
                                                                

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON METHODIST  CHURCH 

 

JULY  2018 
 

 

 
 

at 
 

Stratford Methodist Church Centre 

Old Town 
 

Lighthearted Summer Concerts 

at 12 noon  followed by a  

Ploughman’s Lunch 
 

 Wednesday, July 4th The Child in You 
 

 Wednesday, July 18th Four legs and Wings 
 

 Monday, July 30th Sing a New Song 
 

      Tickets £5.00 at the door   

      or Tel: S/A 296789 

 

 

Proceeds to be shared between 

Action for Children;    Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 

and Stratford Methodist Church 

 

If you can buy your tickets in advance ,  

it is a great help with the catering 



Dear Friends 

Every couple of months Margaret Farmery gathers together a 
group of people to go to the Cedar Lodge MHA to join with the 
residents in singing hymns.  It is a well-attended and much 
appreciated event.  In the main we sing old and familiar hymns 
with joy and gusto.  One favourite is Great is Thy Faithfulness.  It 
is a hymn based on Lamentation 3:22-24 which is part of one of 
the readings set for the first Sunday in July. 

22The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never 
come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. 24“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I 
will hope in him. 

Lamentations is, as the title suggests, a series of woeful prayers 
written when Jerusalem has been destroyed and the Israelites are 
in exile in Babylon.  They were probably used for in private and 
public worship. The only glimmer of hope in the five chapters is in 
chapter 3.  Though the suffering has been great and continues, 
though all the signs suggest that the people will never be free to 
return home from their exile the author of the lament calls the 
people to remember the loving, kind, faithful and merciful nature of 
God.  He calls them to base their hope on these truths, daily.  In 
doing so Thomas Chisholm, the hymn writer, says that there will 
be ‘Strength for the day and bright hope for tomorrow.’  In the 
complications, changes and losses of life the hymn and the bible 
passage have helped people express their hope and trust in God’s 
presence and help. 

Every blessing 

Audrey 

Farewell to the Rev’d Ros Murphy 

Sadly for us the Rev’d Ros Murphy is moving to Manchester this 
month.  On Saturday 28th July at 5 pm at Stratford Methodist 
Church we will hold a service in which we will return thanks for 
Ros’ friendship and ministry.  There will be refreshments after the 
service and opportunity to say our individual goodbyes.                                                         



 

Junior Mission for All – The  

recent JMA lunch raised £47. 25  

Thank you for your support. 

Friendship Lunch also passed 

their profit to JMA from the 

June Lunch. It was £114.90 and Brunch passed on a further £32.02 

so more thanks to everyone involved 

 
 

RESCUE SQUAD REMINDER ON JULY 8TH 
One for the men -- BRUNCH MORNINGS  --  10 till 12 ( 2nd Saturday of 
each month ). Come and use your expertise and talents to help keep the 
Church Centre and Grounds in good order.  Your reward –  Social 
Interaction and -- a bacon buttie & a cuppa.  
 

 
Two notices from Maureen Beckett. 
Don’t forget the annual Songs of Praise at the Bandstand on the Rec. 
on Sunday 8th July at 4.30pm.  Your own Chair could be useful 
 
AND DOOR STEWARDS 

'I will shortly be planning the new door rota.  If anyone would like to 
hand out the notices on the door and go on the rota please let me 
know.  The commitment is about 4 times a year.  For any new members 
to our Church it is an excellent way to get to know other worshippers as 
you  meet them all coming in.' 

 

 

 
 
 



 The Green Corner  
 

 The Three Bees –  

a vision becomes a reality 

One of the challenges for churches who sign up 

to ‘EcoChurch’ is how you manage any land 

belonging to the church. For Mickleton Methodist Church this was a 

challenge. What to do about the large lawn behind the church?  With a 

small congregation mostly in their 80s there was no immediate and 

obvious answer. Inspired by the ‘Church Without Walls’ initiative we 

thought of a way to reach out to our community. Enter the ‘Three Bees’! 

After approval by church council, a project was drafted to develop the 

unused lawn into a bee and butterfly-friendly community wildlife garden. 

Habitat destruction, pollution and pesticides have all contributed to a 

steady and in some cases serious, decline in both bee and butterfly. 

Spurred on by the UN World Environment Day initiative to ‘connect 

people with wildlife’ we decided to leaflet the village outlining the 

project. Slowly but surely the project moved forward with generous 

support from the Greggs Foundation and NatureSave, together with ‘in-

kind’ donations of traditional wildflower meadow seeds from Cotswolds 

Seeds in Moreton, and Kew Gardens and insect-friendly plants from 

several members of the community. 

Now just over 6 months later the space behind the church has been 

transformed. The sloping banks have been planted with bluebells, 

primroses, hellebores, lavender, buddleia, honeysuckle and more.  

There are now picnic tables, park benches and planters providing a venue 

for villagers and visitors to enjoy. 

Areas of turf have been removed and a cottage style garden planted at the 

entrance and two large plots for the mini wildflower meadows in the 



centre, yet plenty of lawn remains for church and community events. 

Bees and butterflies are already beginning to colonise the site and we 

expect to see more of both as the garden grows and matures.  

A further initiative was to make the garden both informative and 

educational. Thanks to the Mickleton ‘Dixon Trust’ funds have been 

made available for a series of educational display boards. Large colourful 

displays carrying the illustrated messages: ‘What on Earth are we 

doing?’ and ‘Caring for the Earth – for our children and our children’s 

children’ have been placed in a prominent position and other posters 

encouraging visitors to identify and learn more about the bees, 

butterflies, other insects and wildflowers are displayed on the rear walls 

of the church and the adjacent hall. Once established, we expect this to 

become a popular feature in the village. It will help to connect people 

with nature in an increasingly technical world. It will also make a modest 

but significant contribution to the conservation of bees and butterflies. 

 

An Evening with Terry Waite at Ammerdown (12 miles from Bath) 

As part of their 45th birthday celebrations, the Ammerdown Centre is 
delighted to present ‘An Evening with Terry Waite’ on Tuesday 17th July. 
  
The evening will begin with canapes and a light buffet served at 6pm.  Guided 
tours of the Centre will also be available.   
  
Terry will speak at 7pm, and following his talk our licensed bar will be open. 
  
Terry spent 1760 days in captivity in Beirut. Twenty years later he has travelled 
back to meet his jihadist captors. With spirit and humour intact, Terry shows 
that hardship can often be a source of strength. 
  
Tickets are available at £12 per person.  Bed and breakfast is available at 
the special rate of £40 per person. 

To enquire please call the Centre on 01761 433709 or email 
admin@ammerdown.org 
 
 

mailto:admin@ammerdown.org


 
 
 



 

OVERSEAS    SPONSORSHIP 

Graham and Jan recently 

heard that our sponsorship 

for Miguel Angel  from 

Ecuador now comes to an 

end and were asked that as 

a church would we be 

willing to take on Bernabe 

who lives in one of the 

poorest and most isolated  

areas of Guatemala. 

Bernabe was born in 2011 

and is one of a family of 7 

children living in Izabel. 

He speaks the predominate  

language of the area - 

Q’eqchi 

He does not currently attend 

school. Some children never 

enrol or drop out early 

because of insufficient class 

rooms, lack of teachers and 

basic equipment. 

 

Bernabe’s home is very basic and made of locally sourced bamboo. 

With few protected water sources, his family collect water from the  

river which is about a 30 minute walk away. Women and children 

will take two trips to the river every day to collect enough water. 

His father farms the land growing crops like maize and beans. 

Land ownership is a complex issue. Land that has been used by 

families for generations is being taken over by large plantations 

leaving poorer quality land on the hills for families like Bernabes 

Action Aid is working in Izabal to ensure families can access their 

rights to water, health care, education and food .They are also 

working with women and girls to ensure they are equally respected 

in their community. With our support through Action Aid the 

charity hopes to change the lives of children like Bernabe for good.  

If you would like to help, talk with Jan or Graham any Sunday. 



P D A T V I D J R D E   

S H T A I L O G U F E A 

E T I L E D S G O D H N 

T N I L E V A J M G A A 

I O L I I T U B R D R H 

L P E E H S L S A A P T 

E T H W P I T V E G D A 

A T H E A O I I Z C R N 

R A A T N D A P N U O O 

S R L E T A N D O E W J 

I E S S E J A S R T S O 

T L U P A T A C B N E   

 
ALL THESE WORDS ARE IN THE STORY OF DAVID AND GOLIATH. WHEN YOU 

FIND THEM ALL IN THE PUZZLE THE REMAINING LETTERS WILL TELL YOU 

THE END OF THE STORY FROM 1 SAMUEL 17 

 

3 LETTERS                           BAG 

4 LETTERS  GATH, HARP, SAUL, TALL 

5 LETTERS  DAVID, JESSE, JUDAH, SHEEP, SPEAR, SWORD,  

6 LETTERS  STONES 

7 LETTERS  GOLIATH, JAVELIN 

8 LETTERS  CATAPULT, JONATHAN 

10 LETTERS                 ISRAELITES 

11 LETTERS  PHILISTINES 

12 LETTERS  BRONZE ARMOUR 

                                                                                                   
                                               

                                                                                                                                        



      Only a boy named David; only a little sling  

      Only a boy named David but he could play and sing  

      Only a boy named David  only a rippling brook 

            Only a boy named David  but five little stones he took. 

And one little stone went into the sling and the sling went round and round. 

And round and round and round and round and round and round and round. 

And one little stone went into the air and the giant came tumbling down.   

David became a King but when he was a shepherd boy he loved to sing and 

we can sing lots of his songs. Perhaps the best known is Psalm 23. These 

words are from the Good News Bible     

The Lord is my shepherd, I have everything I need. 

He lets me rest in fields of  green grass      

and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water. 

He gives me new strength. 

He guides me in the right paths, as he has promised

  

Even if I go through the deepest darkness 

I will not be afraid Lord, for you are with me. 

Your shepherd’s rod and staff protect me. 

You prepare a banquet for me, 

Where all my enemies can see me; 

You welcome me as an honoured guest           Answers to June’sPuzzle 

and fill my cup to the brim 

I know that your goodness and love will 

be with me all my life 

and your house will be my home for as 

long as I Live 
 

 

             
 



 

DOOR STEWARDS  FOR  AUGUST          FLOWER ROTA 
 

5TH SYLVIA BEVAN         AUGUST 5TH – 

 KATHLEEN MARRIOTT        BETTY WALKER 

            

12TH SUE RIMMER            AUGUST 12TH –  

 JANET LAMPITT          MARILYN SHOREY 
 

19TH     BETTY WALKER                                  AUGUST 19TH –  

 KEN WALKER           GILLIAN LOADER 

 

26TH     MARGARET NEWTON          AUGUST  26TH –  

 NORMAN NEWTON           IVY CALVERT 

 

 

 

  

COFFEE ROTA FOR AUGUST 

   5th Kathleen Marriott and Carolyn Evans 

      12th  Penelope Hand and Lynne Dunningham 

        19th   Steve Peacop and Ken Walker 

          26th   Graham Hollowell and Helen Jordan  

 

 

 

JULY  OFFERTORY ROTA 

 
         1ST JOHN PARKES          MALCOLM SMITH 

        8TH             MARGARET SMITH             BARBARA HAGGETT  

        15TH MARGARET FARMERY      BILL GILES 

        22ND  MICHAEL LEDGARD         SHARON STROUD 

        29TH           DAVID DUMPER                   GILLIANBOWERS            

 
 

 

To EVERYONE with a birthday in  JULY 

               we wish you  A VERY HAPPY DAY 
 

    I have no names on the birthday list this   

    month. Are we missing yours? 

 

 

 



Mary’s Story 

 

 When I was a child, my father 

     used to hide tiny drawings for 

     me to  find. The pin figures, 

    the streets, the rivers, the 

    animals, the birds  and the fish 

    were  a great joy to me.  One  

    of the drawings I remember  

    well was of a house set in a  

    lovely garden. A child was  

    playing in the garden with a 

    dog, and there was  a small  

    shed by the fence.  

    Beneath the picture my father had written: A House, A Garden, 

    A Little Girl, Her Puppy and A Man. The strange thing was that I  

    could see everything plainly enough except A Man. 

    I thought it was perhaps a puzzle picture that had to be turned   

    round but however many times I looked at it from different 

angles,  

    I still could not find the man. 

    Eventually I gave up and asked my father where he was. 

    ‘Oh, he popped into the shed just as I drew the door to it’ my 

    father replied, ‘I put a handle on the door, but he hasn’t shown  

    himself again. You can’t see him, but he’s there alright!’ 

    I was young and trusting enough to believe A Man was there.  

    I could believe without seeing. 

    Much of what we experience in life and take for granted is hidden 

    from us – the sustaining air itself, the seed’s potential, the energy 

    of rising sap, God himself. No one has seen God, but we know he 

    is there. 

    In a class lesson since then, a bright little girl asked how we could  

    know of God’s presence since he could not be seen. I went behind 

    the blackboard.  

   ‘Can you see me?’       ‘No’ came the predictable reply. 

    ‘Am I here?’               ‘Yes!’ 

    ‘But you can’t see me’ 

                                   Well, it gave them something to think about 
 



AUGUST  2018  DIARY DATES 
 

4th 10.30 am christening of Amelia !!!!!!!!! 

5th Morning worship and  JAM meet at 10.30am 

Friendship Lunch 

7th 10.00am Holy Communion in the Church 

11th 10.00-12.00 Brunch and Brunch Bunch  

19th 6.00pm Ecumenical service at Stratford 

 
 

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
 

 Sunday:     10.30am  Morning Worship then a cuppa  

 Monday:    10.00-12.00 noon  Monday Makers  

  10.00-12.00 noon  Card Making 

  2.30pm Bible Group 

 Tuesday:    10.00-12.00am Knit, Stitch and Natter 

  10.00am Prayer Group  

 Wednesday: 9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group 

  Friday:   9.30-11.30 Wesleys Baby and Toddler Group  

                        2.00pm   Cake and Company  

Please check with group leaders to make sure your group is meeting as 

usual 
 

Items for August  Reporting are needed by Sunday July 29th by Sheila 

Giles S/A 296789 or email sdgreporting@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 

 

Church email      stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Church office     phone number  01789 298835 

 
This prayer was among some of Joan Graham’s books 

 Loving God, who weaves us all together in the tangle of life, 

 we thank you for the rich patterns of our connections, 

 the activities and friendships we share, 

 the convictions and value that link us. 

 We praise you for the threads that hold us together 

  and for your love embracing us all. Amen. 

mailto:stratforduponavonmethodist@gmail.com

