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What kind of inheritance for our grandchildren? 

On Friday 15th February students from both the primary and secondary schools in Stratford 

joined with thousands around the country to have a Youth Strike 4 Climate. Now our young 

people are expressing their frustration with the insufficient actions of our government to tackle 

climate change as they can see their futures are under threat. 

Since the industrial revolution material wealth has been growing and our lives, particularly in 

the developed nations, have altered beyond recognition. It has been achieved mainly by energy 

generated by fossil fuel. As this time global warming is caused by the excess emissions of CO2, 

we have to support our young people and put pressure on our government to set a new target 

for a carbon zero future. 

We can support the renewable energy industry personally as advocated by the Christian Aid 

campaign Big Switch. Our church has switched to Good Energy, a 100% renewable energy 

supplier. In the first year, the payment for our increasing energy consumption is comparable to 

the old supplier. We as individual can also change to a renewable energy supplier with minimal 

fuss.  We can install solar panels or air heat pump at home. This helps the renewable energy 

industry to fulfil the demand of a low carbon economy as well as saving money long term. 

We can reduce our reliance on fossil fuel in transport by using more public transport, car 

sharing with friends, chang to hybrid car or electric car. The battery technology has been 

greatly improved in last 10 years and now some electric cars can travel more than 200 miles 

on one charge. 

We can change our life style by cutting down unnecessary consumption of goods and food 

reducing the demand on energy. By eating more vegetables and less red meat in our diet, we 

not only will have better health but also reduce the CO2 emissions caused by agriculture. 

We can take up all these things to combat global climate change but we need to talk about it 

and help each other to act on it.  

Our Green Group has worked with Stratford Friends of the Earth and Stratford Quakers to 

form Stratford Climate Action Forum and we plan to hold a Stratford Climate Action Day 

on Saturday 22nd June this year in our Church Centre. In order to inspire and help people to 

take action to save the planet in next 12 years, this event will have a lecture, workshops and 

exhibitions.  



Please come with your friends and neighbours to the Climate Action Day to learn and to share 

with each other our concern for our planet. We can do a lot more to give our grandchildren a 

better inheritance. As one of the placards said at the Stratford Youth Strike 4 Climate There is 

no Planet B! Here is another placard designed by a Primary School child. 

 


