could only use a smoky lantern lamp to study 

               and couldn’t get such mark! I believe his performance has been contributed 

              by having a solar lamp through which he could study for more hours without 

              having to worry about his lungs due to the toxic smoke from the lantern’ 

 

Update February 2019  
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APRIL 2019  DIARY DATES 

March 30th    General Church Meeting – 10.00 for 10.30 

1st 7.30pm Evening Bible Study Group 

2nd 10.00am Holy Communion in the Church  

 2.00pm Resources Cttee. 

7th Morning Worship and JAM meet at 10.30am 

10th Wesleys Pasta Lunch 

13th 10.00-12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

                     Also Rescue Squad 

14th 3.00pm-5,00pm Youphonix! 

18th 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Communion 

19th Good Friday Town Walk 

21st     Easter Sunday worship at 11.00am 

28th 3.00pm-5.00pm Youphonix! 

29th 2.30pm  Men’s Meeting Point – Alan Walker  ‘A Policeman’s Lot’ 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 

 Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

 Monday:    10.00-12.00 noon  Monday Makers resting till Spring  

  10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

  10.00-12.00 Ladies Badminton (see Page  5) 

  2.30pm Bible Group 

 Tuesday:    10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

  10.00am Prayer Group  

 Wednesday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

  Friday:   9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  
 

If you have regular meetings, please let me know your dates for this year.   

Items for April Reporting are needed by Sunday March 31st by Sheila 

Giles S/A 296789 or e.mail; sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 
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