
                                                                 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON METHODIST  CHURCH 

 

 NOVEMBER 2018 

 
 

         at 

    

 

    

on SATURDAY, 24TH NOVEMBER 
 

from 10.30am –2.30pm 
 

Free entry to numerous stalls; lunches; teas; 

Bouncy Castle; 
 

The NARNIA themed Grotto with Father Christmas 
will be open for the following week  

with a special day on Saturday, December 1st 
See details on pages 6 & 7 

 



Dear Friends 
In addition to the annual church services of remembrance a number of 

events are to be held in and around the town this year to commemorate 

the Armistice Centenary.  Holy Trinity are hosting the exhibition First 

World War Shakespeare and Stratford from 3rd – 18th November.  There 

will be a vigil organised by the Quakers at the Guild Chapel on Monday 

12 November from 12pm-1pm to remember the Civilian Casualties of 

the Great War. A beacon will be lit in the Remembrance Garden at 7 pm 

on Sunday 11th November as part of a chain of beacons to be lit 

throughout the United Kingdom.  For more information please see the 

leaflets in the foyer.  

Our thanks to Bobbi for organising this year’s ‘Light and Sparkle’ party 

which was enjoyed by between 50-60 children and their parents.  David 

and Gillian did a sterling job in the kitchen producing enough food for 

all the guests as there were twice as many people attending as expected. 

Thank you to members of Knit Stitch and Natter and Monday Makers 

for the Poppy display in the foyer.  In addition to the red poppies you 

will notice that they have included a few white and purple poppies.  The 

white poppies signify pacifism or the desire of peace and the purple 

poppies represent animal war casualties. 

Peace 

Audrey 

100 years ago, World War ended. So 

we pray; Eternal God, you know the 

names of every man, woman and 

child that lost their lives in the Great 

War. You know the names of those 

who are dying in conflicts around 

the world today. You know our 

names and call us to be 

peacemakers, generous and 

compassionate. Bless our times 

together. In Jesus’ name. Amen 
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Saturday 24th November – Bazaar from Maureen Beckett 

The bazaar is open from 10.30am to 2.30pm in the afternoon. There will 

be a grotto in the lounge as last year with a Narnia theme, and although 

in Narnia it’s always winter but never Christmas, against all the odds 

Father Christmas will be present in his sleigh. There will be no charge 

for anyone going through the grotto, and instead of a gift Father 

Christmas will give a small packet of sweets to all children. The stalls 

include items made at our Monday Makers mornings throughout the 

year, books, produce (cakes, jams etc.) cards, toys, bouncy castle, bric-

a-brac, tombola, U3A stall, plants, two stalls requested by Church 

members, and a raffle. The raffle depends on the quality of the gifts on 

offer, last year Mary Taylor provided us with four vouchers from 

businesses she supports regularly in the town. Do you know of a 

business who would support us with a voucher? Teas with homemade 

biscuits will be provided all day served in the Wesley Hall and the 

foyer. Cake will also be available. Tea and biscuits will be provided for 

helpers throughout the day. Soup will be served for lunch in the side 

rooms. If anyone on the stalls want to reserve a portion of soup please 

let Gillian know. Also could I remind everyone that the soup lunch is a 

stall just like all the others, so please don’t cause embarrassment by 

expecting it to be ‘on the house’. 
 

Any gifts for any of the stalls can be brought in at any time and left on 

the stage. We need at least 120 items on the tombola, and as yet we 

haven’t reached double figures. 
 

I’m still in need of help on a lot of the stalls/refreshments. If you can 

give a couple of hours, or would like to make a days of it, you would be 

very welcome, just let me know. 
 

Set up will be on Friday afternoon. 
 

I will not be in Church today (4th November), so I will leave some paper 

taped to the table inside the foyer door for you to give your name and 

telephone number if you would like to help, or you can ring me on 

299347. I will be back home this evening. Thank you, Maureen.   
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 The Green Corner  
 

Help a Hedgehog this Autumn 
 
Hedgehogs usually hibernate between November through to mid-March, 

but they can sometimes be seen out and about during this period 

changing nesting sites.  

 

Hedgehogs are found throughout the UK. Gardens, hedgerows, 

woodlands, grasslands, parks, and cemeteries are all important 

hedgehog habitats, and adult hedgehogs travel between 1-2km per night 

over home ranges between 10-20 hectares in size searching for food and 

mates – that’s entire housing estates and neighbourhoods! 

 

You can help hedgehogs by making your garden a wildlife haven. 

Everyone’s contribution is important. Combined, our gardens provide a 

space for wildlife larger than all the National Nature Reserves, so by 

gardening in a wildlife-friendly way, we can help our spiky companions 

move around safely and find a home. 

 

The Wildlife Trust has a wide range of tips on how we can help 

Hedgehogs this autumn - https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/what-do-if-you-

find-wild-animal/help-hedgehog. 

 

Provide nesting sites - Log and leaf 

piles, wilderness areas and purpose-

built hedgehog homes make great 

places for hedgehogs to nest and 

hibernate. Fallen leaves also make the 

perfect nesting material, so make sure 

you don’t clear all of these away. 
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Make water safe - Hedgehogs are great swimmers but can sometimes 

struggle to climb out of steep sided ponds and many drown. Provide a 

ramp from a plank wrapped in chicken wire or create shallow areas at 

the edge so they can scramble out. 

 

Be aware of dangers - Check for hidden hedgehogs before lighting 

bonfires, strimming and mowing the lawn. Keep plant netting, tennis 

nets and household rubbish above ground level to prevent entanglement. 

 

 

Hannah Dumper 
 

 

 

 

In the chaos of modern living, it’s often difficult to stay 

connected to nature. Wild Christian is a new programme 

from A Rocha UK for Christians to re-engage with 

nature in the context of faith. A Rocha UK are building a 

community of Christians who want to explore the 

connections between faith and nature, get their hands 

dirty by caring for nature directly and raise their voices 

to let government know they care. To join the 

community, go to https://arocha.org.uk/wildchristian/. 
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Come to the 

Church Centre in 

Old Town on 
 

 

Saturday 1st 

December 

between 

10.00am – 4.00pm 
 

and walk through the Wardrobe door to find......... 
 

Narnia Wonderland 
 

   

 

and family 

activities  
 

 

 

 

Join us for a journey through a Narnia wonderland. 

Follow the robin and meet Mr Tumnus and Lucy and 
the Beavers                                              
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       Have tea at 3.00pm with the  

       Beavers and share in the  

       community carol singing 
 
 
 

 
 

Field Mice Christmas Carol by Kenneth Graham 
 

Villagers all, this frosty tide 

Let your door swing open wide, 

though wind may follow and snow beside 

Yet draw us in  by your fire to bide 

Joy shall be yours in the morning 

Joy shall be yours in the morning 

Bidding you joy in the morning 
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Write for Rights campaign 

             November-December 2018 
 

As a member of our local Amnesty International group I would like to 

draw your attention to this campaign.   
 

This year Amnesty International’s annual global card writing 

campaign launches to support women who have been attacked, 

jailed, harassed or killed for defending their rights.   
 

These Human Rights Defenders include: 
 

 Atena Daemi, jailed for speaking out against the death penalty in 

Iran; 

 ‘Mother Mushroom’, a Vietnamese blogger serving a 10 year 

prison sentence for blogging about police brutality and 

environmental issues; 

 Geraldine Chacon, a 24 year old law graduate from Venezuela 

who is on conditional release from detention and banned from 

leaving her country because of her work educating young at-risk 

people about their human rights; 

 Marielle Franco, a councillor from Rio de Janeiro killed for her 

work defending marginalized people in the city. 
 

Last year, more than 5.5 million messages were sent which has had a 

huge impact on individuals’ lives.  In 2017, Dr Mudawi, a Sudanese 

activist who has been repeatedly jailed for human rights work said: ‘We 

are all working for a world that is free from human rights violations, 

where justice prevails.  The feeling that you are not alone, that people 

are behind you, it’s really a very good feeling.  It helps you survive 

torture, survive all the bad treatment you get from the security forces’.  
 

‘I will forever be grateful to Amnesty’s supporters.  Keep up the good 

work.  You are the conscience of humanity, the voice of the oppressed.  

The voice of human rights needs to continue until everyone is free from 

tyranny’ Eskinder Nega, Ethiopia, former prisoner of conscience. 
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You are invited to send a card of support to 12 individuals or groups of 

people who have had their freedom denied. Amnesty is providing 

Action Cards for 2 cases but people tend to choose cases that are close 

to their hearts. Our local group has some Christmas cards left over from 

last year so about 20   can be provided for us. I will have some copies of 

the Amnesty Write for Rights booklet which covers case details of all 

12 Human Rights Defenders.   
 

Please let me know if you would like to support this campaign. Cards 

will be collected up in the 3rd week of December and sent to Amnesty 

by our group so there won’t be any postage charges for anyone.  Last 

year, we sent 429 card messages of support which was a fantastic local 

group response. 
 

“…I was in prison and you came to me” Matthew 25:36 
 

Evelyn Ho   (01789 296726) 

 
 

Harvest Puzzle answers. 
 

The puzzle started with… Something you eat each day…. BREAD….. 
Once you have started the rest is quite easy…… behead me…READ 
So the rest of the answers are…REAP...HEAP….HEAR….HEART…EAR 
…..EAT….HEAT….WHEAT. 
 

A NEW PUZZLE- How many words of 4 letters or more can you get from 
the word REMEMBRANCE. Answers by November 25th to Sheila Giles. 
Chocolate bar for the winner. 

 
 

Church Family Christmas Card 
 

I will be taking donations from next Sunday in the foyer after the 

service. If you are new to us, this is a way of sending everyone within 

the Church your Christmas wishes, instead of individual cards. It started 

as a fund raiser during our redevelpoment, but most people prefer it so 

it’s continued ever since. Just ask and I will tell you abou it.     

Maureen Beckett                                                                                                                                      
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DOOR STEWARDS  FOR  DECEMBER        FLOWER ROTA 

 

2ND THE EVANS FAMILY        DECEMBER 2ND 

            BARBARA HAGGETT 

            

9TH BETTYY WALKER                 DECEMBER 9TH –  

 KEN WALKER                      STEPHEN PEACOP 

 

16TH  LYNNE DUNNINGHAM       DECEMBER 16TH  

  KATHLEEN MARRIOTT       Family of Mary and 

                                      Vincent Gladwin         

23RD AM  MARGARET NEWTON       DECEMBER 23RD &25th 
         NORMAN NEWTON       EILEEN TERRY 

 P.M.  JAN GARDNER 

           BILL GILES 

25TH  STEWARDS            DECEMBER 30TH  –  

          SHARON STROUD 

30TH LIZ WALKER         

 ROSEMARY CORVIN 
 

  

                                                                        C COFFEE ROTA FOR DECEMBER 

  2nd  Gillian Loader and Shirley Dumper    

      9th Gillian Ledgard and Ray Childerhouse 

           16th Jacky May and Susan Nagaith 

                23rd Brenda Birnie and Marilyn Shorey 

        30th Stephen Peacop and Ken Walker 
        

NOVEMBER OFFERTORY ROTA 

 
        4TH JOHN PARKES   BILL GILES 

        11TH           GILLIAN EDWARDS  BARBARA HAGGETT 

        18TH MARGARET SMITH  MALCOLM SMITH      

        25TH MICHAEL LEDGARD  SHARON STROUD 

  

 
 

  If  you have  a birthday in  DECEMBER 

 we wish you  A VERY HAPPY DAY 

  especially KATH FRASER; SHEILA GILES; 

JAN GARDNER and GILLIAN LEDGARD 
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In Isaiah 11.1-9, we hear of the vision of the  

time when no  one shall hurt or destroy, and  

when all violence and hatred shall cease.  
 

The following prayer is from the Mozarabic      

Liturgy 
 

O God, who art peace everlasting, whose 

chosen reward is the gift of peace. and who  

has taught us that the peacemakers are thy  

children, pour thy peace into our souls, that 

everything discordant may utterly vanish,  

and all that makes for peace be sweet to us  

for ever; through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                                 

                                               Amen 

     

  God! As with silent hearts we bring to mind 

  How hate and war diminish humankind, 

  we pause – and seek in worship to increase 

  our knowledge of the things that make for peace 

 

  Hallow our will as humbly we recall 

  the lives of those who gave and give their all. 

  We thank you, Lord, for women, children, men 

  who seek to serve in love, today as then. 

                                                                Fred Kaan StF 698 
 

 

Do you have any personal connection to the First World War.  Have 

you any memorabilia that could be displayed next Sunday, November 

11th. If so, please contact Margaret Smith.  

The Methodist Church has published a very meaningful service to use 

for this 100th year remembrance 
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DECEMBER 2018  DIARY DATES 
 

2nd Morning Worship and JAM meet at 10.30am 

4th 10.00am Holy Communion in the Church 

6th 7.30pm Circuit Meeting at Stratford 

8th 10.00-12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

                     Also Rescue Squad 

9th 3.00-5.00    Youphonix! 

12th 7.30pm Evening Bible Group 

14th Wesleys Pasta Tea and games 

 6.30p. Carol Singing at Waterside for Action for Children 

17th 2.30pm  Men’s Meeting Point Coffee Morning(Ladies invited) 

23rd Carol Service 

24th  4.00pm Christingle Service 

25th 11.00am Christmas Day Worship followed by Lunch**** 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 

 Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

 Monday:    10.00-12.00 noon  Monday Makers  

  10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

  2.30pm Bible Group 

 Tuesday:    10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

  10.00am Prayer Group  

 Wednesday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

  Friday:   9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  

Christmas and New year events may alter the normal meetings. Please 

check with Group Leaders. 

Items for December Reporting are needed by November 25th by Sheila 

Giles S/A 296789 or e.mail; sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk  
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 
 

                                   Church Twitter: @SuAMethodists 

****If you wish to come to the lunch on Christmas Day, please sign 

up on the sheet in Wesley Hall                                                         12 
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