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Dear Friends 

For me part of the joy of Advent and Christmas is singing the carols.  Some are as 

old as the hills, known off by heart while others are fresh and contemporary and 

on their way to becoming firm favourites.   

The church year begins with Advent.  Each year we focus on a different gospel 

for our devotional readings.  This is the year of Luke.  If the way Luke tells his 

opening stories is any indication then I feel sure that he was a man who enjoyed 

music and singing.  He includes four songs of faith in the first two chapters: 

Mary’s song, the Magnificat Luke 1:46-55; 

Zechariah’s song, the Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79 

The Angel’s song, Gloria in Excelsis, Luke 2:14 

Simeon’s song, Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 

As we travel through Advent in addition to singing our way towards Christmas let 

us read the opening chapters of Luke’s gospel.  Take time to think and pray 

about the words of the songs. What causes Mary, Zechariah, the Angels and 

Simeon to burst into song?  What do their songs tell us about the character of 

God?  What do they say of the purpose and ministry of Jesus? What do they say 

about our human condition – our strengths, weaknesses, hopes and fears? 

Thank you to everyone who worked with Maureen Beckett in preparing for and 

running this year’s Christmas Bazaar.  It was a wonderful and happy occasion.  

Thank you too, in anticipation of the event to Bobbi Sands and team for 

organising the Narnia evening for the children and to Gillian Ledgard, Penny 

Brain, Shirley Dumper and Joan Taylor and teams for hosting the visits from local 

schools and arranging the ‘Welcome to Christmas in Narnia’ day. 

every blessing    

Audrey 
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SNIPPETS 

 

'The bazaar was a huge success.  We raised £1,500 which I think is 
amazing in one day.  Thanks must go to all those who have helped to 
make it possible over the last few weeks and months, and particularly the 
Monday Makers who have already started on next year's stall.  Also 
thanks to those who came on Saturday and spent on the stalls.  The 
atmosphere was brilliant, everyone just enjoying meeting with friends 
over a coffee. 
 
December 6th   7.30pmCircuit Meeting at Evesham 

Dec. 8th Another Christmas Bazaar – this time at Welford Methodist  
Church from 2.00pm – 4,00pm  

 

Carol Singing outside the Theatre for Action for Children on 
Friday December 14th at 6.30pm. PLEASE come and swell the 
ranks. Coffee and Mince pies at the church after. 

 
 

A NEW PUZZLE-  How many words of 4 letters or more can you get from 
the word REMEMBRANCE. …………………… 
There were no takers for this challenge but I have put up a copy of my 
answers in Wesley Hall – sorry  - I have eaten the chocolate. Sheila 

 
 

The Church family Christmas card is now available, and thanks again to all 
those who contributed to it.  I will let you know the amount raised in next 
months Reporting. 
 

 
Now a date for your diary.  The annual quiz started by Avonside Players 
is on Tuesday 8th January at 7.30pm.  Free entry, it's just fun, just turn 
up and you don't need to be clever!' 
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    The Green Corner  
 

Earthrise 
 
Christmas Eve will mark the 50th Anniversary of ‘Earthrise’ the photo 

taken by Apollo 8 Astronaut Bill Anders showing Earth rising from the 

orbit of the moon on 24th December 1968. 

 

This iconic image of Earth is often cited as the beginning of the 

Environmental movement, the first time in history that people saw the 

planet as ‘one world’ - beautiful, fragile and isolated in space. 

 

As Carl Sagan wrote in his 1994 book Pale Blue Dot,  

 

“From this distant vantage point, the Earth might not seem of any 

particular interest. But for us, it's different. Consider again that dot. That's 

here. That's home. That's us. 

 

On it everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, 

every human being who ever was, lived out their lives.” 

 

“Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. 

In our obscurity – in all this vastness – there is no hint that help will come 

from elsewhere to save us from ourselves. 

 

The Earth is the only world known, so far, to harbor life. There is nowhere 

else, at least in the near future, to which our species could migrate.” 

 

“To me, it underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with one 

another and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only home we've 

ever known.” 
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The environmental movement 

has come a long way in 50 years 

with big successes such as the 

creation of alternatives to CFCs 

and increases in renewable 

energy, but there is still more to 

do. 
 

It is easy to forget how 

vulnerable the Earth is, how we 

are jointly responsible for its 

continued sustainability and that 

we are simply custodians of this 

great planet for future 

generations. 

 

So as you look up to the night sky on Christmas Eve, take a moment to 

contemplate the awe-inspiring planet on which we live and how you can 

make a difference to this pale blue dot we call home. 

 

Hannah Dumper 

 

 
 

The Church  has been fortunate to have been 

given 4 bird boxes from "Welcome to Our 

Future". They have been put up towards the  

back of the church; see if you can spot them! 

We shall look forward to the Spring to see if we 

have tenants. 

 

"Welcome to Our Future" is a Local Agenda 21 

charity based in Pershore. It was set up in 1996 

to educate and raise awareness on issues 

relating to sustainable development - 

specifically to promote the well being of people, 

their communities and their environment. 
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Lilian Fitton recently held a sale 

of her art work at Church in aid 

of Guide Dogs for the Blind and 

raised a  wonderful amount of 

£812.00. Some neighbours of 

Lilian brought a dog which was 

in training who received a lot of 

attention        

These are some of her pictures 

on display 

 

 
Have you experienced Christmas ‘down under’ 

I came across this recently 

 

Carol our Christmas, an upside down Christmas, 

snow is not falling and trees are not bare. 

carol the summer, and welcome the Christ child, 

warm in our sunshine and sweetness of air 

 

Sing of the gold and the green and the sparkle. 

water and river and lure of the beach. 

Sing in the happiness of open spaces, 

sing a nativity summer can reach 

 

Shepherds and musterers move on the hillsides 

finding not angels, but sheep to be shorn. 

wise ones  make journeys whatever the season, 

searching for signs of the truth to be born. 

 

Right side up Christmas belongs to the universe, 

made in the moment a woman gives birth; 

hoipe is the Jesus gift, love is the offering, 

everywhere, anywhere, here on the earth 
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   ‘We saw him there’ the oxen said., 

   ‘He had our manger for his bed’, 

   ‘I perched upon the beam above;, 

   He heard me cooing’ said the dove. 

   The donkey brayed, ‘So warm He lay 

   Because I gave Him all my hay,’ 

   ‘We came to have a little peep’ 

   The lamb said,’but he was asleep’ 

   ‘I wish that we, too, could have crept 

7   To kiss him gently as he slept’ 



Ivy Calvert found this piece of her husband’s writing to the Stratford Herald 

more than  30 years ago and it is still pertinent to today. 
 

Christmas every day 
by Charles Calvert 

I BELIEVE…. 
I am writing this some time before its publication date and, in these days, that is a 

dangerous thing to do. 

So many of the circumstances that have great influence on our lives can now be 
totally transformed almost overnight. 

Those whom we have been told were our enemies become friends:  peace and war 

are moment to moment in the balance; boom turns its face and looks like 
depression;  yesterday’s villains are today’s heroes; success and failure are seen to 

be opposite sides of the same coin. 

But there are eternal truths and values the neglect and rejection of which 
engenders the evils, follies and madness of our individual lives, our national 

community and our world society. We who are Christians by faith, upbringing or 

background like to call then Christian ideals, ideals which regard all men and 

women as the children of God. But we must not claim any exclusive rights, since 
these values are shared by many other faiths and by some of those who profess no 

faith. 

Great gift 
For Christians, Christmas is a festival that most explicitly reminds us of the basic 

need to care for and respect all: the poor, the weak, the abused, the strange and 

different from ourselves, friends and those who believe themselves to be our foes.  

We give at this time to celebrate the great gift of Jesus Christ. We are – or should 
be – not only moved to tears by the TV pictures of the desperate millions in the 

Third World who are innocent victims of conflict and ruthless exploitation, but 

also deeply aware of the many people rejected by our own society for whom there 
is not even a stable, only a plastic bag or a cardboard box. If we imagine these 

people are not our concern, that they are not deserving of our responsible 

compassion and practical aid, we have not understood the Christian message: 
We share responsibility.  

Respond 

But at Christmas it is easy – too easy – to be moved and to respond with an 

offering. When giving makes us feel so good, it almost becomes an indulgence.  
It is not enough! We need Christmas every day and we must strive to create that 

better, fairer order in our town, country and world that millions of many faiths 

hope for. as Christians, we require that the process begins with ourselves. I do 
hope that events will allow us all to have a happy but not complacent Christmas. 
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DOOR STEWARDS  FOR  JANUARY         FLOWER ROTA 

 

6TH HELEN JORDAN      JANUARY 6TH -  

 GRAHAM MIATT          NOREEN PRICE 

           
13TH SYLVIA  BEVAN                       JANUARY  13TH–  

 GILLIAN LOADER                        BRENDA BIRNIE 

 

20TH  STEVE FARMERY                       JANUARY 20TH - 

  JACKIE MAY                PENELOPE HAND 

         

27TH PENNY BRAIN         JANUARY 27TH –  

 STEVE FARMERY     JOAN TAYLOR 

 

  

 COFFEE ROTA FOR JANUARY 

     6th Graham Hollowell and Helen Jordan 

                      13th Sue Rimmer and Janet Lampitt 

           20th Kath Fraser  and Penny Brain 

                         27th Gillian Loader and ShirleyDumper 

  

 
        

DECEMBER OFFERTORY ROTA 

 
        2ND MARGARET FARMERY GILLIAN BOWERS 

        9TH             MICHAEL LEDGARD  STEVE FARMERY 

        16TH DAVID DUMPER  MALCOLM SMITH        

        23RD JOHN PARKES   BARBARA HAGGETT 

        30TH GILLIAN EDWARDS  BILL GILES 

 
 

  I GOT THE MONTHS WRONG LAST MONTH  

 SO MY APOLOGIES……. 

 IF YOU HAD A BIRTHDAY IN  NOVEMBER OR 

HAVE ONE TO COME IN DECEMBER, 

GREETINGS TO YOU ALL 
 

 
 

        ****If you wish to come to the lunch on Christmas Day, please  

   sign up on the sheet in Wesley Hall 
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Mary Taylor   has been putting her mind    

to work while she is in hospital and has      

sent the following poem.    
  

 

Monday 

The postman and  

the delivery men came to call, 

With all their equipment, 

They clashed and had a brawl, 

Tuesday 
Menu makers and cleaners 

With their mops cleaned the wall, 

With all their equipment, 

Collided and had a fall. 

Wednesday 

The electricians and maintenance men 

All very tall, 

With their heavy ladders 

Crashed, so I recall. 

Thursday 

Nurses and Physios 

One carrying a football, 

Had a terrible mishap, 

And had a downfall. 

Friday 

In the narrow Corridor 

Tryin to avoid a maul, 

T he many workers dressed in  black 

 Collided and had a brawl 

Saturday 

The doctors and the specialists 

Danced together and had a ball, 

With their stethoscopes, 

Had a downfall. 

Sunday 

The vicar came and blessed them all 
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JANUARY 2019  DIARY DATES 
 

6th Morning Worship and JAM meet at 10.30am 

12th 10.00-12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

                     Also Rescue Squad 

13th 3.00pm-5.00pm Youphonix! 

27th 3.00pm-5.00pm Youphonix! 

28th 2.30pm  Men’s Meeting Point  

 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 

 Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

 Monday:    10.00-12.00 noon  Monday Makers  

  10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

  2.30pm Bible Group 

 Tuesday:    10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

  10.00am Prayer Group  

 Wednesday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

  Friday:   9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  

If you have regular meetings, please let me know your New Year dates.  

Some groups may still be affected by New year events. Please check with 

Group Leader. 

Items for January Reporting are needed by January 6th by Sheila Giles S/A 

296789 or e.mail; sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk Because of the New 

Year holiday it will be published for the second Sunday 
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

 

 

          

          

          

          

          

      

‘’I will honour Christmas in my heart, 

and try to keep it all the year’’ 

Charles Dickens (1812-1870) 
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