
 

Earthrise 
 
Christmas Eve will mark the 50th Anniversary of ‘Earthrise’ the 

photo taken by Apollo 8 Astronaut Bill Anders showing Earth rising 

from the orbit of the moon on 24th December 1968. 

 

This iconic image of Earth is often cited as the beginning of the 

Environmental movement, the first time in history that people saw 

the planet as ‘one world’ - beautiful, fragile and isolated in space. 

 

As Carl Sagan wrote in his 1994 book Pale Blue Dot,  

 

“From this distant vantage point, the Earth might not seem of any 

particular interest. But for us, it's different. Consider again that dot. 

That's here. That's home. That's us. 

 

On it everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever 

heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out their lives.” 

 

“Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. 

In our obscurity – in all this vastness – there is no hint that help will 

come from elsewhere to save us from ourselves. 

 

The Earth is the only world known, so far, to harbor life. There is 

nowhere else, at least in the near future, to which our species could 

migrate.” 

 

“To me, it underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with 

one another and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only 

home we've ever known.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The environmental movement has come a long way in 50 years with 

big successes such as the creation of alternatives to CFCs and 

increases in renewable energy, but there is still more to do. 

 

It is easy to forget how vulnerable the Earth is, how we are jointly 

responsible for its continued sustainability and that we are simply 

custodians of this great planet for future generations. 

 

So as you look up to the night sky on Christmas Eve, take a moment 

to contemplate the awe-inspiring planet on which we live and how 

you can make a difference to this pale blue dot we call home. 

 

Hannah Dumper 


